
Tool Kit - - - what tool kit?

Do you carry any tools on your bike other than the minimalist kit that
came with your bike? Apparently most people don’t, but everyone probably
should. Whether you ride for recreation or transportation; on the street, dirt,
snow, or water - you'll eventually find yourself sidelined with mechanical
problems, or run across someone else that is.

Deciding what tools to take with you when you go motorcycle touring
can be a complicated process. On the one hand, if something goes wrong at
the side of the road, you'd like to have every tool you own and many you
don't, but you won't likely be able to pack all that stuff with you. The tool
kit your bike comes with may not be sufficient or convenient to use. You'll
likely end up selecting something in between all your tools and none of
your tools.

If you’ve ridden for a few years, you’ve likely got a selection of tools that
you’ve organized and re-organized over the years, adding and subtracting
bits and pieces each time you go through the kit. The one thing that you
don’t want to do is just keep adding to the kit until it weighs more than the
bike. You want to work out a good balance of having enough tools but not
taking up too much space or weight.

If you’re thinking of putting a tool kit together for when you’re out on
the road here is a list of items that you should consider. Unfortunately there
isn’t just one magic tool kit for bikes, you’ll have to put together what works
best for your bike and the space you have to work with, but these items will
give you a starting point.

Small flashlight
3/8" ratchet
1/4 “ ratchet
Spark plug socket
Wrenches (8mm, 10mm, 12mm,

14mm)
Sockets (8mm, 10mm, 12mm,

14mm)
 4” drive extension (x2)
6” adjustable wrench
10” adjustable wrench
5“ Vise grips
4” side-cutter
Tire pressure gauge
Needle nose pliers
Multi- screw driver
Allen wrenches (small assortment)
Electrical tape

12 VDC test probe
Small roll of "match solder"

(no kidding, electrical solder
that melts with a match)
Disposable lighter
Pen or permanent marker
Spare spark plugs
Scissors and/or multi-tool

knife
Zip ties (small, med & large)
Small roll of mechanics wire

("baling" wire)
Bungee cords
Extra fuses & headlight bulb
Small assortment of nuts,

bolts, washers...couple of
small hose clamps...some
electrical connectors
Tire repair aerosol can or kit

Not everyone will need or want everything listed here, your tool kit should
evolve over time to contain nearly everything that you’ll need for a roadside
emergency repair.


