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2013 Suzuki
Boulevard M109R
Limited Edition

Here is a question for you: Why is this guy wearing safety
gear and using safety devices?

If he was a real man he wouldn’t need any of that sissy
crap.

If you’re looking for a cruiser that will get your
adrenaline flowing, look no further! The Suzuki
Boulevard M109R Limited Edition delivers that by
combining sleek classic styling and unparalleled
performance. The M109R Limited Edition features an
advanced chassis built for effortless cruising whether it’s
across town, or across the country.

The bike's magnificent performance begins with a
1783cc, 8-valve DOHC, 54-degree, liquid-cooled, V-Twin
engine that is tuned to produce massive torque all the
way from idle to redline - which translates into
acceleration that you have to feel to believe.

The Boulevard M109RZ is the most powerful cruiser
Suzuki has ever produced. This monster packs two of
the largest engine pistons of any production car or bike
on the planet. Each of the huge 112mm forged
aluminium-alloy pistons use short skirts and cutaway
sides to reduce friction and provide the rider with raw,
unstoppable muscle.

A high-tensile double cradle steel frame is built to
comfortably handle all the power and torque while
delivering agile handling and a plush, smooth ride.
Inverted front forks feature race-proven cartridge
internals with 46mm stanchion tubes and provide 5.1-
inches of wheel travel. At the back is a cast aluminum
alloy swingarm that works with a progressive shock
linkage and a preload-adjustable single rear shock
delivering 4.6 inches of wheel travel.

Hey, Guess What . . .

It’s July, finally! There are tons of rides
and rallies going on, plus the Thunder
Bay Superior Riders’ Rally-On-The-Run
is coming up in early August, so get out
and get some riding in.

In case you missed it the 13th Annual
Ride for Dad was held on June 15th and
raised a remarkable $76,000 for the fight
against prostate cancer. Over 300 riders
participated this year in the “Roar for a
Cure”.



July 1 – 4, 2013 - 11th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 3 – 6, 2013 - Honda Wing Ding, Greenville, South Carolina
July 12 – 15, 2013 - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 13-14, 2013 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario
July 15 – 19, 2013 - Valkyrie Inzane XIII, La Crosse, Wisconsin
July 16-19, 2013 - Yamaha Star Days, Hershey, Pennsylvania
July 20, 2013 - 8th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders “Ride the River Bluffs”, Winona, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19-21, 2013 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 25-27, 2013 - Northern Stars National Rally, Orillia, Ontario

August 3, 2013 - 14th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 5 - 11, 2013 - 73nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 8 - 11, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Casino-Run – Red Wing, Minnesota
August 9 – 17, 2013 - CADVR 6 Rally, Eagle River, Wisconsin – this appears to be motorcycle

madness at its finest, check it out: www.cadvrider.com
August 10 – 16, 2013 - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 15-18, 2013 - 11th Annual Women in the Wind Motorcycle Rally, Stony Nakoda, Alberta
August 18, 2013 - Iowa State Fair Motorcycle Day, Des Moines, Iowa
August 23 – 25, 2013 - Aerostitch’s Very Boring Rally 3, Duluth, Minnesota (this is a must-see)

Register online for this great rally here:
http://www.aerostich.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=vbr&dir=desc&order=relevance

August 23 – 25, 2013 – The Great Lakes STAR-BQ, Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Aug 24, 2013 - Alzheimer’s Ride for Memories will be hosted in Dryden this year, for more info

check the website www.alzheimerkrr.com or contact Bill Naturkach gambler@jam21.net
Aug 27 – 30, 2013 - 14th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Bend, Oregon
Aug 28 – Sept 1, 2013 - Wharf Rat Motorcycle Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Four Corners Rally, Durango, Colorado

Sept 6 – 8, 2013 - 35th Annual Davis Motorcycle Rally, New Hampton, Iowa
Sept 13th, 2013 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario

Oct 31 - Nov 4, 2013 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas

Dec 7, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Christmas Dinner

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round
for a “Meet-and-Greet”

(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).
We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on

Wednesdays and 10:00AM on Saturdays.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”,

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any
last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know right away!

2013



Looking for someplace else to go and explore?

How about Oregon’s Hells Canyon Scenic Byway
The Hells Canyon Scenic Byway lets you leave the fast pace and fenced-in views

of Interstate 84 and follow the contours of the land into slower times and wilder
places. Journey from river’s edge to mountaintop and down to valley floor. Have
lunch overlooking a wild and scenic river; share a canyon road with a cattle drive.

Pass through lush valleys, rimmed by the snow-tipped Wallowa Mountains. Savor
the scent of pine on the fresh mountain air and enjoy panoramic views of rugged
basalt cliffs and grassy open ridges. Stand next to the majestic Snake River as it
begins its tumbling course through North America’s deepest canyon, or ride the
rapids on a raft or jetboat. Use this website (http://hellscanyonbyway.com/ ) to
help plan your Hells Canyon byway adventure. Or you could hit the Hells Canyon
Motorcycle Rally July 12-15, 2013.

Oregon



Long before there was
Ewan and Charley (and
their film and support
crews) there was Zoltán
and Gyula.

In the years between the
world wars, these two
Hungarian boys set out to
see the world and chose a
sidecar equipped
motorcycle to carry them.
The trip lasted almost eight
years and took them
through 68 countries on all
six inhabited continents.

This book, a narrative
derived from Zoltán’s
memoir, is an insight into
the world as it was during
those formative years
when, for the first time,
such a journey became
possible for those of
modest means. Along the
way, the two companions
met a number of world
leaders including

Looking for some more reading material?

Here is a story that will capture your imagination and stir
your soul.

These guys were the ORIGINAL motorcycle adventurers.

Mussolini, General Chiang Kai-shek, and President Herbert Hoover.

This version, recently translated into English, features some of Zoltán’s original
photography along with maps that follow their progress around the globe. In a way,
Zoltán and Gyula were the forerunners of the modern adventure motorcycling
movement, going places, experiencing life, and learning about the world they lived
in, all from the seat of a motorcycle.



The (still debated) asteroid that slammed
into the Earth 65 million years ago and
played a crucial role in wiping dinosaurs out,
may have actually been a binary system -
actually 2 asteroids engaged in an orbit
around each other.

Just when you thought it was safe to go outside: Scientists are
now speculating that the asteroid that wiped out the dinosaurs

may have been a set of binary asteroids

The surprising claim comes from analyzing
the proportion of asteroid craters on Earth
that were formed from binary impacts; the
results also add to the concern of those who

In actuality however, apparently 15 percent of all asteroids are binary, so, if that’s the case then
why aren’t 15 percent of craters binary? Miljković and her colleagues believe they have found the 
answer: they ran computer simulations and found that even binary systems often form a single
crater, mimicking a single asteroid impact.

Considering that the crater is typically 10 times bigger than the asteroid, this seems intuitive.
The team found that only unusual cases involving two small, widely separated asteroids are
guaranteed to form a pair of distinct craters. Their simulations confirmed that such situations are
just rare enough to explain why paired craters account for only 2 per cent of all Earth’s craters.

fear catastrophic collisions in the future. Here’s the deal: our planet bears the scars of twin-asteroid
impacts just like single impact craters; a good example is the Clearwater Lakes near Hudson Bay in
Canada, formed 290 million years ago. However, examples like this are pretty rare: 98% of all
craters are single impact, with only 2 in 100 coming from a binary system.

Upon further work this team of scientists found that it is possible to identify which of Earth’s
single craters had binary origins – these craters should be subtly asymmetrical – a feature
displayed by the crater near Chicxulub in Mexico – thought to have lead to the extinction of the
dinosaurs.

So what did that asteroid look
like? Most likely, if it was indeed a
binary, the 180 km radius of the
crater suggests the combined
diameter of the two asteroids being
somewhere around 7 to 10 km.
This is about the same diameter as
the single rock previously
imagined to be the culprit.



Have you ever seen KTM’s Moped - The Mecky
We’re all familiar with KTM, we occasionally see or read about a few of them. They’re big into

racing and enduro so we don’t see lots of them around Thunder Bay. KTM is well known for their
very capable and robust off-road motorcycles. You just need to look at the last 10 years worth of
Dakar races to see that they've not only taken first place, but also many of the top 10 places. But
they didn't always make off-road (and sports) motorcycles.

KTM was founded in 1934 by Hans Trunkenpolz in Mattighoven in Austria as a metalworking
shop. The company was called Kraftfahrzeug Trunkenpolz Mattighofen, KTM. A few years later, in
1937, they started selling and repairing DKW motorcycles.

But it was only in 1953 that they came up with the idea to make their own motorcycles, and
when in 1955 Austrian business man Ernst Kronreif bought into the company they were able to
really make motorcycles. In the process, the company got renamed to Kronreif & Trunkenpolz
Mattighofen, but it was still abbreviated to KTM.

Their first real motorcycle was a moped, the Mecky, built in 1957. The Mecky sported a 50cc
single cylinder engine with 2.1 hp, capable of the blazing speed of 40 kph. The moped had 2 gears
and had a total weight of 103 pounds. Mileage was 1.4 liters for 100 kilometers (~200MPG).

By the 1960's both owners died and the company was finally renamed to Kraftrader
Trunkenpolz Mattighofen. By that time, KTM was not only producing the Mecky but also the
Ponny and even bicycles. But it was only in the 70's that KTM started producing actual
motorcycles used in the racing world along with a car, the X-Bow.

KTM X-Bow Super Sport Car

KTM Mecky
KTM Ponny



I was going to add a page in here about another monster to be wary of when out riding, but the
following bizarre – but true – story is worth the read. Many thanks to Paul P. from Kapuskasing!

On Saturday June 8th, a Banff motorcyclist was pursued by a
‘massive’ grey wolf along a stretch of B.C. highway, and to prove his

story, manages to take several pictures of the wolf chasing him.
Banff mechanic Tim Bartlett was christening a new motorcycle

through the Rocky Mountains when he had a rare wildlife encounter
that was equal parts terrifying and enchanting. On a stretch of
British Columbia’s Highway 93, a massive grey wolf emerged from
the trees, lunged at his speeding ride and chased after him at full
speed as he pulled away.

The story would have become little more than another legend
clanging around the roadhouses of Western Canada if Mr. Bartlett
had not whipped a camera out of his top pocket to record the event for
posterity; capturing a series of rare snapshots that have since been
beamed around the world. National Post’s Tristin Hopper reached
him by phone on Friday morning.

How did this happen?
I was about 320 [kilometers] into a 400 k trip … and was

doing about 90km/h in the right hand lane going north and
[the wolf] came from the left hand side of the road. It darted
out, crossed the other lane and I had to swerve and accelerate
to get around it. I went forward about 100 meters and when I
turned around it was just standing in the middle of the lane
watching me.

How close did it get to you?
It was coming at me. It probably got to within a couple

meters, easy, maybe a meter. If I’d have slowed down I would
have definitely hit it, so I just opened it up, got a bit of power
and got around it. I’ve had dogs run out at me on bikes before
and you sort of get a feel for the distance the speed you’re
going, but it was pretty tight.

But after you’d gotten some distance between you, that’s when
you pulled around for a closer look?

I stopped the bike, pulled my gloves off, took my camera out,
did a u-turn and came back, and that’s when I managed to get
the pictures. When [the wolf] heard me coming, it jumped back
over a [roadside] barrier and it started running. I sped up a
little bit, it got in nice and close and I was driving with my
right hand and clicking pictures with my left. When I first
came back around, it came in really close; probably a bit too
close. It would have been a real bad time to run out of gas.
Even over the motor, I could hear it. I could hear its feet on the
road.

Do you think this wolf was playing with you, or were you
being hunted?

To me, it was more exciting than scary, I’ll put it to you that
way. In my gut, I didn’t feel threatened at all. I would have felt
threatened if I was walking or on a bicycle, but I knew I could
outrun it. It also didn’t have a real aggressive feel. I don’t think
it was after me, it was probably after the bike. That’s just the
way I felt; I could have been wrong, I’m no wolf expert.

The chase kept up for about a kilometre. How did it
end?

As you can see in one of the last photos, a few cars
had started coming and going so I thought, I better
not be here, so I accelerated away. I didn’t want it
jumping out into the path of an oncoming car. The
last I saw it was running into the trees.



Want to go and explore
someplace breathtaking?

Take a ride out to
Wyoming!

We’ve ridden across Wyoming a couple of
times, and it just doesn’t get old. There is just
no end to the incredible scenery there.

Starting in the northeast corner of the state
we’ve been in the Black Hills, visited Devils
Tower, ridden across the Thunder Basin
National Grasslands, stayed in Casper,
overnighted in Buffalo and have ridden a
couple of the high passes across the Bighorn
National Forest – they’re spectacular!

From Buffalo we’ve ridden across the Great
Divide Basin to Cody, ridden the Beartooth
Pass and the Chief Joseph Scenic Highway and
cruised through Yellowstone Park.

Yellowstone is a treat unto itself, there are
tons of buffalo, lots of traffic and of course Old
Faithful that you have to wait for and see – it’s
amazing!

After riding through the park we headed
down through the Teton National Park where
we chased a couple of guys on sport bikes for
an hour or so (they showed us a couple of
things about riding mountain roads) and then
overnighted in Jackson Hole. One of our trips
down the west side of Wyoming took us to the
Bonneville Salt Flats and the other one took us
to Salt Lake City.

And although we’ve covered much of
Wyoming there is still lots to see there: places
like Bighorn Canyon near Lovell, the Washakie
Museum in Worland, more of the Teton
Nationl Park, both the Fossil Butte National
Monument and Flaming Gorge Recreation
Areas just to name a few.

So get out and do some exploring!

Gorge



Okay, this place is DEFINITELY going on my list of
Places To See…

Craters of the Moon
National Monument and

Preserve Park, Idaho

This has got to be one of the
coolest looking places in North
America.

Craters of the Moon is a vast
ocean of lava flows with scattered
islands of cinder cones and
sagebrush.

Between 15,000 and 2,000 years
ago the Craters of the Moon Lava
Field formed during eight major
eruptive periods. During this time
the Craters of the Moon lava field
grew to cover 618 square miles.

Check out Roadtrip America’s
write-up on this area: its history
(and possible future) is amazing. 



It is generally accepted that the wheel was invented by
the Mesopotamian’s back around 3500 BC.

Based on diagrams on ancient clay tablets, the earliest
known use of this essential invention was a potter’s wheel
that was used at Ur in Mesopotamia (part of modern day
Iraq). The first use of the wheel for transportation was
probably on Mesopotamian chariots in 3200 BC.

The wheel is probably the most important mechanical
invention of all time. Nearly every machine built since the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution involves a single,
basic principle embodied in one of mankind’s truly
significant inventions. It’s hard to imagine any mechanized
system that would be possible without the wheel or the
idea of a symmetrical component moving in a circular
motion on an axis. From tiny watch gears to automobiles,
jet engines and computer disk drives, the principle is the
same.

A wheel with spokes first appeared on Egyptian chariots
around 2000 BC, and wheels seem to have developed in
Europe by 1400 BC without any influence from the Middle
East.

Because the idea of the wheel appears so simple, it’s easy
to assume that the wheel would have simply "happened" in
every culture when it reached a particular level of
sophistication. However, this is not the case. The great Inca,
Aztec and Maya civilizations reached an extremely high
level of development, yet they never used the wheel. In
fact, there is no evidence that the use of the wheel existed
among native people anywhere in the Western Hemisphere
until well after contact with Europeans.

Have you ever wondered
what life would be like

without wheels?

WheelsWheels
Through TimeThrough Time
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Here is a little mileage chart that I threw together. Most of us old-timers are buying our gas by the litre and reading our
odometers in kilometers, but still use Miles/Gallon as a reference to fuel economy. Well, hopefully this little chart will help us do a
quick conversion, and as you can see it is in Imperial Gallons not US Gallons (which I grew up with) but it’s better than nothing.
And, before you ask: No, I don’t plan on trying to learn about litres per whatever per whatever. My brain is full and I don’t think
I could possibly stuff any more knowledge in there….

Mileage Calculator - Miles per Imperial Gallon

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

10 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.2 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.1
20 5.7 5.1 4.7 4.3 4.0 3.8 3.5 3.3 3.1 3.0 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.4 2.3
30 8.5 7.7 7.1 6.5 6.1 5.7 5.3 5.0 4.7 4.5 4.2 4.0 3.9 3.7 3.5 3.4
40 11.3 10.3 9.4 8.7 8.1 7.5 7.1 6.6 6.3 5.9 5.7 5.4 5.1 4.9 4.7 4.5
50 14.1 12.8 11.8 10.9 10.1 9.4 8.8 8.3 7.9 7.4 7.1 6.7 6.4 6.1 5.9 5.7
60 17.0 15.4 14.1 13.0 12.1 11.3 10.6 10.0 9.4 8.9 8.5 8.1 7.7 7.4 7.1 6.8
70 19.8 18.0 16.5 15.2 14.1 13.2 12.4 11.6 11.0 10.4 9.9 9.4 9.0 8.6 8.2 7.9
80 22.6 20.6 18.8 17.4 16.1 15.1 14.1 13.3 12.6 11.9 11.3 10.8 10.3 9.8 9.4 9.0
90 25.4 23.1 21.2 19.6 18.2 17.0 15.9 15.0 14.1 13.4 12.7 12.1 11.6 11.1 10.6 10.2
100 28.3 25.7 23.6 21.7 20.2 18.8 17.7 16.6 15.7 14.9 14.1 13.5 12.8 12.3 11.8 11.3
110 31.1 28.3 25.9 23.9 22.2 20.7 19.4 18.3 17.3 16.4 15.5 14.8 14.1 13.5 13.0 12.4
120 33.9 30.8 28.3 26.1 24.2 22.6 21.2 19.9 18.8 17.8 17.0 16.1 15.4 14.7 14.1 13.6
130 36.7 33.4 30.6 28.2 26.2 24.5 23.0 21.6 20.4 19.3 18.4 17.5 16.7 16.0 15.3 14.7
140 39.6 36.0 33.0 30.4 28.3 26.4 24.7 23.3 22.0 20.8 19.8 18.8 18.0 17.2 16.5 15.8
150 42.4 38.5 35.3 32.6 30.3 28.3 26.5 24.9 23.6 22.3 21.2 20.2 19.3 18.4 17.7 17.0
160 45.2 41.1 37.7 34.8 32.3 30.1 28.3 26.6 25.1 23.8 22.6 21.5 20.6 19.7 18.8 18.1
170 48.0 43.7 40.0 36.9 34.3 32.0 30.0 28.3 26.7 25.3 24.0 22.9 21.8 20.9 20.0 19.2
180 50.9 46.2 42.4 39.1 36.3 33.9 31.8 29.9 28.3 26.8 25.4 24.2 23.1 22.1 21.2 20.3
190 53.7 48.8 44.7 41.3 38.3 35.8 33.6 31.6 29.8 28.3 26.8 25.6 24.4 23.3 22.4 21.5
200 56.5 51.4 47.1 43.5 40.4 37.7 35.3 33.2 31.4 29.7 28.3 26.9 25.7 24.6 23.6 22.6
210 59.3 53.9 49.5 45.6 42.4 39.6 37.1 34.9 33.0 31.2 29.7 28.3 27.0 25.8 24.7 23.7
220 62.2 56.5 51.8 47.8 44.4 41.4 38.9 36.6 34.5 32.7 31.1 29.6 28.3 27.0 25.9 24.9
230 65.0 59.1 54.2 50.0 46.4 43.3 40.6 38.2 36.1 34.2 32.5 31.0 29.5 28.3 27.1 26.0
240 67.8 61.7 56.5 52.2 48.4 45.2 42.4 39.9 37.7 35.7 33.9 32.3 30.8 29.5 28.3 27.1
250 70.7 64.2 58.9 54.3 50.5 47.1 44.2 41.6 39.3 37.2 35.3 33.6 32.1 30.7 29.4 28.3
260 73.5 66.8 61.2 56.5 52.5 49.0 45.9 43.2 40.8 38.7 36.7 35.0 33.4 31.9 30.6 29.4
270 76.3 69.4 63.6 58.7 54.5 50.9 47.7 44.9 42.4 40.1 38.2 36.3 34.7 33.2 31.8 30.5
280 79.1 71.9 65.9 60.8 56.5 52.8 49.4 46.5 44.0 41.6 39.6 37.7 36.0 34.4 33.0 31.7
290 82.0 74.5 68.3 63.0 58.5 54.6 51.2 48.2 45.5 43.1 41.0 39.0 37.3 35.6 34.1 32.8
300 84.8 77.1 70.7 65.2 60.5 56.5 53.0 49.9 47.1 44.6 42.4 40.4 38.5 36.9 35.3 33.9

Still worried about having your motorcycle stolen?

The BikeSpike is a small, inconspicuous device with great
potential in regards to vehicle tracking. “It’s like a LoJack
but better,” says its creator, Clay Neigher.

Their website is just in its preliminary stages but can be
found at: www.bikespike.com/

Here is a new Crowd-Funded product that should
be on the market within a few months called the
BikeSpike. It’s the brainchild of Chicago-based
entrepreneur Clay Neigher. An avid cyclist, Neigher
came up with the idea behind BikeSpike after his
fourth bicycle was stolen. Although originally
conceived for bicycles this product could be
invaluable for any vehicle.

Inside the device, which is slightly less than half
the size of your average TV remote control, (most of
which houses the long-life battery), sits a GPS unit,
accelerometer, and a cellular transmitter, which
connects to the GSM network and is how the device
speaks to your smartphone (iOS and Android for
now). The designers also have plans for a model of
this unit that is externally powered by 12 volts so
that it can be installed and forgotten about until
needed. There is no word on price yet either.


