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Hey All,

If you are reading this then you are 
obviously among the chosen few readers 
of my newsletter.

This is going to be the last issue for a 
while, and possibly forever. Readership 
and interest in this newsletter has been 
dropping off for a long time now and it 
is getting to be time to take a break. 

It takes a lot of time and energy to put 
a newsletter together but if it turns out 
that it is not relevant to its intended 
audience and no one is interested in 
reading it then it’s time to make a 
change.

I enjoy writing and I may put 
something together in the future but 
we’ll just have to wait and see.

Anyway, thank you for your interest in 
the newsletter over these past six or 
eight years. I think that I am now going 
to dedicate myself to sitting in a deck 
chair in the sun on my back porch and 
work on a cold beer.

I’ll see you in the future!
RW

Just to continue with the theme . . .
Here are three more cat selfies for you.

P.S. If you want to find lots of current 
motorcycling information in one place then 
check out: http://motorcycles.alltop.com/



Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet 
twice a week all year round for a “Meet-and-Greet” 

(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good). 
We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on 

Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on Wednesdays and 
10:00AM on Saturdays.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and 
check out all the “rides”, 

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel. 
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please 
check the event web sites for any last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know 
right away!

July 2nd, 2014   - Honda Demo Ride Day, Winnipeg Sport & Leisure, Winnipeg, Manitoba
July 3rd, 2014   - Honda Demo Ride Day, Southland Honda, Winkler, Manitoba
July 2 – 5, 2014  - Wing Ding 2014 – National Rally, Madison, Wisconsin
July 10 – 14, 2014  - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 11 – 13, 2014  - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 12th, 2014    - Motorcycle Madness Rally, Drumheller, Alberta
July 12 & 13, 2014  - 28th Annual Ladies Run of Colorado, Fairplay, Colorado
July 12, 13, 14, 2014  - Northern Ontario Ride for Sight, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
July 17 – 20, 2014  - 43rd Annual Top O’The Rockies Rally, Paonia, Colorado – (http://bmwmcc.org)
July 18 – 20, 2014  - North Dakota Ladies Run, Jamestown, North Dakota
July 18 – 20, 2014  - 20th Annual Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19, 2014  - 9th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 21 – 25, 2014  - Yamaha Star Days, Saint Charles, Missouri
July 24 – 27, 2014  - BMW MOA International Rally, St. Paul, Minnesota
July 25 – 27, 2014  - Wetzelland Motorcycle Rally, Van Wert, Ohio
July 30 – Aug 3, 2014  - Testicle Festival (Testy Festy), Clinton, Montana

August 2nd, 2014     - 15th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
August 4 – 10, 2014  - Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 2014, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 5, 2014  - Biker Belles Celebration at Sturgis, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 7 – 9, 2014  - GWRRA Regional Rally, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin
August 7, 8 & 9, 2014  - Thunder Bay Superior Riders – Rally On The Run – Details & Locations TBA
August 9 – 15, 2014  - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 14 – 17, 2014  - Women in the Wind Canadian National Rally, location: TBA
August 23, 2014  - 12th Annual Alzheimer’s Ride for Memories, this years destination is Red Lake, Ontario
August 26 – 29, 2014  - 15th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Chattanooga, Tennessee
August 27, 2014  - 10th Annual Wharf Rat Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 29 – Sept 1, 2014  - Four Corners Motorcycle Rally and Rides, Ignacio & Durango, Colorado
Aug 29 – Sept 1, 2014  - Hudson Leather Labor Day Weekend Rally, Pioneer, Ohio 

(www.hudsonleather.com)

Sept 5 – 7, 2014  - Women’s Sportbike Rally VIII, Deals Gap, North Carolina
Sept 5 – 7, 2014  - 36th Annual Davis Motorcycle Rally, New Hampton, Iowa
Sept 5 – 21, 2014  - Pre-1937 Motorcycle Cannonball Coast-to-Coast Endurance Run 

www.motorcyclecannonball.com
Sept 17 – 21, 2014  - 45th Annual Golden Aspen Motorcycle Rally, Ruidoso Downs, New Mexico
Sept 24 – 28, 2014  - Reno Street Vibrations Fall Motorcycle Festival, Reno, Nevada
Sept 25 – 28, 2014  - June Bug Boogie Fall Motorcycle Rally, Cookeville, Tennessee

October 21st, 2014  - Jethro Tull plays Homo Erraticus at the State Theatre in Minneapolis, Minnesota

November 6-9, 2014  - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas

January 2-4, 2015   - North American International Motorcycle Supershow, Toronto, Ontario

February 6-8, 2015  - Progressive International Motorcycle Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 20-22, 2015  - Toronto Motorcycle Show, Toronto, Ontario



A Few Tips for 
When You Get 
Caught by the 

Rain While 
You’re Out 

Riding
It’s going to happen, no matter where you ride. One day the dark clouds will catch up with you. No 

matter what kind of bike you ride, and no matter what kind of riding you normally do, eventually the rain 
clouds will find you. 

If you are relatively new to riding, the proposition of riding in the rain may be somewhat intimidating. In 
fact, if you are prepared for it and follow these tips, it can actually be a fairly enjoyable experience. A little 
forethought and common sense will keep you safe on two wheels.

1) Relax! Being tense on the bike will only make you feel less in control. It is natural for a bike to wander a 
little and react to the road surfaces you ride over. Don’t become overly sensitive to how the bike reacts 
underneath you just because it’s raining. Your motorcycle naturally wants to stay upright on two wheels at 
speed, so relax, stay loose, and enjoy the ride!

2)  Be Smooth!  One of the primary reasons for loss of control on a bike is not being smooth. This is 
especially true in wet conditions, where traction is limited. Be smooth on the brakes and smooth rolling on
the throttle. It is a good idea to avoid abrupt inputs on the handlebars, too. When you have a jerky, sudden 
reaction to something, you are very quickly going to overwhelm the available traction that you have with 
your tires and the wet road.

3)  Practice! You won’t know how your bike will feel in the rain until you get out there and experience it 
for yourself. Find a less populated area and go for a ride. Big empty parking lots are a great place to 
practice some braking drills. Don’t be afraid to practice some panic stops, after all, you don’t want your 
very first panic stop ever to be the real thing!

4) Ride like you are invisible. You’ve heard this one a million times, but it’s especially true during 
inclement weather. Drivers around you will have limited visibility due to fog, road spray, and rain, not to 
mention their own windows being covered in water. At the same time, you will have a harder time seeing 
out of your helmet then you would if it were dry. 

5) Constantly scan the road surface. There are plenty of road hazards to be aware of in the dry, and when 
it has been raining, these hazards increase significantly. Things like painted lines, railroad crossings, and 
manhole covers all become treacherously slick when wet. Standing water can completely hide potholes, 
leaked oil or diesel fuel are also among some of the more hazardous things you can ride over. Always 
assume you have very little traction when the road is wet.

6)  Slow down. When riding over anything with questionable traction, it is a good idea to slow down and 
keep the bike as upright as possible. It’s not a big deal to ride over railroad tracks or a manhole cover in a 
straight line, but take a corner at speed and hit something slick while leaned over – and you could be on the 
ground before you know what happened. 

7)  Wear good motorcycle gear. Good quality waterproof motorcycle gear is essential to staying 
comfortable when the rain comes down. Only good quality gear is going to keep you warm and dry! 



There’s a good article, written by Panhead 
Jim, over at the Women Riders Now 
website about female motorcycle dispatch 
riders that served back in WW II. 
Check it out at: 

www.womenridersnow.com

PIONEERS: Female Dispatch Riders of World War II
Discovering the wartime history of The Wrens

During WWII, the British Royal Navy created an all female corps whose 
members were nicknamed the Wrens. One of their most notable duties 
was as dispatch riders for both the Admiralty and the Royal Navy. 

This turned out to be a tough assignment as German bombs made travel 
increasingly difficult as the war progressed. I’d bet many of these women 
had some great stories to tell of their service. 



Spoke Wheels
Over 40 years ago manufacturers 

were making predictions about how 
long the spoked motorcycle wheel 
would still be around what with the 
advent of the cast alloy wheel. I 
think it’s fair to say that they all got 
it wrong because spoked wheels are 
still very popular today.

Part of the argument against 
spoked wheels was that they’re high
maintenance compared to their cast wheel equivalent. But sometimes the fact that 
you can maintain the wheel and not simply throw it away because it is bent is a big 
advantage. This is why they are so popular with off-road and adventure motorcycle 
riders.

How do they work you ask: Well, spoked wheels work 
because all of the spokes are under tension and keep the 
rim from flexing. When looking at a spoked wheel the 
spokes under the hub in the wheel don’t support the 
weight of the motorcycle – rather it is the spokes at the top 
that take the load. This load is trying to flatten the rim into 
an oval, but to do that the 3 and 9 o’clock areas of the rim

would have to move away from the hub, which puts the spokes at those positions 
under tension, and stops the rim from flexing. The spokes at 6 o’clock aren’t taking 
any weight and the nipple on those spokes would just pass through the hole in the 
rim if the rim tried to move towards the hub.

So, with a steel rim and spokes there is still a small degree of ‘spring’ in the wheel 
and hitting potholes and such can put a flat spot in the rim which could leave some 
spokes loose. This is where the maintenance part comes into the picture. With the 
wheel off of the ground and free to spin then all of the spokes should be under the 
same amount of tension, therefore by tapping (not hammering) each of the spokes 
with a small metal rod they should all make about the same sound.

Be aware that not all of the spokes in a given wheel are necessarily going to be the 
same length so they can make a different sound. Also, before starting this the rim 
should be checked to make sure it is true. Hold the tip of the metal rod near the edge 
of the rim and spinning the wheel will quickly show if the wheel is true. A certain 
amount of out-of-true is permissible, you’ll have to check your owners manual to see 
how much is safe.

If you only have one or two loose spokes, and the rim is true, you’re probably safe 
to snug them up, any more than that and you should probably see a specialist.



Evel Knievel lived life faster and harder than anyone we’ve ever known in the 
motorcycle world. With almost 433 broken bones recorded in his entire life (the 
quote seen in this image does not account for all the breaks on record), Knievel
earned a special place in the Guinness Book of World Records as he ‘achieved’ the 
title, “most bones broken in a lifetime.” 

Robert Craig “Evel” Knievel was born October 17, 1938 and passed away on 
November 30, 2007. Knievel was an American daredevil, painter, entertainer and 
international icon. According to the British paper The Times writing his obituary,
Knievel was one of the greatest American icons of the 1970s. Knievel was inducted 
into the Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 1999. 

In his career he attempted over 75 ramp-to-ramp motorcycle jumps between 1965 
and 1980, and in 1974, a failed jump across Snake River Canyon in the Skycycle X-2, 
a steam-powered rocket. 




