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2013 Yamaha
Raider SCL

Yamaha has introduced the new 2013
Yamaha Raider SCL, a very special, very
limited production Raider for those wanting a
truly unique chopper inspired machine.

Apparently only 500 will be built and will
feature everything that makes the Raider SCL
one of the world's great performance cruisers
and more. This beauty features a newly
developed rich Crimson Red paint accented
with an Intense Black. The bike is hand-
painted for a look that stands out from the
crowd.

The Raider SCL features an all-aluminum
cast frame that is light, rigid and tuned for
handling the 1854cc air-cooled V-twin engine.
This bike is built for cruising. The custom 5-
spoke wheels are a 120/70-21 inch in front and
a 210/40-18 on the back – the tallest and
widest ever on a Star.

The US price starts at $19,990.00, this model
may not be available in Canada.

Hey All,
March is here and you know what that

means…. It means we’re a month closer to riding
season! My insurance is paid up for the year so
I’m just waiting for warm weather.

Here is a question for you. Did you make any
New Years Resolutions? And if so have you
abandoned them already? I don’t really need to
make New Years Resolutions to improve myself,
I figure that I’m perfect already! Just ask Ellen,
she’ll tell you.

However, if you feel the need to make some
adjustments to your life, here is a resolution that
I came across on a blog page. The page belongs
to a lady named Rachael who rides a Triumph
Tiger and a dirt bike. (www.fuzzygalore.com )

Fuzzy (as her friends call her) has been riding
for over 20 years and for 2013 has resolved that
when she is out riding around in the world and
she sees something interesting, she will stop
saying ‘I’ll stop to look at it on the way back.’

How many times have we done that?
Sometimes there is no going back. This is it, this
will often be your only chance to see this
particular whatever... So resolve for 2013 to stop
and enjoy it now! Stop at that lookout, stop and
take a picture of whatever strikes your fancy.
Take the time and just do it.

We have all burned ourselves with ‘later’ too
many times.

This year take the time when you’re out riding
to enjoy the sights of the world around us, not
only will you get to see some great things, but
you’ll probably meet more great riding friends.

Limited Edition



2013

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any
last minute changes.

If you see any obvious mistakes in here please let me know right away!

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round
for a “Meet-and-Greet”

(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).
We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on

Wednesdays and 10:00AM on Saturdays.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”,

whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.
We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

March 8-10, 2013 - Frozen Dead Guy Days, Nederland, Colorado
March 16-17, 2013 - Toronto International Spring Motorcycle Show, Toronto, Ontario

May 3, 2013 - International Female Ride Day! Ladies get your bikes ready!

June 7-8, 2013 - Victory Motorcycle Demo Ride Day at North Country Cycle & Sports
June 15, 2013 - 13th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay, Ontario – There are

going to be some exciting changes this year – including a new venue (?) – stay tuned!
June 17, 2013 – RIDE YOUR BIKE TO WORK DAY !
June 22-23, 2013 - J&P Cycles Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
June 28, 29, 30, 2013 - New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
June 29-30, 2013 – J and P Open House, Anamosa, Iowa

July 1 – 4, 2013 - 11th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 3 – 6, 2013 - Honda Wing Ding, Greenville, South Carolina
July 12 – 15, 2013 - Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
July 13-14, 2013 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario

July 15 – 19, 2013 - Valkyrie Inzane XIII, La Crosse, Wisconsin
July 16-19, 2013 - Yamaha Star Days, Hershey, Pennsylvania
July 20, 2013 - 8th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders “Ride the River Bluffs”, Winona, Minnesota
July 19-20, 2013 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 19-21, 2013 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 25-27, 2013 - Northern Stars National Rally, Orillia, Ontario

August 3, 2013 - 14th Annual Colorado BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 5 - 11, 2013 - 73nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 8 - 11, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Casino-Run – Red Wing, Minnesota
August 9 – 17, 2013 - CADVR 6 Rally, Eagle River, Wisconsin – this appears to be motorcycle

madness at its finest, check it out: www.cadvrider.com
August 10 – 16, 2013 - Bonneville Speed Week, Wendover, Utah
August 15-18, 2013 - 11th Annual Women in the Wind Motorcycle Rally, Stony Nakoda, Alberta
August 18, 2013 - Iowa State Fair Motorcycle Day, Des Moines, Iowa
August 23 – 25, 2013 - Aerostitch’s Very Boring Rally 3, Duluth, Minnesota (this is a must-see)
Aug 27 – 30, 2013 - 14th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Bend, Oregon
Aug 28 – Sept 1, 2013 - Wharf Rat Motorcycle Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado
Aug 30 - Sept 2, 2013 - Four Corners Rally, Durango, Colorado

Sept 13th, 2013 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Oct 31 - Nov 4, 2013 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas
Dec 7, 2013 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders Christmas Dinner



This Should Be Nominated For The Next
Winter Olympics

It’s a given that there aren’t any mechanical sports in the Olympics
games, summer or winter. Motorcycle racers are top athletes, so why
wouldn't they be allowed to measure themselves against others every 4
years, and why wouldn't they be allowed to participate in kick-ass
opening ceremonies? It's not fair, but the IOC can't seem to find a
motorcycle sport that could be used for any of the Olympics games.

Back in 1928 at the Winter
Games of St. Moritz, Switzerland,
they held a horse-skiing race as a
demonstration. What they did
was use a horse to pull a skier,
making it a trial for both horse
rider, horse and skier. Very noble.
Very exiting.

So why not motorcycles?

So how about this sport…. well, believe it or not, this sport came from
Sweden and Norway, and is called Skijoering. The clever Scandinavians
knew that horses (or as originally used – dogs) would have a difficult
time in their climate, so they substituted horses with motorcycles. They
once used tractors to do the pulling but now motorcycles or quads with
stud tires pull skiers along a track. The fastest around the track wins.

If ever there was a sport that
should be in the Olympics, it's
Skijoering. How much fun that
would be. Back in 1928, there
were 8 teams participating in a
1900 meter horse pull. How
great would it be to see these
guys pulling each other
around the track with bikes?

This looks like a great way to
get hurt out in the snow!



Over the course of all of my Internet Browsing I’ve come across lots of
interesting sites. Mind you, there are tons of awful sites on the web, but
every now and then you come across a gem.

The following is one interesting site that I came across recently. It’s not put
together by a biker, but this guy likes to travel. He’s put over 250,000 miles on his
1984 Toyota long-bed pickup and has visited all 50 of the United States, and
travelled in Australia and New Zealand.

Have You Ever Come Across An Interesting Website?

The owner of the website is Del Leu and he is a travel nut.
As he says he “grew up in a family of five kids in America
and each summer when I was young, my entire family would
pile into our station wagon and hit the road for several weeks,
driving and camping throughout the western U.S.”

The sheer number of miles that Del has
covered around the United States and abroad
makes all of us look like pikers. As you might
have guessed by now, Del is not married. As he
says, with the lifestyle that he leads any woman
would have to be crazy to marry him, and he
doesn’t want to marry anyone who’s crazy!

Check out his pictures and videos, this guy’s
been to lots of great places, although his updates
stopped in 2012 so maybe he did get married.

www.delsjourney.com/



Useless and Pointless…
When I’m putting the newsletter together I generally try to find stories about

interesting places and things to see for my six loyal readers. (I don’t have to name
you – you know who you are.)

But what about all of the other pointless places that one could visit if there was
absolutely nothing else in the world to see? Well, for your entertainment (?) I came
up with a couple of places that you would NEVER want to visit.

Number one on the list has to be
Nebraska, and more specifically -
the Summit of Nebraska. Now I’m
sorry to say that I just plain have
NO use for Nebraska. I’ve ridden
across the state a couple of times
and there is absolutely nothing to
see there. And yet they have a
summit? The state has the
topography of a pancake and yet
they have a summit?

As if the place isn’t boring enough I’m going
to drive fifty miles out into the middle of their
prairie to try and find a stone marker?

Lewis and Clark couldn’t find a high point in
Nebraska.

I’m sorry but the entire state needs to be
excavated and turned into an inland sea. Stock
it with fish and maybe we’ll go fishing there.

After writing my little rant above I tried to come up with someplace else that I
would probably never want to visit – and I’m drawing a blank. There is not much on
this earth that I wouldn’t want to see at least once (except for you-know-where, and
I’ve been there twice already).

Scouring the internet (something that I do a lot of obviously) I tried to come up
with some places that other people thought were not worth the gas to ride to and
I’ve got to tell you – I’m still stumped.

Some people mentioned a few places like: The Four-Corners area of Colorado,
Utah, Arizona and New Mexico; Wall Drug in Wall, South Dakota; The Corn Palace
in South Dakota. No winners here, I’ve been to Wall Drug (they sell Jackalopes
there) and the other two places are on my list of Must-See’s.

So I guess that there is only one clear winner as to someplace I never want to visit
again….. Sorry Nebraska, but you’ve been voted off the planet!



Northwestern Ontario
Silver

Islet

Quetico
North

Grand
Marais

Looking for someplace to ride to for aLooking for someplace to ride to for a
coffee or a snack?coffee or a snack?

Biking and eating do seem to go hand in hand. One of the things that holds true with most
motorcyclists is that we don’t just ride to get somewhere. More importantly than just getting
somewhere it is the enjoyment of the ride, being on the open road while the landscape unfurls in
front of us. Finding a restaurant or coffee shop once we get someplace is just icing on the cake (or
a Thunder Cookie, or a Goober Burger).

To this end I’ve put together a list of some of the places that we stop at here in northwestern
Ontario over the course of our riding summer. If you have a favourite stop that I missed then
please send it along and I’ll add it to the list.

Ignace
Voyageur Restaurant
Wayfare Restaurant
Tower Hill Restaurant

Upsala
Gary’s Truck Stop
Upsala Esso

Beardmore
Chummy’s Restaurant

Geraldton
Crown & Anchor
Queen’s Chinese Food

Atikokan
Quetico North
White Otter Inn
The Iron Mine
Outdoorsman

Restaurant

Kakabeka Falls
Kakabeka Falls

Motor Hotel
Cascades Restaurant

Nolalu
Silver Mountain

Station
St Urho’s Golf Course

Grand Marais
Angry Trout
Java Moose
My Sisters Place
Blue Water Café
Trail Centre Tavern

Nipigon
Nipigon Café
Nipigon Esso
Husky Truck Stop

Crystal Beach
Missing Horse

Restaurant

Pass Lake
Karen’s Kountry

Kitchen
Silver Islet

General Store

Rossport
Serendipity

Terrace Bay
Wah’s Restaurant
Drifters Roadhouse
Terrace Bay Bakery

Marathon
Marathon Plaza

Restaurant
The Midtown

Longlac
Woodlands Inn

Armstrong
E&J Restaurant
Chateau North Restaurant

Schreiber
The Voyageur



We’ve all spoken at great length about the pleasures and concerns of riding motorcycles
with friends and companions. For many of us, the social aspect of riding is perhaps its
biggest draw. But every now and then there are times when maybe none of your buddies
are available to join you, or you just feel like striking out on your own.

Maybe it's a gorgeous Saturday and you just want to get out on the open road or do
some exploring or head up into the hills. Or maybe you want to take a few days and get
away. But none of your buddies can join you. What do you do? Do you go alone?
Why not? You may enjoy it on your own so much that you start riding alone more often.

The open road is completely open when you ride alone.

Have you ever had to compromise because your companion(s) wanted to do something
different than what you wanted? That's what's so great about riding alone. You're in
control. You were heading that direction but this road looks interesting. You were
planning on making it to that town, but you're hungry and here's a restaurant with a mom
and pop motel next door. You were planning on stopping here but it's early and you just
feel good in the saddle and you're not ready to stop.

Great. Do it! It's your choice. You're calling the shots and there's not a single person
who's going to argue with you.

But what happens if you're out 40 miles from Nothin'ville and you have a flat or run out
of gas or the bike just stops? Then what? Surely it's better to have a buddy who can lend a
hand. Isn’t it?

Well sure, of course it's better to have company if you do have problems. But when was
the last time that happened to you? Has it ever happened? And if it did, was it something
you could have prevented if you had only paid attention to maintenance?

So sure, don't be stupid. Make sure your bike is in good running order and don't pass
that gas station figuring you'll fill up down the road. And carry your cell phone. Of course
you can generally flag down a passing car if you need help.

Beyond that, accept that life does throw you some curves at times, and Murphy's Law is
in force all across Canada and the 50 states, but as long as the difficulties you encounter are
not fatal, years from now you'll have a great story to tell. It's all about the stories.

And if you do get stuck way out somewhere, it helps to be prepared. So carry some food
and water. If you’re going bushwhacking carry a tent and a sleeping bag. The better
prepared you are to make the best of a bad situation the less likely it is that that situation
will occur, isn't that right? That's Murphy's Corollary, isn't it?

Here's the bottom line: If you're looking for the freedom that is so often associated with
riding a motorcycle, nothing delivers that freedom in spades like riding alone.

Sometimes you just have to do it!

Riding Alone
Is it a good thing, or a bad thing?

Is it safer or more dangerous
than group riding?

Are you that adventuresome?

Adapted from an article by: Ken Bingenheimer



Our Friends in Italy Have Been Busy!
From the land of Valentino Rossi and Gelato come a couple of new additions to the

world of biking.

If you took an old three-wheeler and lopped off one of those
big balloon tires in the back then you've got the basic concept of
the Brutus (not to be confused with the electric-powered, US-
built Brutus). But there's more to this bad bike than bloated,
knobby tires.

Designed by Alessandro Tartarini, son of the founder of Italian
motorcycle-maker Italjet, the Brutus is powered by a 750cc,
single cylinder, 4-stroke with claimed output of 45 horsepower.
It's coupled to a CVT with optional reverse and low gears. Those
components are mounted to a beefy high-strength steel chassis
riding on 14-inch aluminium wheels. Those tires are Maxxis
Bighorn ATV tires, designed to tackle sand, dirt and rocks. The
front tire is 6-inches wide and the rear 7.5-inches. Despite the
aggressive tread front and back, the bike is rear-wheel drive only
(unlike the much older Rokon, which is similar in appearance
and two-wheel-drive).

This bike looks like it was purpose-built for northern Ontario. You’d be able to do a lot of
exploring on a bike like this. The bike is expected to be on the market in early 2013 and may offer
an array of options such as a sidecar, winch, and the “snow kit” shown above.

Alessandro has not released all of the specs of the bike, including how much Brutus weighs, but
the highly-regarded Italian motorcycle magazine Motociclismo reports that it is "less than 220 kg,"
which I take to mean somewhere in the vicinity of 220 kg (485 lbs). For a serious off-road vehicle
that sounds a little heavy. Undoubtedly it is build like a tank but it might be a little heavy to be
wrestling through narrow trails, swamps and creek crossings.

These cute scooters offer a single
cylinder, 4-stroke, air cooled

engine with electronic ignition,
and both electric and kick start.
The Star 4S frame, in all versions,

is characterized by an innovative
electro-welded steel tube structure
which reinforces the pre-existing

single-body frame and guarantees
torsional rigidity 7 times better

than a classic single-body frame.
Weighing in at 265 pounds they

have a 5.5 litre fuel tank.
They’re only available in Europe
right now but you never know

when they might show up here.

LML Star4 Scooters

2013 Brutus



Okay, before you get all excited, this isn’t what you’re thinking…
Knob Polish – is a treat for your … bike!

An American accessory manufacturer has come up
with a polishing wax which they claim is perfect for
motorcycles.

Called 'Knob Polish' (of course) the compound was
originally designed as a non caustic way for the airline
industry to clean the intake and exhaust ports on jet
engines. According to the makers, the commercial airline
industry discovered the resin would take the hazing off
windshields and worked well as a fuselage polish.

The makers claim it works on chrome, aluminum, gold,
silver, helmets, carbon fibre, stainless steel, brass, plastic
covers, plastic windshields and paint.

The manufacturer claims that “It is truly one of the most
awesome polishes on the market”. . . okay . . . whatever. .

www.shtuffforbikers.com/knob_polish.html

Here is a cool new product that involves the use
of your Smart Phone

The product is called Stick-N-Find
and they are an ultra small device
with built-in Bluetooth. They are
about the size of a quarter and you
can stick them on any device, person
or animal, and then find them with
your Smart Phone (Apple iOS &
Android).

Stick-N-Find Stickers have a
Range of about 100 feet, with a
replaceable battery that lasts

for over a year.

The app displays like a radar screen
and will display all of your devices
that are within range.

Of course, because the app can’t tell
directions, the radar screen can only
be used to approximate the distance
of the Stick-N-Find to your phone,
but not direction. So once you have
located on the Radar Screen a Sticker
you would like to find, you start
walking in a specific direction, and
see if it gets closer or farther.

www.sticknfind.com



Looking for something distinctive?
Love 'em or hate 'em there's no

denying that the Firestone
Champion Deluxe tread pattern is
an icon of the custom motorcycle
scene. Chances are they have been
around longer than most of us and
are still to this day one of the best
looking tread patterns ever made.

To pay homage to their
contribution to the custom
motorcycle scene 100MPH has
created an exclusive iPhone 4/4S
silicone case for the discerning
motorcycle enthusiast. Price is $19.95 but numbers are limited.

If you have to have running boards on
your bike then they might as well

double as tool kits.

Adopt a pet – enrich your life!


