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Yamaha Road Star
Warrior

The Yamaha Warrior was last produced back
in 2010, but it is still my dream bike….

This 1700 cc beast did everything but make
coffee for you. Looking for sport-bike
excitement or going for a cruise, the Warrior
combined the best of both riding experiences
into one bike.

The Warrior took the cruiser’s low-end
muscle and combined it with the handling and
manoeuvrability of a sport bike. The
suspension was derived from Yamaha’s
champion-bred YZF-R1 and the engine was
wrapped in a high-tech aluminum chassis.

I rode one of these down in Colorado a few
years ago and fell in love with it. These bikes
had so much power that they should have had
a factory installed push-button gear changer.

The one that I rode had a custom paint job in
a deep cherry/red with ghost flames.

Duncan still gives me a hard time about not
buying it on the spot when I had the chance
….. Oh, well, we live and dream….

Finally bowing to pressure from the
astronauts - NASA announced today that

their Moon Rovers are going to be
HELMET OPTIONAL !

Hey All,
I was lamenting the demise of the

venerable penny the other day and had a
couple of sad thoughts. How will we ever
be able to get a penny for our thoughts
now, or be able to put our two cents
worth into a discussion? And is a penny
saved really a penny earned? What
exactly is it worth anyway, and can you
take that to the bank without having them
laugh at you?

I don’t know about you, but I’d have a
tough time trying to wrangle a nickel out
of anyone for any of my thoughts. But
then I suppose if it’s rounded down then
they’re actually worth squat!



June 4-8, 2013 - 17th Annual West Texas Western Swing Festival, Snyder, Texas
June 7-8, 2013 - Victory Motorcycle Demo Ride Day at North Country Cycle & Sports
June 15, 2013 - 13th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay, Ontario – The show

starts at 7:30am with a hot breakfast, Location is The Victoria Inn, 555 Arthur St.!
June 17, 2013 – RIDE YOUR BIKE TO WORK DAY !
June 28, 29, 30, 2013 - New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
June 29-30, 2013 – J and P Open House, Anamosa, Iowa

July 1 – 4, 2013 - 11th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 3 – 6, 2013 - Honda Wing Ding, Greenville, South Carolina
July 12 – 15, 2013 - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 13-14, 2013 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario
July 15 – 19, 2013 - Valkyrie Inzane XIII, La Crosse, Wisconsin
July 16-19, 2013 - Yamaha Star Days, Hershey, Pennsylvania
July 20, 2013 - 8th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders “Ride the River Bluffs”, Winona, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19-21, 2013 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 25-27, 2013 - Northern Stars National Rally, Orillia, Ontario

August 3, 2013 - 14th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 5 - 11, 2013 - 73nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 8 - 11, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Casino-Run – Red Wing, Minnesota
August 9 – 17, 2013 - CADVR 6 Rally, Eagle River, Wisconsin – this appears to be motorcycle

madness at its finest, check it out: www.cadvrider.com
August 10 – 16, 2013 - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 15-18, 2013 - 11th Annual Women in the Wind Motorcycle Rally, Stony Nakoda, Alberta
August 18, 2013 - Iowa State Fair Motorcycle Day, Des Moines, Iowa
August 23 – 25, 2013 - Aerostitch’s Very Boring Rally 3, Duluth, Minnesota (this is a must-see)
August 23 – 25, 2013 – The Great Lakes STAR-BQ, Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Aug 24, 2013 - Alzheimer’s Ride for Memories will be hosted in Dryden this year, for more info

check the website www.alzheimerkrr.com or contact Bill Naturkach gambler@jam21.net
Aug 27 – 30, 2013 - 14th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Bend, Oregon
Aug 28 – Sept 1, 2013 - Wharf Rat Motorcycle Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Four Corners Rally, Durango, Colorado

Sept 6 – 8, 2013 - 35th Annual Davis Motorcycle Rally, New Hampton, Iowa
Sept 13th, 2013 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario

Oct 31 - Nov 4, 2013 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas
Dec 7, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Christmas Dinner

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round
for a “Meet-and-Greet”

(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).
We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on

Wednesdays and 10:00AM on Saturdays.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”,

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any
last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know right away!

2013



Are you going to be buying
new riding gear this year?

As the old saying goes:
There's no such thing as bad weather,

only inappropriate clothing.

Bikers are notorious for buying riding
gear. For some reason we just seem to
“need” that new jacket, or that new pair of
boots, or that fancy new helmet, etc.

Not that that’s a bad thing though, if
we’re going to be “cool” then we need to
LOOK cool!

And besides, new gear make you FEEL
good!

But how many of us have tried to skimp
and save while we’re trying to buy new

equipment? We’ve all done it at one time or another and sometimes it works out for
us, but as we all know: if you buy cheap – you usually get cheap!

It happens to all of us, we’re headed out on that road trip and realize that we’ve
forgotten something. No problem, we’ll just stop in at a discount store along the way
and pick up something cheap. There’s no point in buying a good quality product
because you’ve got one of those sitting at home – right?

The trouble shows up when you find you have to use that piece of “inexpensive”
equipment that you bought and it more often than not breaks, bends or rips as you
are taking it out of the package.

You should never let your trip be spoiled because of cheap gear. It will always fail
when you need it most and that can leave you stranded on the side of the road or
soaked to the skin or practically freezing trying to get to shelter.

But saying that - we also don’t have to have
the absolute best or most expensive equipment
on the planet.

We want to strike a balance and buy the
most expensive equipment – that we can
afford – this is always better than buying the
cheapest, even if it means spreading the
purchases out over two or three riding
seasons.

And this applies to everything, not only our
riding gear such as boots, pants, jackets,
helmets, gloves, etc. but also to tools and parts.

Good stuff lasts a long time and if you invest
wisely and look after your equipment it will
serve you well.



Looking to extend the life of your motorcycle?

Dimple Drain
Magnetic Drain Plug

We’ve all seen magnetic drain
plugs before, but apparently
this one is better.

The dimple drain replaces
your stock drain plug and pulls
ferrous metal from your
engines oil. Even if your
motorcycle already comes with
a magnetic plug- the Dimple
Drain offers a superior magnet.

In a comparison test against a stock motorcycle oil plug the Dimple Drain Plug
was proven to be 1,435 times stronger. The magnet in the plug is bonded
permanently with a high temperature, high strength epoxy for your peace of
mind. They’re made for most makes and models of motorcycles, and automobiles
too. Prices are about $35.00 USD. Check them out: www.drainplugmagnets.com

I don’t imagine that I get a lot of people
interested in learning how to ride or even
new riders to the sport reading my
newsletter, but if I do then good for you.
You may not know it but you’re
embarking on a journey of adventure and
excitement that will last you a lifetime.

When I first got the bug to learn how to
ride (and it was a bug, it was an epiphany
that came to me like a shot out of the blue)
I found a copy of this 20 page publication
written specifically for beginner riders.

The organization that published it is
now defunct, but the Ten-Step Guide is
well worth reading and can be
downloaded from the internet at the link
below.

Pass it on to anyone you know that is
thinking of taking up biking.

New to Riding?

http://www.motorcycletrainingacademy.com/docs/tenstepguide.pdf



Even if you’ve never thought about taking a
motorcycle trip to Alaska, Klancher and
Freeman’s guide will have you seriously
considering one before you’ve finished the
first chapter.

The guide’s comprehensive advice, detailed
maps, stunning photography, and
unparalleled adventure quotient will have
you dreaming about taking your own journey
Into the Wild.

The Adventurous
Motorcyclist’s Guide to

Alaska

The sheer size and ruggedness of Alaska
means that in order to get the most out of
your (most likely limited) time there, you’re
going to need some sort of guide. That’s
where this guide comes in.

Klancher and Freeman, a publisher and
Alaskan motorcycle tour guide respectively,
have pooled their extensive knowledge and
experience to produce a comprehensive,
engaging, and imminently useful guide to
conquering this immense, sparsely populated
wilderness of endless dirt roads and
breathtaking scenery on two wheels.



Almost blown away…in the USA!

A few summers back, I rode a solo bike tour of over 10,000 miles and almost got
blown away in the Midwestern USA.

My paranoia of riding in the US was high enough already because of the
increasing number of stories of violence in the American media. When in Minnesota
I noticed vehicle plates read “Land of a Thousand Lakes” and I feared miss-riding
into one of them but the motto may be a misnomer! From the countless number of
pickup trucks with rear-cab window rifle racks, maybe the plates should read “Land
of a Thousand Guns!”

However, my fears kicked up a notch in Fargo, ND, the ideal setting for the Cohen
brothers’ movie of the same name. Stopping for a coffee, I was open-mouth
dumbfounded to see a man in line with a holstered gun. Caffeine jitters took on a
whole new meaning in North Dakota.

I rode out of North Dakota as fast as I could.

I hoped Montana, the next state west would feel safer.

I was ‘flying’ even though I do not like speeding on my motorcycle but the
blackest clouds I had ever seen were closing in on me, ominously. I pulled up to a
gas pump to refuel. A pickup truck pulled up right behind me. The driver rushed
out, almost bumping into me in his eagerness to tell me something. “Hey man, you
sure got the right idea, ridin’ like hell like that. I just came out of that storm back
there. Worst hail I’ve ever seen. Look at my truck?” It looked like it had been used
for target practice by a machine gun-armed state militia, every inch of it
pockmarked from hailstone indentations. As they say in old western movies, “I
hightailed it out there…fast!”

Hey All,

The following is another story sent in by an actual reader of this rag. Richard Szpin is a freelance writer
and rider that lives in Toronto. Richard has done some extensive riding across North America and he has
taken the time to write several stories about his adventures. Richard has graciously sent me a couple of his
stories to publish and one of them is below.

We all know that motorcycle riding is an adventure every time that you saddle up and head out on the
road and this is a story about dangerous winds.

As Richard says: “ I was going through my notes about touring western Canada and the USA, I was reminded of a
really bad riding experience in Montana. I thought it might make for an interesting read for your readers. I have
experienced the incredible winds that I write about only three times in all my North American riding. The first time, in
Montana and it scared the hell out of me. Then, in Lethbridge, Alberta which was a continuation of my western
Canada-USA tour. Finally, only one other time, in southwestern Newfoundland on a road they have appropriately
named, “The Wreck House.” Winds, the velocity of which I have only seen in the aforementioned two places.”

continued >



My ride continued, Billings, then north to Roundup. My hopes of quickly reaching
the safety and security of Canada grew, but a new reality smashed them. I outrode
one major danger, only to meet another.

I was riding comfortably, relaxed by the nice cycles of the roadway’s ups and
downs, when suddenly, just as I crested another hill, I got hit.

The strongest blast of wind I have ever felt in all my years of motorcycling shoved
me right over, to the very edge my seat. I was almost riding “sidecar” without
actually having one on my bike. I leaned my bike, then some more and then, even
more. I thought, ‘This is it.”

I slowed down immediately, slowed right down to walking speed. The incredible
gusts were like none I had ever experienced, blasting at me, almost toppling me
over. My bike, a full-sized cruiser at well over a thousand pounds with me on it,
rocked from the terrible blasts. I was in the middle of nowhere, an empty plain, so I
had to continue. I rode on, at a speed a pedestrian could have outpaced.

This wind from hell, scared the hell out of me: sudden explosions of wind at one
moment; absolute calm, dead air, the next. I adjusted my riding with weight-shifting
leans. The moment I became confident with my leaning, the wind would suddenly
stop. One instant, I would be leaning to an extreme to maintain control; the next, I
had to totally correct myself to stay upright and avoid crashing.

From comfortably cruising at 80 mph, I slowed down drastically to 25 mph. Yup,
25 mph. I had never felt so afraid on a bike in my life. I looked around and what I
saw frightened me even more. I was totally alone; on a broad, open plain, in central
Montana, not near much of anything. The next big town was a 100 miles away. I was
in the middle of nowhere, no hotels, no motels, no truck-stops, no nuthin’. Besides, I
thought, what would be the point of stopping. The wind wasn’t going to stop just
because I did. This was not the bike tour I had envisaged.

Richard Szpin at the Terry Fox Lookout
in Thunder Bay, Ontario.

As I passed through Lewiston, the winds calmed.
Onward to Great Falls I decided, just a few hours
up the road. There, I checked into a motel for the
night. My sleep was of ‘the fatigued;’ thankfully
not ‘of the dead.’

I will always remember the interesting people I
met on my ride, great stories, unique appearances,
colourful anecdotes, and helpful directions.
Everyone was friendly and welcoming. However, I
will never forget Montana, the state — where I was
almost blown away in the USA!



Dunfermline-born Ian Anderson formed Jethro Tull
way back in 1968. They have gone on to become one of
the most successful and enduring acts in British rock
history, with landmark albums such as Aqualung,
Thick As A Brick and Too Old To Rock 'n' Roll, Too
Young To Die, and one of my favourites Catfish Rising.

Jethro Tull have sold some 60 million albums
worldwide and performed over 2,500 concerts in 40
countries.

Ian Anderson is back
on the road this year
with Jethro Tull. In
addition to all of the
European, Latin
American and Asian
tour dates the band will
be hitting some hot
spots in the U.S. and
Canada this summer.

Get out to see them if
you get a chance, they
put on an amazing
performance!

www.jethrotull.com



Hey Look –
I Found My

Soapbox Again!
There are (too) many states and
municipalities that have adopted
the following or similar type of
statute:

Notwithstanding subsection (1), a
person over 21 years of age may
operate or ride upon a motorcycle
without wearing protective headgear
securely fastened upon his or her head
if such person is covered by an insurance policy providing for at least $10,000 in medical
benefits for injuries incurred as a result of a crash while operating or riding on a motorcycle.

How crazy is that? If you’re not wearing any safety gear and you have a crash in
the U.S. that $10,000.00 dollars will just about get you to the Emergency Room. After
that you’re going to be relying on the public health care system to look after you….
That’s providing you survive the crash.

When I learned how to ride we were taught to always wear a helmet and all of our
safety gear (ATGATT – all the gear all the time), and it just feels natural now. In fact
most riders that use them all the time will say that trying to ride without a helmet or
safety gear just doesn’t feel right. But there are as many opinions on the subject as
there are riders on the road. It’s a personal choice where helmets are optional, and

each rider has to decide
for themselves the risk
level that they’re willing
to accept in the event of
a crash.

It’s your skin – you
decide….

This is where the helmet
hits the road:



I’m going to retire one of these days and like most other retirees will
probably be looking for something to keep me busy. Doing lots of riding
would be one way to keep busy but I haven’t found a way to get anyone
to pay me to ride around the country… How great would that be?!

The following doesn’t pay very much but sure sounds like it could be
fun! I can see the reality TV show now - - -

“HILLBILLY SNAKE HUNTERS”

How much fun would it be to hunt pythons in the Florida Everglades?!
We could be ‘Snake Wranglers’. That’d be a hoot! At least it’s warm there,
they have a few mosquitoes, but no black flies, that would be a bonus
right there.

THINKING OF RETIRING? LOOKING FOR A JOB?

My buddy Ken is interested in going with me! He’s an old snake hunter
from way-back. We could get ourselves an air boat and a couple of guns
and head out into the swamps. I’d even be willing to bet that pythons are
good to eat. They probably taste like chicken.

I should probably start working on some t-shirt designs now….



Women Riders Conference is coming to
Alberta this summer.

The conference, open to women riders from
North America and abroad, will host seminars,
workshops and demo rides, and several
inspirational speakers will be present. Scenic rides
and product showcases will also be part of the
activities.

Some interactive presentations will include an
introduction to off-road riding, the essentials of
motorcycle mechanics and competitive riding for
women.

You can find out more and register at the rally
website or at the MCC. You can also follow the
Women Riders Council Facebook page here.

The Chinook Outriders have partnered with The Women Riders Council of the MCC to put on a
woman riders conference this summer. The Chinook Outriders, based in Calgary, Alberta, is a
more than 50 member strong chapter of Women in the Wind, a women’s motorcycling
organization with chapters in Australia, Canada, the U.S. and the U.K.

The Chinook Outriders, in conjunction with the Motorcyclists Confederation of Canada (MCC),
will hold a women riders conference at the Stoney Nakoda Resort and Casino, located 60 km west
of Calgary, on August 15-18.

August 8, 9, 10, 2013
Here is the latest information from Joe:

Dates are Aug 8 - 10 /2013; hotel reservation phone
number 888-867-7829. Unlike the Hinckley Casino hotel
this one fills up every summer weekend so room rates
are not flexible. The rooms are different prices on
certain days:

Treasure Island Casino - Room Rates
Thurs. August 8/2013 - $64
Fri. August 9/2013 - $79
Sat. August 10/2013 - $119

Plus taxes.

For more information contact the casino:
www.treasureislandcasino.com

If you are registering for the rally copy me
joemceachern@hotmail.com your travel plans, and the
days that you're attending as some may stay fewer than
3 days and some may stay longer. This would also
enable some singles to partner up for the trip to the
rally. Joe McEachern

Thunder Bay Superior Riders are heading to
Red Wing, Minnesota



New for 2013

Check this out: Hot Bike
magazine is having its
first-ever Power Tour this
summer.

Running Aug 24-29 and
travelling from Little Rock,
Arkansas to Racine,
Wisconsin this should be a
historic ride and the
ultimate Steel Horse
Cavalry of motorcycles.

Join Us for the inaugural Hot Bike Power Tour; a rolling rally hitting the
Midwest traveling with the nation’s premier motorcycle and aftermarket
manufacturers rolling arm and arm along the way. The tour kicks off in
Little Rock, AR and will make its way in five days to the final destination
in Racine, WI. From Racine, riders can also ride over to Milwaukee for
Harley Davidson’s 110th Anniversary Celebration to cap off the
experience.

All makes and models of bikes will be allowed to participate in the
World’s Largest Traveling Bike Tour. Throughout the tour, riders will be
able to pick up and take off from any city following fellow bikers to the
final destination. Those who ride from the start to the finish of the Tour are
termed “LongRiders” and will be held in the highest hard-assed honor.
Spectators are welcomed and encouraged at all of our daily stops to check
out our bike show, new parts pavilion, live music and more for FREE!

This first ever Power Tour for motorcycles will be the ultimate steel
horse cavalry of motorcycle enthusiasts from all over the world to sightsee,
explore, and show off their creations across the United States.

This is what their website has to say:

Check em’ out at: www.hotbikeweb.com



2013 AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days – July 19-21

The American Motorcyclist Association has announced
the 2013 dates for the country's premier annual celebration
of vintage motorcycling.

AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days will take place on July
19-21 at the world-class Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in
Lexington, Ohio.

"AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days is a yearly must-do for
motorcyclists from the Midwest and beyond, so we
wanted to get the 2013 date out with plenty of time for
riders to make plans," said AMA President and CEO Rob
Dingman.

"AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days is unique in the world
of motorcycling in that all makes and models of vintage
bikes -- and all riders -- are celebrated in a three-day event
that brings out the best of motorcycling. I hope to see you
there."

Added Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course President Craig
Rust: "This event has such a rich history, and over the
years it has become a fan favorite. No other event on our
schedule transforms the facility or uses the grounds like
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days. It truly is a unique
event!"

A fundraiser for the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame,
AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days features classic
motorcycles of all makes and styles, and honors the riders
who made them famous.

Activities include the AMA Racing Vintage Grand
Championships, which feature road racing, motocross,
hare scrambles, trials and dirt-track; North America's
largest motorcycle swap meet; bike shows and awards;
stunt shows; demo rides of current production bikes; and
seminars on a number of topics by noted motorcycling
experts.

Tickets are on sale now. Advance ticket prices are $45 for
a weekend pass, and $25 for a single-day pass. The event
is family-friendly, and children 12 and under get in free
with paying, supervising adults.

AMA members who buy tickets directly from the AMA
before May 28 receive an exclusive price discount. AMA
members can call (800) AMA-JOIN to purchase a weekend
pass for $35, a $10 savings off the regular advance rate, and
a one-day pass for $20, a $5 savings off the regular advance
rate. Additionally, there is no service charge for AMA
members when purchasing through the AMA.

All proceeds from AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days
benefit the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. Motorcycle
Hall of Fame , AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days



Thinking of heading down to the Southwest U.S.?
You might want to check out some of these hot spots in

New Mexico!
New Mexico is called the “land of

enchantment”, and it certainly lives up
to its reputation for beautiful locations
and great things to see and do. From
mountains to deserts, sand dunes to
snow capped peaks, New Mexico has it
all. Here are a few of the Must-See
places to visit in New Mexico.

1 Carlsbad Caverns National Park:
Beneath the Chihuahuan Desert and
Guadalupe Mountains of southeastern
New Mexico is a hidden wonder. It’s
hard to image that under a rather bleak
stretch of cactus, rock and sand there
exists a world of exquisite beauty,
hidden in more than 300 known caves.

2 White Sands National Monument:
Gleaming like arctic snow, the sand
dunes of White Sands National
Monument are anything but cold. Here,
great wave-like dunes of gypsum sand
have engulfed 275 square miles of
desert just north of the border with
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Mexico, and have created the world’s largest gypsum dune field. Gypsum typically forms large
crystals. There is a cave in Naica, Mexico where the crystals dwarf the people standing next to
them. So it is most unusual to find gypsum in the form of sand.

3 Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument: High on a cliff above the headwaters of the Gila
River in southwestern New Mexico sits a series of stone dwellings tucked cleverly into alcoves.
Situated 180 feet above the canyon floor, these 40 precarious perches have level plastered floors,
mortared masonry walls, plastered walls, and hearths, and were home to eight or ten families of
Native American Mogollon culture.

4 Million Dollar Highway: This road stretches through the Uncompahgre Gorge and is
challenging and potentially hazardous to drive; it is characterized by steep cliffs, narrow lanes,
and a lack of guardrails; the ascent of Red Mountain Pass is marked with a number of hairpin
curves used to gain elevation, and has narrow lanes for traffic—many cut directly into the sides of
mountains.

5 Roswell: This would be #1 on my travel list, but that’s just me. Roswell is most popularly
known for having its name attached to what is now called the 1947 Roswell UFO incident, even
though the crash site of the alleged (?) UFO was some 75 miles from Roswell and closer to Corona.
The investigation and debris recovery was handled by the local Roswell Army Air Field.



The ultimate reason why Cats are better than Dogs…

Another salvo has been fired in the running battle that I have at
work with all of the stinky dog lovers in the building. I sent them
the cartoon above the other day and got a few replies back…

But that’s okay, they’re just
jealous because we all know

that cats are the best!

Cats Rule and Dogs Drool !!!



2013 BIKE BLESSING

Last year I asked you to indicate if you’d ever wiped out or been involved in an accident with an animal or vehicle.
Many of you had. Yet, you stood before me ready to go on another ride, undaunted, filled with optimism and the
excitement that another riding season had begun. Here you are again; you’ve gathered faithfully on a blustery spring
day, with rain clouds threatening overhead, ready to do it all over again. Those of you who had experienced tragedy
on a motorcycle, have rebounded, and are optimistically ready to face whatever the future holds. Let’s face it, none of
us are going to go through life doing nothing, out of fear that something bad could happen to us. If that were the case
we’d never ride. Tragedy is no respecter of persons, age, gender or race. Sometimes we’re able to prepare for it; but
unfortunately, most often we’re not.

None of the parents who sent their children to Sandy Hook Elementary School on Dec. 14 last year, had a suspicion
that tragedy was about to strike their young families. Bill Richard had no idea that on April 15, when he and his
family attended the Boston Marathon, their lives were going to be tragically changed forever. These events captured
the attention of the world. To me, it’s no less tragic when an innocent biker loses his life on a lonely stretch of
highway trying to avoid a deer, or ends up being a quadriplegic after being T-boned by a driver who ran a red light.
Just this past Tuesday, a 60 yr. old rider was involved in an accident with a truck on Syndicate Ave., and left with non-
life threatening injuries. I understand that yesterday, 2 more bikers were involved in an accident which left 1 in
intensive care. Two weeks ago, my wife and I were driving on Memorial Ave. following a biker who looked like he
was in his 30’s. He made 3 illegal lane changes without signaling, swerving from lane to lane looking over his
shoulder like he had just stolen the bike. I was grieved for 2 reasons: first, his riding style was a reflection on all
bikers. Some motorists paint all bikers with the same brush. If one is reckless, they’re all reckless; and secondly, I felt
that if he continued to ride like he was, he could possibly end up being a statistic.

We’ve fallen in love with, and have a passion for an exciting, yet a dangerous sport. Everybody gathered here came
prepared physically, wearing protective clothing, leathers, chaps, gloves, boots, glasses and helmets, ready to ride to
Nipigon, and return home safely. But, before you ride, do you prepare yourself spiritually, asking for the Lord’s
blessing on your travels? When you get on your bike, are you prepared to face whatever uncertainty the future holds?
There’s an expression that says, “Don’t ride faster than your Guardian Angel can fly.” As this riding season begins, we
begin it with God. We ask for His protection on every rider assembled here today. Just as you love your children, it
says in His word that, He loves us unconditionally beyond measure. Psalm 50:15 - All we have to do is call on His
name in times of trouble, and He will save us. If you turn to God in your hour of need, He will be there. If there is
anyone who has a situation that they would like prayer for, members of Bondslave would be honored to pray with
you when we’re done. We also have Bike Blessing stickers that we will distribute to anyone who wants one after the
prayer. Please bow with me.

Prayer of Bike Blessing Blessing

May God bless you and keep you safe on your motorcycle.
May you meet, and encounter the risen Lord in your travels, in the freedom of the

open road, in the fellowship of other bikers and in each person you meet.
May the Lord be with you at home.

May He accompany you on your many journeys.
May He fill your life abundantly with His many blessings.

May He keep all your riding safe.
May His mercy, grace and love, shine upon your every road.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen

As I mentioned on my website, this spring's Ice
Breaker Run here in Thunder Bay was held on
Saturday May 11th. It was and has been a bit chilly so
far this year, but a few hearty souls turned up for the
Spring Blessing of the Bikes conducted by our local
Bondslave Motorcycle Club.

A group of about twenty warmly dressed bikers
then headed off to Nipigon where I'm hoping they
found some warm coffee or soup for lunch.

The following is a copy of this year’s blessing:


