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Hey All,
Have you ever looked around yourself and wondered

what is going on in the world? Is it just me, or is everyone
in the world going crazy at the same time?

Once again I was cruising the internet and came across
the following quote that pretty much sums up a lot of
what we’re seeing nowadays:

"We are in the process of creating what deserves to be
called the idiot culture. Not an idiot sub-culture, which
every society has bubbling beneath the surface and which
can provide harmless fun; but the culture itself. For the
first time, the weird and the stupid and the coarse are
becoming our cultural norm, even our cultural ideal."

Carl Bernstein, U.S. journalist. Guardian (London, June 3,
1992)

And this was back in 1992, it seems that things have only
gotten worse since then.

Does it ever make you wonder what has happened to
the concept of applying common sense to conduct? Is there
no core value of propriety in our society any more? Has
propriety been replaced with the crass value of publicity
and idiocy at any cost? It seems more and more that we
are being confronted by bad manners, bad decisions and
flat-out stupid behaviour every day. Are the bottom-
feeding mouth breathers taking over the world?

Have we in fact created the “Me Society” that we were
warned about in which everyone believes that the universe
revolves around them and that they should be given
everything that they could possible want, without working
for it, just because they are here on the planet? If it’s true
then we’ve created a pretty sad and narrow-minded
thinking society.

I’m thinking that we’d better start protecting ourselves if
we want to survive the ever-increasing dumbing-down of
our society.

Our only hope to survive the insanity is to ride more! It
certainly does help clear the demons from your head and
your soul.

As Steve McQueen once said “Every time I start
thinking the world is all bad, I see some people on
motorcycles, it makes me take another look”.

Here is a bike that will help
clear the demons!

The Vulcan 900 Custom’s appeal is more
than just paint-deep. It has a fuel-injected
903cc V-twin that produces good roll-on
acceleration that rivals the get-up-and-go of
much larger motorcycles – with a smooth
delivery that’s easy to manage. It’s wrapped in
a nimble chassis that lets the 900 Custom turn
and handle far better than any heavyweight
cruiser.

The 900 Custom’s unique, edgy design
shows it can stand out from the cruising
crowd. Kawasaki engineers and designers
concentrated on delivering a motorcycle with
a customized appearance typically found only
on expensive two-wheel offerings. A massive
rear tire, light-looking front end accentuated
by a thin 21-inch cast wheel, and sculpted
bodywork top the stand-out features of the
Vulcan 900 Custom. Plus it comes with EFI,
liquid cooling, belt drive, rubber mounted
engine, a 20 L tank and weighs in at 611 lbs.



These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any
last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know right away!

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round
for a “Meet-and-Greet”

(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).
We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on

Wednesdays and 10:00AM on Saturdays.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”,

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

May 2 – 6, 2013 - The Palm Springs Escape – All Women Bike Tour, Palm Springs, Cal.
May 3, 2013 - International Female Ride Day! Ladies get your bikes ready!
May 25 – 31, 2013 - Black Bike Week, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

June 4-8, 2013 - 17th Annual West Texas Western Swing Festival, Snyder, Texas
June 7-8, 2013 - Victory Motorcycle Demo Ride Day at North Country Cycle & Sports
June 15, 2013 - 13th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay, Ontario – There are

going to be some exciting changes this year – including a new venue (?) – stay tuned!
June 17, 2013 – RIDE YOUR BIKE TO WORK DAY !
June 22-23, 2013 - J&P Cycles Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
June 28, 29, 30, 2013 - New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
June 29-30, 2013 – J and P Open House, Anamosa, Iowa

July 1 – 4, 2013 - 11th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 3 – 6, 2013 - Honda Wing Ding, Greenville, South Carolina
July 12 – 15, 2013 - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 13-14, 2013 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario
July 15 – 19, 2013 - Valkyrie Inzane XIII, La Crosse, Wisconsin
July 16-19, 2013 - Yamaha Star Days, Hershey, Pennsylvania
July 20, 2013 - 8th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders “Ride the River Bluffs”, Winona, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19-21, 2013 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 25-27, 2013 - Northern Stars National Rally, Orillia, Ontario

August 3, 2013 - 14th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 5 - 11, 2013 - 73nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 8 - 11, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Casino-Run – Red Wing, Minnesota
August 9 – 17, 2013 - CADVR 6 Rally, Eagle River, Wisconsin – this appears to be motorcycle

madness at its finest, check it out: www.cadvrider.com
August 10 – 16, 2013 - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 15-18, 2013 - 11th Annual Women in the Wind Motorcycle Rally, Stony Nakoda, Alberta
August 18, 2013 - Iowa State Fair Motorcycle Day, Des Moines, Iowa
August 23 – 25, 2013 - Aerostitch’s Very Boring Rally 3, Duluth, Minnesota (this is a must-see)
Aug 27 – 30, 2013 - 14th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Bend, Oregon
Aug 28 – Sept 1, 2013 - Wharf Rat Motorcycle Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Four Corners Rally, Durango, Colorado
Sept 6 – 8, 2013 - 35th Annual Davis Motorcycle Rally, New Hampton, Iowa
Sept 13th, 2013 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Oct 31 - Nov 4, 2013 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas
Dec 7, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Christmas Dinner
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Take a Journey to the FUTURE !

If you’re looking for someplace to ride to and are heading down to New Mexico,
then you’ve got to stop by and visit Spaceport America.

Workers in New Mexico are putting the finishing touches on Earth’s first galactic
Spaceport. Ringing in at approximately $250 million this futuristic project is a work
of art. Located approximately two hours outside of Albuquerque, near the small
town of Truth or Consequences, Spaceport America is the first purpose-built
commercial spaceport in the world (or I should say: on ‘our’ world (that we know of)).

Started back in 2005 by then governor Bill Richardson and approved by
lawmakers, a deal was struck with eccentric British businessman Richard Branson to
make this the launching point for a space tourism business catering to the rich and
famous. Branson’s space travel business – Virgin Galactic – will be based at this
spaceport taking people for the ride of a lifetime. Tickets start at about $200,000.00
each so make sure you book early to get a window seat.
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More Older Riders Are Getting
Hurt In Motorcycle Crashes

According to some recent research done
in the states there is an increasing
proportion of older riders, 60 years and
older, being injured in motorcycle
crashes.

Records from hospital emergency departments for motorcycle crashes between 2001 and 2008
also show that older adult riders are more likely to be seriously injured when they crash and
require hospitalization. For the time period between 2001 and 2008 there were 1.5 million
motorcycle crashes resulting in injuries by riders aged 20 and older.

So statistically the over 60 riders had the highest percentage increase in injuries, and they were
also more likely to be hospitalized with their injuries. Fractures and dislocations were the most
common types of injuries, along with head injuries and damage to internal organs.

So why are more 60 plus riders getting injured? Well, there are probably a few factors involved
here. One of the reasons for the greater severity of injuries in older riders could simply be due to
the physiological changes that occur as our bodies age. We just plain get more fragile. Another
reason could be the increased number of riders that are 60 years and older. Our population is
aging and the baby-boomers are getting up there in age now.

Other factors could include the weight of the bikes that older riders tend to ride, our declining
strength to handle the heavy bikes, and possibly a reluctance to give up biking due to declining
health. It seems that as we age our backs and hips and knees get weaker every year. That’s one of
the curses of getting older I guess.

Or perhaps as we age we become complacent in our riding skills and abilities. Perhaps taking
one of the advanced riding courses every couple of years would help keep the riding skills honed.

On the other hand the increase in crashes may not have anything to do with us riders at all.
Perhaps it has more to do with all of the newer and younger automobile drivers that seem to have
no concept of how to drive safely and spend far too much time behind the wheel texting and
talking on their cell phones, while tailgating anyone in front of them.

So what can we do to protect ourselves? Probably just what they’ve been telling us all these
years: stay active, be diligent when we’re riding, keep fit, watch the weight and watch the diet. In
other words – stay healthy and ride safe!



Suzuki Announces the: 2013 GSX-R1000
1 Million’th Commemorative Edition

As Suzuki celebrated 60 years of motorcycle production in 2012, the one millionth
GSX-R rolled off the production line too. Both of these feats are only possible thanks
to the on-going and continued support from Suzuki fans, racers, and dealers
worldwide.

To acknowledge this important milestone, Suzuki brings us the hot GSX-R1000
1 million’th Commemorative edition for the 2013 model year. This specially
equipped production model will be limited to 1,985 units worldwide, taken after
1985, when the GSX-R series was introduced and proceeded to completely rewrite
the definition of a sport bike.

Taking the market by storm, the GSX-R delivered new levels of performance and
agility, quickly dominating both the roads and racetracks of the world.

The 999cc four-cylinder powerplant brings enhanced throttle response across the
entire rpm range and a high potential for racetrack performance.

Warning: this bike is a work of art, but it is NOT for the faint of heart,
it is built for SPEED!

Here is a milestone for you….



Want to make sure that you’re heard when you hit the horn button?
Plug & Play Screamer lets motorcycles give other vehicles an earful.

The Plug & Play Screamer is a more compact,
easier-to-install version of the extremely loud

Screaming Banshee motorcycle horn

Motorcyclists are always at risk
when traveling amongst cars, so it
certainly doesn’t help that our
bikes’ horns tend not to be very
loud. That’s why biker and
electrical engineer Peter Olt created
the original ear-splitting Screaming
Banshee supplementary motorcycle
horn.

Now, he’s working on a smaller,
easier-to-install model, known as
the Plug & Play Screamer. The horn
and control unit is combined in one
unit that mounts with a single bolt.

At 120 decibels it should be more
than enough to get you noticed.

Check their website for
availability: http://screaming-
banshee.com

Here is another KickStarter
crowd-funded idea.

It seems like Tarik Lazri got tired of destroying
flimsy coat hangers with all of his safety gear and
decided to do something about it.

Tarik designed and will soon be marketing the
Tough Hook. This tough hanger is specially designed
and built out of extra-strong materials. Each Tough
Hook is designed to hold 60+ pounds of gear. How
many other hangers can make that claim?

We all have heavy gear to hang up, heavy jackets,
safety gear, winter gear, etc. Leaving things on the
floor is never a good option what with dirt and dust
and bugs etc. so we’re always trying to build some
kind of make-shift rack or hook system to get stuff
hung up. Well, now there is going to be a solution to
that problem. Check these out at: www.tough-
hook.com



APRIL IS ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION MONTH

The following is an article written by Patricia Walling in 2011 and published on an interesting
health care website called “Abnormal Facies” (http://abnormalfacies.wordpress.com ). The article
takes an interesting look at state helmet laws and availability of quality organs for donation.

Helmet Laws & Organ Donations:
Should Those Who Ride Decide?

Motorcycles and Organ Donors
Motorcycle helmet laws historically have been

similar to a toggle-switch. In 1967, the federal
government required states to enact helmet laws
to qualify for specific federal safety programs
and highway construction funds. It worked.

By 1974, motorcycle helmet laws had become
universal in nearly all states. However,
beginning in 1968 first one state and then
another repealed its laws, re-enacted, or
amended them.

By July 2011, only the District of Columbia and 20 states had laws requiring all
motorcyclists to wear helmets. This on-again-off-again toggling of the laws had an
unintended consequence in the realm of medical coding: it brought to light that
saving bikers’ lives diminished the supply and quality of life-saving organs for
transplants.

Motorcyclists’ Death Statistics
The shocking number of motorcycle fatalities is due to the fact that 50 percent of

motorcycle riders do not wear helmets. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration shows that riders involved in highway accidents were thirty times
more likely to die than those in cars. Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) released a study indicating that between the years of 2001
and 2008 more than 34,000 motorcyclists died. Of these, the death rate was highest
among 20- to 29-year-olds. In the year of 2009 alone, there were 4595 motorcycle
accident fatalities.

Wearing a Helmet Saves a Life; If Not, Saves Eight
Public health officials, concerned by the number of motorcycle deaths, advise

passing and enforcing helmet laws across the United States. Police officers and
emergency room personnel will affirm, and survivors of motorcycle wrecks will
agree that helmets save lives. On the flip side, however, it has been estimated that
the death of one motorcyclist saves up to eight lives on donor lists (though other
statistics conclude that it takes three motorcyclists’ deaths to save one person on the
donor list). continued…



The Ethics of Forced Organ Donation
In 2003, California and New Mexico tried but failed to pass legislation that would

presume assent to organ donation, rather than a requiring an explicit written
authorization, regarding all motorcyclists killed in accidents while not wearing a
helmet. The two states decided the government did not have the right to claim body
parts in lieu of adherence to law. Many states without helmet laws followed
California’s and New Mexico’s lead.

Responsible Motorcyclists
Motorcyclists are a community of their own. The subject of helmet laws among

them is a matter of vehement opinion, whether for or against. Most love the freedom
of riding without a helmet. Others fear helmets, saying they “jeopardize” their safety
by cutting down peripheral vision and that neck injuries increase by 40 percent with
helmet use. Viewing the issue as a matter of personal choice, they insist that those
who ride should decide. Many supporters are rallying the riders to accept more
responsibility by taking out insurance and signing donor cards.

Donor Cards and Those on Donor Waiting Lists
Anxiety prevails in the homes and hearts of families with a fatally ill member –

most thoughts are centered on the afflicted loved one. The hope of extending his or
her life is may be the only comfort to which family and friends have to cling. Today,
there are 100,000 such people needing organ transplants. The nationwide organ
transplant waiting list grows by one name every 10 minutes, and each day 18 people
die while waiting for an organ. Therefore, a signed donor card is the ultimate
gift: that of giving another human being a life-sustaining organ or other needed
transplant, such as bone, eyes, tissue, or skin.

Organ Donors on the Rise
Motorcycle fatalities are rising as older people are now riding and joining the

ranks of others who refuse to wear helmets. Because of these trends, more organ
donors are becoming available. Is it best to pass laws requiring motorcyclists to wear
safety helmets, and let those on organ donor waiting lists die? Or, is it conscionable
to not pass such laws and continue to let motorcyclists die, thus ensuring plenty of
donor organs?

Quality Donor Source
Some transplant surgeons affirm that the prime source of organs is motorcycle

fatalities. Young riders provide the “highest-quality” organs since they are generally
healthy and usually sustain only head injuries in motorcycle accidents. They make it
possible for seventy-seven people per day to receive a transplant.

Motorcycles are referred to as “Donorcycles” in a study correlating motorcycle
fatalities with organ donations. The conclusion states that a 30 percent decline in
fatalities is observed when helmet laws are mandated and enforced. The same article
points out that when helmet laws are repealed, the death rates increase and more
organs become available for transplants.



Here’s an upcoming rally down in the states:

Black Bike Week – Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Black Bike Week might not be
very well known to many of us
here in the frozen north.
However, it is an event full of
history and deserves a
commendation to all bike lovers
out there. You might not have
heard of Black Bike Week before
but its level can be compared to
the top motorcycle rallies
known around the globe.

It was created because of the

Inaugurated in 1980 at Atlantic Beach, South
Carolina, this historical motorcycle event has had
its fair share of racial discrimination and
mistreatment.

Yet, despite stricter rules, pending lawsuits and
discrimination from some so-called ‘whites only’
rally organizers, Black Bike Week has turned into
a huge family-oriented motorcycle rally/festival
that has been tried and tested since they started.
But today the event is bigger than ever and has
evolved into a celebration which includes beach
parties, concerts and street festivities.

And what would a motorcycle rally be without
the main motorcycle-related events which
include custom motorcycle displays, stunt shows,
motorcycle clubs from across the States, bike
dealers & vendors, and of course, racing.

strong influence of the world famous Daytona Beach Bike Week. This event is
known to be the largest African American motorcycle rally in America, also known
as Atlantic Beach Bikefest or Atlantic Beach Memorial Day Bike Fest.

The festivities start on the weekend right after Memorial Day, this year it starts on
May 25th, Black Bike Week has an annual average of 350,000 participants which puts
it among the top 5 largest motorcycle rallies in the US. A really interesting fact about
Black Bike Week is that almost fifty percent of participants that attend this huge
motorcycle rally are women, and many don’t even have motorcycles. This gives the
Black Bike Week Rally a distinctive festival atmosphere.



As much as I hate to admit it – there seems to be
more BMW’s around all the time.

For you BMW types here is a website that caters to everything regarding BMW,
Ducati and MV Agusta. It’s called the Pirates’ Lair and the site’s operator and self-
proclaimed Pirate, Jerry Finley, seems to live and breath BMW’s.

Check it out, there is a ton of great information, parts and accessories there. Dig
down through the site and find his How-To page and it will tell you how to fix just
about anything on your BMW. http://pirateslair.net/

Still hoping to get yourself that new Ural?
IMZ-Ural, the Siberian manufacturer of motorcycles with sidecars introduces icebreaker-inspired

limited edition Ural Yamal – the only motorcycle equipped with an oar.
Yamal, which translates as “the end of the Earth,” is a peninsula in Russia, known for being

nothing short of inhospitable, barren, and perpetually frozen. It is also the well-known icebreaker
that spends its time conquering the frozen Arctic Ocean, just north of Siberia – and a perfect
namesake of this year’s limited edition from Ural.

Russian icebreakers are heavy, rugged, and focused entirely on their mission. Though their
purpose may not always make sense, these vessels are unique in every way, and when speaking to
the right people—absolutely necessary. Ural motorcycles are
much like this strange genre of sea-going vessel: durable,
dependable, and able to conquer what typical
motorcycles cannot.

This 2012 Ural Yamal Limited Edition —is
the only motorcycle equipped with an oar.
The total number of units built for the U.S.
was only 50. MSRP: $14,250



HEY GUESS WHAT. . .
APRIL IS ALSO: NATIONAL PET MONTH

The aims of National Pet
Month (April 1 to May 6th)

are to:
- promote responsible pet
ownership
- make people aware of the
benefits of pets for people
and people for pets
- increase public awareness
of services available from
professionals who work
with animals
- raise awareness of the role,
value and contribution to
society of working
companion animals

2013



Yet another new bike from the Big 4!
We’re barely into 2013 and yet we’re already starting to see a glimpse of some of

the new 2014 model bikes coming out. This new beauty from Yamaha just adds to
my belief that the manufacturers have just about finally given up on the concept of
bigger is better, and have started building some quality mid-size motorcycles.

Star Motorcycles has just recently pulled the wraps off of its newest model that gets back to the
basics – the 2014 Star Bolt. The top brass at Star took notice of the shift in the custom scene from
long, raked-out custom choppers dripping in lavish paint jobs to simple, bobber-style cruisers. From
that came the Bolt, a simple and stripped-down performance bobber ready for personalization.

The Bolt is powered by a 60-degree, 950cc (58ci) air-cooled V-Twin with fuel injection. A five-
speed transmission feeds the power via belt drive to the cast-aluminum rear wheel. A double-cradle
frame, using the engine as a stressed member, along with a 540-pound curb weight makes for sharp
handling and a sporty character.

Touches such as a smoked-lens digital meter, wave brake rotors and LED tail lights bring some
modern performance to the Bolt. Combined with traditional cues that include steel fenders and a
fuel tank that is reminiscent of the Yamaha’s venerable XS models of the late 70’s and early 80’s, this
new Star should grab the attention of older riders and well as young riders looking for simple and
cool styling.

Starting at $7,990 USD the Bolt should be appealing to new riders as well as those looking for an
inexpensive starting point for a custom cruiser. The Bolt R-Spec will retail for $8,290 and features
upgrades that include remote-reservoir shocks, a faux-suede seat with colored stitching and special
paint and graphics. Unfortunately it is only sporting a 12 litre fuel tank, one more gallon would
have been useful to be able to put some serious distance between stops.

Star will be rolling out a host of accessories for the Bolt owner to customize the look. From
saddlebags to mini-ape bars to bullet fairings, there should be enough factory accessories to get the
Bolt custom scene firing as soon as it hits the streets.

The Bolt should be showing up on dealership floors in April, and the Bolt R-Spec arrives in July.

2014 Yamaha Star2014 Yamaha Star
BoltBolt



Motorcycle Deaths Up 18 Percent After
Michigan Repeals Helmet Law

Hey All,

This newsletter ended up with a couple of articles on motorcycle accidents,
deaths and safety gear. To go along with that information, the following is
some recent news coming out of the state of Michigan.

This might generate a bit of flak, but hey, it’ll keep your blood pressure up!

Despite a four percent drop in accidents between 2011
and 2012, Michigan saw an 18% rise in motorcycle-related
fatalities, an increase which occurred over a period when
the state repealed its helmet law last April.

While the state of Michigan has yet to correlate the
information, their police department estimates that riding
without a helmet increases your mortality odds by 40
percent.

This is far from the first time that motorcycle-related
death rates have risen along with the loosening of helmet
laws, and it certainly begs the question: do you think
riding without a lid is worth the risk?

These kinds of statistics must make ABATE very proud of the work that
they are doing around the country actively working to repeal all helmet
laws. Is it a Darwin thing, is culling out the slow and impressionable a
good thing, is it supposed to make the rest of us smarter?

The families of those 129 dead motorcyclists in Michigan must be very
happy that ABATE was able to lobby enough to get that evil helmet law
repealed.

I suppose there is a plus side to this: families that were waiting for
donor organs to become available were probably especially grateful for
the repealing of the law. Hopefully those motorcyclists helped save quite
a few lives with their tissue and organ donations!


