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2013 Moto Guzzi California
1400 Custom

The California 1400 Custom is presented as a world
ambassador for the Moto Guzzi brand, embodying the
highest values of Italian designed as an ideal of beauty
and luxury.

Everything on the California Custom helps to combine
the best of the latest and most advanced technology
with the classic style and elegance of the Moto Guzzi
brand: brand new powerful 1400cc engine in the classic
transversal V2 architecture, ride by wire, cruise control,
ABS and traction control are among the key features.

Hand built in the factory in Mandello del Lario
(Como, Italy), where the Moto Guzzi have been built
continuously since 1921, the California 1400 is
distinguished by the craftsmanship with which each
component is assembled.

Attention that makes every Moto Guzzi California a
unique piece, able to marry and to emphasize the strong
personality of a passionate and exclusive clientele.

On a California 1400 Custom one becomes a traveler
even for small trips. A vocation which provides every
driving moment with overwhelming intensity: the
combination of power and pleasure.

This 695 pound beauty sports a 20.5 L fuel tank, 6-
speed transmission with a final overdrive, and shaft
drive and will turn heads wherever it goes!

Hey Guess What:
May is National Bike Month!

Now of course they mean bicycles, but I have
enough artistic licence to interpret it any way I
like. A bike is a bike is a bike so everyone is
encouraged to get out and enjoy the fresh air and
the great outdoors. But National Bike Month is
also used to promote the safe riding of bikes –
and I’m going to add: “whether they have
motors or not”.

All bikers share the same responsibilities as
automobile drivers and everyone needs to work
together to keep all riders safe on the roads. It’s
all about being attentive, all drivers need to
remain focused and keep their attention on
operating their vehicle and pay attention to what
is going on all around them. That’s the only way
we can keep everyone safe.

Crashing your bike or your car because you’re
gawking at some scantily-clad chicks is still only
going to win you demerit points.

And speaking of chicks (how’s this for a
segue), May 3rd is International Female Ride
Day. If you’re a woman and you ride a
motorcycle then fire it up on May 3rd and go for
a ride!

“Just Ride” is the motto for the
worldwide event, which is open
to all types of motorcycles, from
scooters to touring bikes, and it is
open to all women. 2013 will
mark the seventh consecutive
year for this inspiring event.



May 2 – 6, 2013 - The Palm Springs Escape – All Women Bike Tour, Palm Springs, Cal.
May 3, 2013 - International Female Ride Day! Ladies get your bikes ready!
May 4, 2013 - Pre-Registration for Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad

Register at CARSTAR Collision, 545 11th Avenue, Thunder Bay
May 23 – 27, 2013 - Black Bike Week, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
June 4-8, 2013 - 17th Annual West Texas Western Swing Festival, Snyder, Texas
June 7-8, 2013 - Victory Motorcycle Demo Ride Day at North Country Cycle & Sports
June 15, 2013 - 13th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay, Ontario – The show

starts at 7:30am with a hot breakfast, Location is The Victoria Inn, 555 Arthur St.!
June 17, 2013 – RIDE YOUR BIKE TO WORK DAY !
June 28, 29, 30, 2013 - New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
June 29-30, 2013 – J and P Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
July 1 – 4, 2013 - 11th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 3 – 6, 2013 - Honda Wing Ding, Greenville, South Carolina
July 12 – 15, 2013 - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 13-14, 2013 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario
July 15 – 19, 2013 - Valkyrie Inzane XIII, La Crosse, Wisconsin
July 16-19, 2013 - Yamaha Star Days, Hershey, Pennsylvania
July 20, 2013 - 8th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders “Ride the River Bluffs”, Winona, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19-21, 2013 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 25-27, 2013 - Northern Stars National Rally, Orillia, Ontario
August 3, 2013 - 14th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 5 - 11, 2013 - 73nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 8 - 11, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Casino-Run – Red Wing, Minnesota
August 9 – 17, 2013 - CADVR 6 Rally, Eagle River, Wisconsin – this appears to be motorcycle

madness at its finest, check it out: www.cadvrider.com
August 10 – 16, 2013 - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 15-18, 2013 - 11th Annual Women in the Wind Motorcycle Rally, Stony Nakoda, Alberta
August 18, 2013 - Iowa State Fair Motorcycle Day, Des Moines, Iowa
August 23 – 25, 2013 - Aerostitch’s Very Boring Rally 3, Duluth, Minnesota (this is a must-see)
August 23 – 25, 2013 – The Great Lakes STAR-BQ, Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Aug 27 – 30, 2013 - 14th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Bend, Oregon
Aug 28 – Sept 1, 2013 - Wharf Rat Motorcycle Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Four Corners Rally, Durango, Colorado
Sept 6 – 8, 2013 - 35th Annual Davis Motorcycle Rally, New Hampton, Iowa
Sept 13th, 2013 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Oct 31 - Nov 4, 2013 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas
Dec 7, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Christmas Dinner 2013
Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round

for a “Meet-and-Greet”
(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).

We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on

Wednesdays and 10:00AM on Saturdays.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”,

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any
last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know right away!



If you believe the advertising then we should all be running some type of Enzyme
Fuel Treatment product in every one of our gas-driven engines if we’re running
Ethanol additive fuels. That includes our cars, trucks, lawn mowers, roto-tillers, and
motorcycles.
Is it true? Does it work? I can’t tell you that, but it probably can’t hurt to try it…..

Star Tron is one such product. Here is what their web site says:

Star Tron® Enzyme Fuel Treatment is a revolutionary new fuel additive
using enzyme technology to enhance the performance of all gas
engines.
Do not confuse with emulsifiers (ALCOHOL or DETERGENT based)
which may cause additional problems.
Questions to ask your mechanic before using an emulsifier based
additive:

Does it make sense to add MORE alcohol to solve a problem caused by
alcohol?
Where does the water go when I use an emulsifier?
Will I get "jelly/goo" in the bottom of my fuel tank?

ONLY Star Tron®:
Eliminates & Prevents Ethanol Fuel Problems

Ethanol / E10 fuels increase the amounts of water and sludge in your fuel tank. Star Tron
breaks down this excess water and sludge to sub-micron size allowing it to be safely burned
away during normal engine operation. Therefore Star Tron prevents phase separation and fuel
gelling, eliminating ethanol fuel problems.

Dramatically Increases Fuel Economy
Star Tron® cleans the entire fuel delivery system, removing performance robbing gum and

varnish deposits while modifying how gas and diesel burn, this results in more complete and
uniform combustion and therefore better fuel economy.

Eliminates Black Soot and Exhaust Stains
With the removal of harmful engine deposits and an increase in combustion efficiency,

exhaust emissions are greatly reduced. This results in cleaner air as black exhaust smoke is
noticeably reduced.

Removes Carbon Build-Up
Carbon deposit formation is a by-product of unburned fuel in the combustion process. Star

Tron's enzymes will break down and disperse these deposits restoring engine performance as it
also modifies the fuel to prevent future carbon deposits.

Stabilizes Gas
Gas breaks down rapidly which results in lost power and poor performance. Star Tron

stabilizes the fuel chemistry for up to two years in gas.



Affordable new bikes – and – quality entry-level bikes.

Manufacturers are definitely starting to
take a closer look at the intended market
for their bikes. Many people still regard
motorcycles as expensive toys, but
manufacturers are starting to market
more quality and affordable bikes for the
average and beginner motorcyclist.

Honda is receiving lots of praise for
realizing that there was a glaring gap in
the mid to lower end motorcycle line-up
in North America and decided to do
something about it.

Honda leads all manufacturers in both the amount
and variety of affordable new models for 2013.

These affordable, non-technical models
of motorcycles are able to attract new
riders into our sport and keep practical
riders riding. These bikes perpetuate the
reputation of motorcycles as fun,
inexpensive modes of transportation.

The new 500 cc models from Honda for
2013 certainly help to fill the niche.

Hopefully Big Red will enjoy much
success with their three new 500 cc
models and encourage other
manufacturers to look at this market.

2013 Honda CB500F ABS

The innovative CB500F ABS expands riding enthusiasts’ options with a modern and
sporty 500cc sportbike. This image-conscious offering not only carries a full load of
attitude, it also delivers a gratifying level of performance and versatility.

The CB500F ABS has a classic riding position, a 30.9-inch seat height and plenty of
room for a variety of riders. It’s an excellent choice for novice riders that are ready to
move up a displacement class, or for anyone else for that matter who appreciates a
great middleweight motorcycle.

These new bikes are being powered with an all-new designed parallel twin engine
that is built with performance in mind. The DOHC offers accessible power and a
comfortable ride across all RPM ranges.



Riding a motorcycle around Thunder Bay is always an interesting proposition, notwithstanding some of
the more interesting roads that we have to put up with at times we still have quite a few bikers here.

Purchasing motorcycles and riding gear can also be an interesting proposition here in Thunder Bay. Many
of us buy bikes from elsewhere and also buy riding gear and accessories from on-line vendors, and it is
understandable as we all want to save a few bucks. However, as we all know, shopping locally means that
we get to help our local shops stay in business. So in that vein here are a few of our local businesses that can
set you up with a new or used bike along with some motorcycle gear, parts and accessories.

North Country Cycle & Sports has long
been Thunder Bay’s Yamaha dealer, but
they have recently added Victory to their

line-up. Located at 1164 Roland St. stop by
today to see their complete inventory of

impressive bikes.

Excalibur Motorcycle Works, located at
1425 Walsh St. W., is our local dealer for

Kawasaki, KTM, Moto Guzzi, Vespa, Ural,
Royal Enfield and Piaggio motorcycles.
Larry is THE go-to guy for all of your

motorcycling needs: bikes, service, parts,
riding gear, helmets, tires, etc. If it’s

available anywhere then Larry can get it,
AND give you the best price too.

Gordon Trailer is our local Can-Am dealer.
Located at 21 Twin City Crossroads. See them

about a test ride.

Canadian Tire is everyone’s go-to place
for just about everything.

But they also carry a wide assortment of
motorcycle related merchandise.

If you’re looking for a bike jack, oil,
helmet, cleaning supplies, wax, batteries,

ramps, nuts bolts and washers, you
name it – CTC just might have it.

Auto-One is Thunder Bay’s authorized
dealer for Mobility Unlimited electric

scooters and mobility devices.
Located at 80 Court St. S. J & J Sports is Thunder Bay’s

Honda and Suzuki dealer.

Located at
939

Tungsten St.



Here is a quick Update on the Bonneville Salt
Flats Museum
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Plans are still progressing for the building of the Bonneville Salt Flat Museum.
Wendover, Utah Mayor Mike Crawford and local Bonneville enthusiast John House
are still working on their plan to get a museum built that will chronicle not just the
history of land-speed racing on the Bonneville Salt Flats, but also the story of the Salt
Flats and the town of Wendover’s contributions to land-speed racing.

The Bonneville Salt Flats stretch over 30,000 acres. These public lands are
managed by the Bureau of Land Management. In many areas the depth of the salt
has been recorded at over six feet. The Bonneville Salt Flats and the Great Salt Lake
are remnants of ancient Lake Bonneville. In a revolving cycle, every winter a shallow
layer of standing water floods the surface of the salt flats. Then during the spring
and summer, the water slowly evaporates. Blowing wind smoothes the surface into
a vast, nearly perfectly flat plain.

Since the first speed record attempt in 1914, hundreds of records have been set
and broken on the flats. Since 1949, this raceway has been considered the standard
course for world land speed records. On this natural straightaway the 300, 400, 500,
and 600 mile per hour land speed barriers were broken.

I was recently in contact
with John House and work is
progressing on the museum.
Another 56 acres of property
has been donated to the City
of Wendover for the museum,
a road along with sewer and
water lines are now installed
and they’re working with
architects to get a final design
for the building.

I’m looking forward to
riding there one day to see it
and take John up on his offer
of a personal tour!!



Looking for some new reading material?

I came across this booklet on the internet a while
back and the review for it is quite impressive. I
picked up a copy of it recently and am working my
way through it, and yes it is written for British riders
– but developing good riding skills should make us
all better riders – no matter which side of the road
you ride on.

The following is taken from a review by Patrick Jarvis.

We all want to become better riders, and this
handbook should certainly help. It begins with a
discussion on the breakdown of the mental aspects of
becoming a better rider. It breaks down almost all
forms of accidents, and no matter which side the fault
lies, there is always something bikers can do to help
prevent them from happening.

It will help you develop a better attitude towards your riding, your machine and
respecting the road and all who use it. It also points out why other road users get
angry, and sometimes violent, with bikers and why they sometimes try intimidating
riders. But it also explains how bikers can help control some of their own anger
towards other users of the roads. The handbook advises riders how to deal with
these situations by emotional detachment and focusing on your riding.

This handbook also teaches about your own system of control regarding you and
your bike. Helping to better your vision of the road, and how flexible the system is
to any situation and how it can better your riding and overall skills. From scanning
with your eyes to seeing a corner way before you get to it e.g. trees, bushes,
headlights from opposite traffic, etc.

It also breaks down your machines gears and how they work, how to use them
properly on the road to benefit your biking experience safely and not just for speed.
The handbook gives advise on braking, balance and cornering. The handbook also
goes into detail on using signals and how to avoid confusion.

This handbook breaks biking down to its very core and gives you the tools for you
to develop your own set of skills to enhance your riding style and make you more
comfortable on the road and on your machine.



Looking for somewhere to
go this summer?

How about Four Corners!
The Four Corners is a region of the United States

consisting of the southwestern corner of Colorado,
northwestern corner of New Mexico, northeastern
corner of Arizona and southeastern corner of Utah.

The Four Corners area is named after the quadripoint where the boundaries of the
four states meet, where the Four Corners Monument is located. It is the only location
in the United States where four states meet.

This area hosts the annual Labour Day Four Corners Rally and this year it is going
to be held August 30th to September 2nd. Apparently this is one rally that you
shouldn't miss. The Four Corners area offers incredible scenery and cool mountain
air, and the rally offers great music, camping, rides and entertainment.

The Colorado “Million
Dollar Highway” that
runs from Ouray to
Silverton to Durango is
also a Must-Ride!



COLORADO GHOST TOWNS

St. Elmo ghost town in Colorado, near Buena Vista

Colorado ghost towns offer a peek in the foggy windows of a once-rowdy brothel, an ATV trek on
roads no one bothered to pave on their way out of town and stories of intense standoffs in gulches
will remind you why this was the Wild West.

Colorado’s mining boom put the state on the map as one of the most lucrative places to be in the
late 1800s. Promises of riches brought gold-starry-eyed workers in by the droves as newcomers
quickly assembled towns near medal-laden landscapes on grassy meadows and rocky hillsides.

Some of these towns, like Breckenridge, Leadville and Idaho Springs, remain some of Colorado’s
top destinations, while the not so lucky faded into shadows of their hopeful former selves. Visiting
eerily quiet ghost towns revives Colorado’s boom time as modern-day adventurers wander through
abandoned streets once teeming with rambunctious saloons, outlaw showdowns and a lucrative
industry that bolstered — and built — the West.

Here is a quick sampling:

Independence
Independence sits close to
11,000 feet on Independence
Pass, a steep and nail-biting
passage for stagecoach travelers
headed to or from Leadville
and Aspen in the 1800s. Just off
Highway 82, the Aspen
Historical Society gives tours of
the short-lived town that was
deserted by miners via wooden
skis made from cabins in 1899.

Animas Forks
Plagued by avalanches, the
staple feature in Animas
Forks is the huge bay
window in the two-story
Duncan House. Local lore
has it the mining heiress and
owner of the Hope
Diamond, Evalyn Walsh,
wrote her biography here.
Four-wheel drive is the best
way to reach Animas Forks,
or you can rent an ATV in
nearby Silverton or Lake
City.



The VenerableThe Venerable VespaVespa 50 is 5050 is 50

Years Old This Year !
Years Old This Year !

An international meeting will take place in
Genoa, Italy the 25-26 May 2013.

This just in
from:

Vespa is an Italian
line of scooters
manufactured by
Piaggio. The Vespa has
evolved from a single
model motor scooter
manufactured in 1946
by Piaggio & Co. in
Pontedera, Italy — to a
full line of scooters and
one of seven
companies today
owned by Piaggio —
now Europe's largest
manufacturer of two-
wheeled vehicles and
the world's fourth
largest motorcycle
manufacturer by unit
sales.

From their inception,
Vespa scooters have
been known for their
painted, pressed steel
unibody which
combines a complete
cowling for the engine
(enclosing the engine
mechanism and
concealing dirt or
grease), a flat
floorboard (providing
foot protection), and a
prominent front fairing
(providing wind
protection) — into a
structural unit as well
as a singularly
endearing and
enduring shape.



Are you a high-mileage
rider?

Voni Glaves
and

Ardys Kellerman

You may think that you are, but these
two ladies can put most of us to shame.

Here is a story from BMW Motorrad
USA about a couple of :

MILLION MILE RIDERS

Travelling epic distances is nothing new
to BMW Motorrad adventurers – but
while many ride tens, or even hundreds
of thousands of miles, two American
women have racked up a record few
could even contemplate.

Ardys Kellerman and Voni Glaves are officially recognised as the first female
BMW riders in North America to cover one million miles. The distance, which is
more than 40 times the circumference of the globe, took decades to accumulate and
between them, the women have used 31 different motorcycles.

"I’ve had 15 bikes and Ardys has had 16," says Voni. "My favourite tends to be
whichever one I’m riding at the time, but I do have one which really stands out.
More than 350,000 of my million miles were completed on my BMW R1100RS,
which I bought brand new in 1993, when the oilhead was first introduced. I keep
coming back to BMW because my mechanic husband Paul has learned so much
about how they work that I'd have a hard time changing brands! They've been
amazingly reliable for us and I appreciate the technology – especially ABS brakes."

Voni, 64, and Ardys, 79, met up to ride their millionth mile together, and the
odometers finally clicked over this landmark achievement at Red Mountain
Overlook in Colorado. Confirmation of their successful target has already been
awarded by BMW Motorrad USA and the BMW Motorcycle Owners of America,
after the pair sent off paperwork confirming each of their 100,000 mile milestones.
The Iron Butt Association also plans to make it an official record. "Our record is for
being the first two women in North America to do this – we might be the first in the
world, but I don’t know how we can confirm it," explains Voni.

Both have ridden for more than 25 years, with Voni getting her first bike in 1977
and Ardys in 1985. Voni has a trademark color of red – most of her bikes, including
her current F800S, are red, as is all her riding gear. The friends are both retired now,
but Ardys formerly worked as an electronics technician, and is a licensed pilot,
while Voni was a teacher, working with special needs pupils.

Both Voni and Ardys are experienced long distance endurance riders. Voni
finished the 11-day Iron Butt Rally in 2003, while Ardys has completed the same
event on four separate occasions.



Here are a few Odds and Ends of things that I’ve run
across recently….

Looking for a quick fuel mileage
calculator? Go to this website and
check this one out, it is quick and
simple, just plug in your numbers.

If you find that you use it often
then you could always make a
short-cut to it on your desktop. If
you can’t figure out how to do that
then you’ll have to find yourself a 12
year old. Most of them are computer
savvy.

Fuel Calculator

Riders that like to push their riding season into the
early Spring and late Fall might want to think about
getting a product like this Star Bright SALT OFF.

This stuff is designed to remove salt deposits from all
surfaces that come in contact with salts. Originally
developed for marine use (removing salt build-up on
hulls) but it works great on just about anything, such
as: trailers, diving equipment, rods, reels, etc. It also
leaves a protective coating to prevent future salt
damage.

For those of you that haven’t heard,
we lost our kitty on Easter weekend. It’s
been a sad time around our house
without “The Boy” as he was called.
What can I say, I have a way with
names.

He was with us for many years, first
showing up as a feral stray. Over the
years with lots of work & love we
turned him into a big people-loving
baby.

He will be missed.



SAFETY EQUIPMENT SHOULDN’T BE
CONSIDERED OPTIONAL

It’s a given that all jobs and sports feature some level of risk but is that any reason to pick and
choose which items of safety gear you’re going to use to protect yourself? The idea is to be able to
carry out your job or enjoy your sport without injuring yourself isn’t it? If we can minimize the risk
simply by wearing the right gear why wouldn’t we? Does that sound too draconian? Should we be
allowed to get ourselves hurt at work or at play just because we don’t want to wear protective
gear?

Do you weld in just a t-shirt and jeans without a mask? Do you operate a chainsaw without
proper chainsaw safety gear? Do you work on scaffolding without a harness? And yes it’s true that
MANY people do not wear all of their safety gear for lots of reasons: it’s uncomfortable, they don’t
feel it’s necessary, etc., etc. But when they end up getting hurt or killed can it really be called an
accident?



If you’re going for a ride this Spring you’d better
check your tires!

Frank came across an interesting thread on the KLR forum relating to a
guy who rides an ST1300 and runs Bridgestone tires. The story goes as
follows:

“A couple weeks ago while checking over my ST1300 before a ride I found what is shown in the photo below.
Severe cracking of the Bridgestone BT45 tire, starting at a central point and radiating outward. There was
similar damage on the other sidewall, but at a different location on the tire. The tire was still holding air, and I
was lucky I caught this during the pre-ride inspection of the bike before a planned 1000 mile weekend. This
tire was less than 6 months old and had a 2012 manufacture date.

I contacted Bridgestone and sent a link to the photos. I got this reply back:

"Jim, the tires have experienced this type of cracking due to being in freezing and below conditions.
Unfortunately this condition is not covered under the workmanship and materials warranty."

I swapped several more e-mails trying to get them to show me where there is a minimum temperature rating
for their tires, but they wouldn't give one. The closest I got was:

"I forwarded this back to our motorcycle rep. however in the summer you should be fine, but in the winter
time you will most likely run into this issue if the tire is exposed to colder than freezing conditions."

Apparently Bridgestone only designs their tires for warm weather use, and WILL NOT honour a warranty
problem if the tire was used in cold weather. Since KLR owners are hearty riders and many use their bikes in a
large range of temperatures, I wanted to point this out. If you choose to use Bridgestone tires in winter
months, especially at temperatures below freezing, inspect your tires often! Where I live, I won't be able to use
Bridgestone’s between late August and early June!”

RW here: That is some of the worst tire cracking I've ever seen. It’s incredible that Bridgestone would be taking that
kind of stance and not outright replacing the tire. Unless they have seen this a lot with that line of tires and have
chosen to ignore the situation. I ran a set of Bridgestone’s on my bike once and hated them, but this whole issue is
reminiscent of the Firestone/Bridgestone tire recalls back in the 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s. I’ll let you know if I
hear any more about this.



Great websites just keep popping up all
over the place. Dennis came across this one
and told me about it.

Sound Rider! is a Pacific Northwest
(Seattle, Washington) based website that
promotes riding throughout the northwest
United States and Canada.

www.soundrider.com/

Their website highlights lots of interesting
looking events, rallies and tours and has quite a
few interesting articles about motorcycling
news, safe riding and bike reviews.

One particular article that you should read is
by long-time rider and writer David Hough
titled: The Good Rider - Part 19: Getting
Noticed in Traffic.

The article is too long for me to reprint – even
if I could get permission – but is a great read!

Thunder Bay Superior Riders are heading to
Red Wing, Minnesota

August 8, 9, 10, 2013

Here is the latest information from Joe:

Dates are Aug 8 - 10 /2013; hotel reservation
phone number 888-867-7829. Unlike the
Hinckley Casino hotel this one fills up every
summer weekend so room rates are not flexible.
The rooms are different prices on certain days:

Treasure Island Casino - Room Rates
Thur. August 8/2013 - $64
Fri. August 9/2013 - $79
Sat. August 10/2013 - $119

Plus taxes.

For more information contact the casino:
www.treasureislandcasino.com

If you are registering for the rally copy me
joemceachern@hotmail.com your travel plans ,
and the days that you're attending as some may
stay fewer than 3 days and some may stay
longer. This would also enable some singles to
partner up for the trip to the rally.

Joe McEachern



Notes from the south…southern Ontario !

I’ve ridden northwestern and northcentral Ontario, but as I live near the GTA, on
the outskirts of Toronto, my riding is most often in the southern parts of the
province. This year, however, things are different, a lot different. I am not riding
much anywhere…because of old man winter!

I looked outside late this morning: snow flurries were blowing around, the grass
was turning green and getting tall and the sun was shining. I went into the garage,
looked at the three machines and asked myself: which one — snowblower,
lawnmower or bike? Such is spring, 2013 in southern Ontario. I heard from your
publisher, Robert Whaley, things are worse up there in the area around Thunder
Bay, 18 to 36 inches of snow. Are you kidding? I don’t think so. Bike riders don’t kid
about weather like that especially this late into spring.

So this is a lament. At this time of the year, in a normal year, southern Ontario
riders would have been out on their bikes many times. Many of us would have done
a couple of day-long rides even - but not this year. This year, I have tinkered with
the bike in the garage. I have washed it, spic and span. I have waxed it and polished
it to showroom display condition as I whine over the cold temperatures and the
occasional return of snow flurries, even now in late April. A ride south across the
international border to warmer climes would be in order but not likely in the cards.
Second thought warns me that I could freeze solid in the saddle with temperatures
hovering around the freezing mark, even in mid-day.

My heart goes out to you northern riders, but not fully, as we have our own
contentions with old man winter. I just cannot imagine how bad it must be further
north. When I rode in that region a couple of years ago, in early September, it was
cold in the early morning departures. April up there must be much the same but a
foot and a half of snow. Puleeeze…snowmobile conditions, not bike ones.

That rotter, old man winter, just doesn’t want to let go and that damsel, lady
spring, just doesn’t have the thermal energy to do him in yet. You just wait, old man
winter. Like Shania Twain sings, “She’s gonna get ya, soon,” darn soon. I hope!

It would seem that us Northwestern Ontario riders aren’t the
only ones contending with the snow and cold and that are

waiting patiently for all of this crap to go away and the warm
weather to show up. The following is a short note from

Richard Szpin, a reader from southern Ontario where the
weather is crap as well…


