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Welcome to October.Welcome to October. It’s

getting to that time of the year
when we start thinking about
putting the bikes away for the
winter.

Looking for something new for your bike
and you don't trust your motorcycle's fuel
gauge, then this could be your solution...

a transparent fuel tank.

We’ve had a pretty good run this year, riding
weather started out nice and early, but then it
got cold and wet, but once it decided to warm up
we actually had quite a nice summer. Lets hope
the upcoming winter is nice and mild!

However, if things don’t go as planned and the
weather does turn cool then I’ve included a
guide to winterizing your motorcycle in this
month’s newsletter. Our bikes are a big part of
our lives and we need to take good care of them,
so doing a thorough job of winterizing them will
help protect your investment and ensure that the
bike will be raring to go next spring.

Keeping track of maintenance and oil changes
on your bike is very important, and I must admit
that I could do a better job of my record keeping.
However, I do keep an annual running record of
all of the work and upkeep that I do on the bike
with a simple form such as the one on the right.

Recording the work that you do on your bike
doesn’t take but a second, but keep the list near
the bike so that you can be sure to keep it up to
date. Keeping these records takes all of the guess
work out of trying to figure out when you last
changed the oil or replaced the tires, or cleaned
the air filters, etc.
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- - - Rides and Rallies - - -
October 13, 2012 - Nolalu Community Centre Motorcycle Poker Run – Lots of prizes and lots of fun –

Registration starts at 11:00 am at the Nolalu Community Centre in beautiful downtown Nolalu! Lets
help them make this a success!

November 1, 2012 - Jethro Tull plays “THICK AS A BRICK” in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
November 1 - 4 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas

2012

Here are a few shots that my friend Mel took on a recent roadHere are a few shots that my friend Mel took on a recent road
trip to Harrison, Arkansas.trip to Harrison, Arkansas.

Thanks for the great pictures!



Do You Ride AfterDo You Ride After
Dark?Dark?

You may not want to after reading
this.

With the long daylight lengths that
we have here in the north we don’t
often have to ride in the dark. And that
might be a good thing after what I’ve
been reading lately. It seems that there
very well may be things that go
“bump” in the night.

If you take a ride some lonely dark
night down a certain road in central
Wisconsin you may just run into the
Beast of Bray Road or otherwise known
as Wisconsin’s Werewolf….

This creature has been sighted
walking upright on it’s hind legs as well
as running on all four legs.

Witnesses have reported that this creature averages six feet tall, and is built like a
muscular man only with shaggy hair covering its body.

People that have seen this creature say that it has a face that is wolf-like and has
pointed ears. It’s supposed to have three long claws on its hands and terrified
witnesses say that it stared at them with glowing yellow eyes. Witnesses have
described the odour of the beast as terrible and liken it to decaying meat.

I don’t know about you but I’d rather not meet up with this creature on some
lonely stretch of road some dark and stormy night….

Honey IslandHoney Island
Swamp MonsterSwamp Monster

Here is one more to look out for if you’re travelling the back roads of
southern Louisiana. You may want to stay out of the swamps as it has
been reported that “there be monsters there”!

Honey Island swamp is a unique area of southern Louisiana in that it is
one of the least-altered river swamps in the country. There are nearly
70,000 acres of the swamp that is a permanently-protected wildlife area.

The monster that lives in this swamp has been reported to look similar
to Big Foot. This hairy creature is reported to be dingy-grey, between five
and eight feet tall, weighing 300 to 350 pounds with wide-set orange
amber eyes.

One amateur monster hunter may know if this creature exists or not, but
unfortunately he disappeared one day when he took his boat into the
deeper part of the swamp, never to be seen again . . . .





It’s not (ugh) winter yet, but we do have to get prepared for the annual ritual of putting our bikes away.
It’s not a happy event, but one that need to be carried out to save us time and money down the road. By
doing a few simple tasks before storage, you can avoid many pitfalls in the spring and have your bike
running as well as when you parked it.

Believe it or not, storage maintenance is just as important as maintenance during the riding season. The
following steps will make all the difference when you are ready to roll again in the spring.

1. Engine oil and filter – CHANGE IT - and if yours is separate, change the transmission fluid as well.
Used oil contains contaminants and acids that will eat away at the inside of your engine during prolonged
storage.

2. Check the bike over and fix anything that is broken or in need of repair. If there is something that
needs special attention, such as a broken or cracked part or a fork seal that leaks, fix it now while it is fresh
in your mind. If you do not have the time or inclination to address these issues now, at least make a list of
things to do and tie it to your handlebars so that nothing is forgotten for the next season.

3. Top up the coolant system. If your coolant is a few years old – CHANGE IT. Check your manual and
use a mixture as recommended. Avoid costly damage from freezing!

4. Stabilize your fuel. This is very important! Stale fuel forms varnish and sludge deposits that clog
injectors, fuel lines and carburetors. Often, people wonder why their bikes started well when they put them
away and come spring, it will not start. The answer is generally tainted fuel. Start with fresh fuel - stabilizer
will not improve the performance characteristics of fuel which has already begun to deteriorate. Simply add
a good stabilizer for your fuel, and be sure to run the bike for a few minutes to ensure that it works it’s way
through your fuel system. Then, top off your tank to remove any air pockets where condensation can form.
I usually start adding a little bit of stabilizer to my fuel tank at every fill-up starting in September and
October, working my way up to that last ride of the season. That way the fuel is looked after and I don’t
have to worry about it.
Be careful though, fuel stabilizer is not one of those things that a little is good and more is better. Too much
stabilizer will actually cause the fuel to start gumming up – READ THE DIRECTIONS!

5. Fog your cylinders. Condensation can form inside your engine during the winter. This can lead to
the formation of rust and corrosion on the cylinder, piston rings and bearings. Long periods of storage may
also dry up the cylinder walls creating the risk of a "dry start". This common cause of engine damage can
easily be prevented with the use of a fogging spray.

6. Drain carburetor (s) if possible. Draining the fuel will help eliminate the possibility of varnish build-
up.

7. Lubricate all cables and drive chain if you have one. Do not allow rust to form on anything.

8. Preserving the look of your bike. Wash thoroughly and then polish or wax all painted surfaces and
chrome. Apply a guard or conditioning for the vinyl, plastic and leather components. Spray light
penetrating oil on bare metal, black exhaust pipes and motor surfaces painted in black.

9. Inflate tires to proper pressure. If possible raise the bike with a bike jack to take weight off of the tires
and suspension. This will help prevent the tires getting flat spots.

10. Remove the battery and store it in a location where it will not freeze. Top up "maintenance type"
batteries with distilled water. Charge the battery every 4 to 6 weeks to keep it topped up.

By carrying out these simple tasks, you can sleep well this winter knowing that your bike will be ready
to go when you are next spring. Rather than waiting for repairs, you can be out riding.

Motorcycle Winterizing - 10 Tips for preparing your bike:



Following along from last year with our look
at some of the worlds most deadly roads we
have the magnificent:

Guoliang Tunnel Road in China

Most of these roads just don't tolerate any
mistakes. They imperil the lives of motorists
on a daily basis and while they may not be
necessarily classed as "deadly“, they certainly
require a keen concentration on driving, as
the rock walls in many of them are not known
to be a forgiving substance. The Guoliang Tunnel in the Taihang mountains of

China was built by villagers themselves, which is
an inspiring story in itself:

"Before 1972, a foot path chiseled into the rock used to
be the only access linking the village with the outside
world. Then the villagers decided to dig a tunnel
through the rocky cliff. Led by Shen Mingxin, head of
the village, they sold goats and herbs to buy hammers
and steel tools. Thirteen strong villagers began the
project. It took them five years to finish the 1,200-
metre-long tunnel which is about 5 meters high and 4
meters wide. Some of the villagers even gave their lives
to it. On May 1, 1977, the tunnel was opened to
traffic."

The wall of the tunnel is uneven and there
are more than 30 "windows" of different sizes
and shapes. Some windows are round and
some are square, and they range from dozens
of metres long to standard-window-size. It is
frightening to look down from the windows,
where strange rocks hang from the sheer cliff
above and a seemingly bottomless pit lies
below. A village, opposite the tunnel, appears
to hang on the precipice.

Wouldn’t that be
something to ride through.

Thirteen Chinese villagers
can do something like this,
but we can’t seem to get a

decent chip seal road
anywhere in Canada.


