
Are you a “Good” rider?

I haven’t been riding for too many
years, yet for a while there I thought
that I was a pretty good rider.
However the more I ride the more I’m
starting to think that I am just an
“okay” rider, not necessarily a good
rider.

That’s not to say that I am a “bad”
rider, I try not to speed too often, I’ve
had my share of close calls with
vehicles as we all have but haven’t
crashed yet (touch wood!).

When passing other vehicles I try to

be careful and take a few extra seconds to
make sure that a) I have time to get around
safely, and b) that there is room in front of the
vehicle being passed for me to pull back into
line. As an aside, it is unfortunate that you still
see some riders not being more careful in their
passing manoeuvres.

I’m not afraid of traffic but do try to be
careful when in the midst of two hundred
cars, trucks and transports screaming down
the interstate at 80 miles an hour. This is one of
those situations where speed can be your
friend because you’re going to want to be
traveling at the same speed or “slightly” faster
than the majority of the traffic around you so
that you can maintain control of the situation
around you.

Highly technical roads prove to be a
challenge to me too. We rode and survived the
Dragon this year where you have 20 mph
hairpin turn after hairpin turn and I would
never win a race through a course like that. On
the other hand my cruiser was never designed
to be a canyon-carver and I also know that
there is only about ½” difference between
dragging a peg and dragging my engine
guard. And we all know that dragging hard
parts of your bike is never a good thing.

Nick Ienatsch covered a few rider survival
tips in a recent article on the Sport Rider web

Multiple accidents just waiting to happen.


