
Typical hydraulic caliper.

Hydraulic Brakes & Clutch

Somehow my bike has turned into a high-miler over
the years. I’m not sure how this has happened, maybe I
just ride it too much….

Anyhow, with the amount of use that it gets I’ve
started having to look at doing more than just routine
maintenance on the bike. Changing the oil and filter
every 5000 km should keep the engine running strong
for years, I clean the air filters and sync the carburetors
twice a season to keep the gas mileage at an optimum,
and a new set of spark plugs every couple of years
doesn’t hurt either.

Some of the things that I have had to fix on the bike
over the years include (besides the odd busted cable
here and there) the time that I was having a hard time
starting the bike. I’d turn the key on, hit the starter
button and sometimes it would start and sometimes

it wouldn’t. I thought about where to start looking for the problem, was it the battery, was
it the starter, and I decided to start at the starter button. So I pulled the housing apart on
the handlebar that houses the throttle cables and starter button and found that the bottom
of the housing was full of dead bugs that were getting into the contacts for the starter
button… who would have guessed. I cleaned out the dead bugs and it was good as new.

Other things that have been fixed: the right-side engine casing gasket one year, the left-
side engine casing gasket the next year, I had the whole front end rebuilt this year (wheel
bearings and seals, triple tree bearings and seals, new oil and seals for the front shocks)
because I was starting to get a wobble in the front end while riding.

But to get on with my story, the next item on my list to look at are the brakes. I’ve
replaced the brake pads several times but now I want to rebuild the actual calipers.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out hydraulic disc brakes. They work very well
and are quite reliable, but are often neglected. No one thinks about them until they don't
work, then they think about them a lot! What happen is you go out to ride in the spring,
pull the lever to stop and the brakes don't work, lock up, drag, or feel spongy.

Other times the brakes worked OK, then you put a
new set of pads on and the pistons won't go back in
the caliper. Other times they do, but then drag when
the brakes are applied. The cause is poor or no
maintenance.

So anyway, I’ve decided to tackle this myself either
this fall or next spring. We’ll see if I survive past the
first intersection after I’m done. I’ll let you know how
it all worked out.
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