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Are There Actually Guardian Angels That Keep Us From
Hurting Ourselves?

A while back I had occasion to test that theory.
In the world of biking you just never know what a day is going to throw at you.

Life in general is a new adventure every day, but throw a motorcycle into the mix
and you never know what might happen. We trust our lives to our bikes every time
we go out for a ride, which is why we try and look after them as well as we do. But
things can, and do, happen to test us every now and then.

On one of the beautiful sunny warm days that we had back in March I had one of
those interesting biking days unfold around me. My buddy Leo and I were out for a
Sunday ride, heading for a cup of coffee in Upsala, when things started to go awry.

We were about 80 km west of Thunder Bay and just coming up to Gary’s Truck
Stop. We had just caught up to a couple of transports and a couple of cars that were
slowing down to turn into the truck stop when I noticed that my steering was
getting sluggish. Apparently my guardian angel was looking after me as I managed
to get the bike slowed right down and eased it over to the shoulder of the highway.
By the time that I got the bike stopped and got off to have a look the front tire was
sitting on the rim. Not quite a catastrophic blow-out, but close enough.

Leo gave me a ride back home on the back of his Harley Soft Tail, and that must
have been a funny sight as I am easily twice the size of Leo, and must have just
towered over him on the back of his bike.

But, we made it home and I hooked up
our rescue trailer and headed back out to
Gary’s and picked the bike up.

So, all’s well that ends well as they say
and we all survived to ride another day.
Who knows what adventure is waiting
for us on the next ride….. We’ll just
have to wait and see…. RW

I'm always right, yet it continues to surprise people! How can that be?
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- - - Rides and Rallies - - -

May 4, 2012 - International Female Rider Day
May 5, 2012 - Ride for Dad Early Bird Registration and BBQ, 12 Noon to 3:00pm
May 18, 2012 - Yamaha Demo Day, J&J Powersports, Faribault, Minnesota

(www.jjpowersports.com )

June 8 – 11, 2012 – Hells Canyon Motorcycle Rally, Baker City, Oregon
June 11 – 15 - Concurs Owners Group 2012 National Rally, Eureka Springs, Arkansas
June 16, 2012 - 12th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay, Ontario
June 18, 2012 - International Ride to Work Day
June 29 - 30, 2012 - Northern Ontario Ride For Sight, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario
June 29 - July 1 - New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario

July 1 - 4 - 10th Annual VTX Range Riders Colorado Ride-In, Lakewood, Colorado
July 13 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
July 17 - 20 - Yamaha StarDays, Reno, Nevada
July 20 - 22 - Beartooth Rally and Iron Horse Rodeo, Red Lodge, Montana
July 20 - 22 - AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, Lexington, Ohio
July 19 - 22 - Thunder Bay Superior Riders are putting together a rally to be held at the

Grand Casino in Hinckley, MN. Check the www.superior-riders.ca website for details.
July 21st - Join in the Ontario Haemophilia Society’s Guiness Book “Ride for the Record”

Largest Parade of Motorcycles to support the Ontario Haemophilia Society, London,
Ontario www.ridefortherecord.ca/

July 21, 2012 - 7th Annual Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freak Show, Minneapolis, Minnesota
July 27 & 28 - Minnesota Gold Wing Riders Rally, Alexandria, Minnesota

Aug 4, 2012 - 13th Annual 100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, Lakewood, Colorado
Aug 6 - 12 - 72nd Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
Aug 28 – 31 - 13th Annual Curve Cowboy Reunion (rally), Duluth, Minnesota
Aug 31 - Sept 3 - Thunder in the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado

Sept 15, 2012 - Toys for Tots Ride, meet at noon, ride leaves at 1:00

November 1 - 4 - Lone Star Rally, Galveston, Texas



Here is something for all of you science type geeks to
study up on: it’s called Motion Induced Blindness

A few emails have floated around about
this phenomenon recently and it is believed
that Motion Induced Blindness is one of the
reasons that car drivers “don’t see”
motorcyclists.

Motion Induced Blindness (MIB) is a
phenomenon of visual disappearance in
which stationary visual stimuli (or objects if
you will) disappear as if erased in front of an
observer's eyes when masked with a moving
background.

This is similar to Troxler's Effect (or
Troxler’s Fading), discovered by Ignaz Paul
Vital Troxler in 1804. His is a very similar
phenomenon in which an object, away from
one's focus of attention, disappears and
reappears irregularly. There is no necessity
for a moving background for this illusion to
occur.
Prof. Michael Bach PhD, Ophthalmology,

University of Freiburg, Germany has studied
the MIB phenomena and according to him
"Steady fixation favours disappearance,
blinks or gaze shifts induce reappearance.
All in all reminiscent of the Troxler effect,
but stronger and more resistant to residual
eye movements."

What causes this you ask, well, apparently,
this demonstration of the phenomena, or
illusion, catches the brain ignoring or
discarding information. This may be one of

Check out this website:
http://www.msf-usa.org/motion.html

to get a demonstration of Motion
Induced Blindness. What you will
see there is a rotating array of blue
crosses and 3 yellow dots. If you fix
your eyes on the centre (watch the
flashing green spot) you will see

that the yellow spots seem to
disappear once in a while: singly, in
pairs or all three simultaneously. In

reality, the 3 yellow spots are
continuously present but the

disappearances and reappearances
will continue at random for as long

as the observer cares to look..

If you want to have some real fun, check out the full collection of “Optical Illusions & Visual
Phenomena” collected and presented by Prof. Michael Bach on his website:

www.michaelbach.de/ot/

the brain's useful tricks, or a deficiency - or perhaps both. There is still an ongoing
debate in today's vision research fields regarding the causes of MIB. Trust me when
I tell you that you don’t want to read through the scientific research into this, but
you may be interested in a short primer on the subject:

http://www.acnr.co.uk/pdfs/volume6issue2/v6i2visual.pdf .



If youIf you’’re going to be doing somere going to be doing some
travelling this summer then here is atravelling this summer then here is a

way to save a few bucks!way to save a few bucks!
Our friend, Sherri Locke, General Manager of our local Comfort

Inn Thunder Bay located at 660 West Arthur Street sent me the
information below.

Saving money is a good thing, and getting a discount at all of
the Choice Hotels makes travelling that much easier on the old
pocket book. So jot down that ID number and give them a call!

Thanks Sherri !!!



Need to carry more gas on your bike?
One of our new members, Val L.,

spotted these and sent me their link.
A company called Tour Tanks may

have the answer to carrying extra gas.
According to their website:

“Tour Tanks are the finest auxiliary
gas tanks in the World. In fact our
customers email us great, unsolicited,
photos from all over the world-like
the ones here. Our highly skilled
craftsmen have over 35 years of
professional Aircraft Style TIG
welding experience. Our signature
spun finish gives the tanks a custom
look. We've built and sold thousands
of Tour Tanks over the last 7 years
and we continue to improve and add
to our product line. Our tanks are
constructed of thick walled
aluminum and each tank comes with
a set of black powder-coated steel
brackets.”

6 Inch Diameter Style Tank 8 Inch Diameter Style Tank

They make several sizes and configurations,
check them out at:

www.tourtank.com

Apparently John has been having a little too much fun this winter. Not only
did he make it down south for Daytona Bike Week, but the other photo shows
Johnny "Rebel" W. with all of his Nolalu snow this past March 6th 2012, along
with the cold-weather alterations to his KTM 690R!

If you want to have fun in the snow, I guess this is the way to do it!

Looking for a sleek way to mount a GPS or
whatever to your bike? There are very few decent
mounts around, but these appear to be well-
engineered and stylish too.

This company, Sang Corp., builds a line of sport-
touring accessories (mostly for BMW’s mind you)
that are neat, compact and finely crafted. These are
low profile precision tooled with nylon linkages,
there are several different attachment options, the
“secured platform” uses hook-n-loop and a security
band to hold whatever you need holding.

Check them out at: www.saeng.com



Everyone does it, but are we doing it the “RIGHT” way.

The following is an article that I found online that will
walk you through all of the steps to installing a powered
relay switch and 12 volt distribution strip that you can wire
all of your accessories into. This is a fool-proof method of
getting all of your accessories to turn off when you turn
your key off. This will prevent the battery being drained
while the bike is parked.

If you run any accessories on your bike, including electric
gear like heated vests and heated grips, or even toys like GPS
devices or radar detectors, hooking them up to the bike is

The finished product will look
something like the diagram here, but
we’ll take it one step at a time and
work through the whole job.

While monkeying around with the
bikes electrical system can sound
daunting at first, it's actually quite,
almost alarmingly, simple. Besides,
hooking up this relay/distribution
system alleviates the need to really
touch any part of your beloved bikes
electrical system beyond the battery
and one additional wire. Sounds easy
right? Trust us, it is really easy!

Besides, this job should not require
you to cut any wires, or do any
soldering.

Adding electrical accessories to your bike?Adding electrical accessories to your bike?

always a challenge. The GPS could run off batteries, but the heated stuff has to run off the bikes power. If
you hook things up directly to the battery, they work well enough, but will stay on, even after they key is
turned off, and could result in returning to your bike only to find a totally dead battery. Additionally, if you
hook up multiple accessories, the top of your battery starts to look like a snarled rat's nest of red and black
wires.

The best solution we've found is to install a relay/distribution block system. A distribution block allows
you to hook up all your accessories on one place of your choosing. The relay powers the entire distribution
block at once, and then powers it down as soon as you turn your key off, preventing accidental battery
discharge.

How it works is like this: The relay has a positive wire going in, and a positive wire going out, (as well as
a ground). The switched wire, a wire that is live when the key is on and not when the key is off, will
provide enough amperage to open or close the switch inside the relay, thereby turning everything
downstream of the relay on or off respectively.

This is also the true advantage to the distribution block/relay setup. All your accessories will still run
straight off the battery, getting full advantage of a solid connection, but the relay will open and close the
connection to your accessories to prevent damage or battery drainage, making your bikes accessories
‘switchable' just like in your car. Turn off your car, the radio turns off, for example.
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Here's a picture of the relay switch. Nothing exciting, right. This one
is cool because it has a mounting tab, but the one you find may not,
but it’ll work just fine. Its just a little box with four male pins coming
out of the bottom.

And yes, they are simply an "Automotive Relay" and should be
available most anywhere, even though we've found we've confused
more than one auto parts store when they ask "What year and model"
and we say "doesn't matter. All I need is a generic 'automotive relay'".

In any case, here is your shopping list of other items:
6 or 8 Post Dual-Row Barrier Block (distribution block)
6 or 8 post Position Jumper Cut in half
Red, Blue and Black 18guage Wire
Female Ends to crimp on
12V 30A Automotive Relay
In-line fuse with 20A Fuse
Quick Connects to splice into wire
Small Zip Ties
Electrical Tape

Now that you have all your stuff, start by taking off your front
and back seat, pulling the side panels off, locate your battery and
find a suitable place to mount the relay and distribution block.

Take your distribution block (Dual Pair Block), the part with all
the little screws in the top of it, and the jumper, the metal plate. The
jumper will connect half of the poles together by fastening it
underneath half of the screws on the distribution block, this is so
half of your block will be positive and the other half, with the help
of the other half of the jumper, will be negative. You may have to
cut the jumper in half or purchase two smaller jumpers.

Start with the black wire, the ground, from your battery. Run the
ground from the negative battery terminal to where you've located
your distribution block and connect that black wire to your
distribution block. The jumper will now make it so that every other
screw that touches the metal jumper plate will also be negative, or
ground.

Next, take your relay and look at the bottom, or the back of the
package to identify each of the four pins. Typically, most
automotive relays label the four pins as below; But be warned, the
relay you purchase may be different!!! But there should be
markings on the relay or markings on the package to help you out.

Pin 85: Switch
Pin 86: Ground
Pin 87: Switched Power Out
Pin 30: Power In

12 volt, 30 amp
Automotive Relay

You'll need to start off with a trip to you local auto-parts store for the parts. Purchase some red, black and
blue wire, don't get anything smaller than an 18-guage wire. Also, you'll need the distribution block. They
are actually called a “6 (or 12) Post Dual Pair Block”. You'll also need the metal part that will charge and
discharge the entire block at once. This part is called a "6 (or 12) position jumper" and you may need to cut
it in half. Pick up a small 10 or 20 amp in-line fuse.

You'll also need all the male and female plugs as well as a "Quick Connect" that allows you to tie into an
existing wire without having to cut, solder or tape anything.

Lastly, the most important part, the relay; you need a 12 Volt, 30 Amp Automotive Relay. It's a small box
with four pins coming out of one end.
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Note: depending on the type of
distribution block that you can
find, you may have to portion it
off with red/positive on the left
end and black/negative on the
right end (still using jumper pins
of course). Actually, in my
searching this was the only type
of block that I could find so you
may not have a choice.

+ -

To Relay
Pin# 30

To Relay
Pin# 86

To Battery



Some relays will have a fifth pole labelled 87A where the power is always on. In this case you would
attach an item that you wouldn't want to power down with the key.

Right now, we are just worried about Pin 86, the ground. We want to connect a black wire between Pin 86
and the ground side of your distribution block. You'll need to connect a female plug connector from one
side of the wire, so it will just plug into the relay. You can also connect a forked plug onto the other side to
interface with the distribution block, but I simply bared enough wire to wrap around the screw post and
soldered the bared wire to prevent fraying, for the same basic result.

Easy so far, eh? Next, take some red wire and connect it between Pin 30 and the positive side of your
distribution block. This should be done just like you did the negative, black wire you just did. Wow, we're
half way there already!

But now for the hardest part of the job. You need to find a wire on your bike that is live when the key is
on and dead when the key is off. My personal preference is to tie into the running light for the rear license
plate. That little white light that is required by law to be there in order to illuminate your registration tag in
the dark. The light is only on when the key is on, plus it's a very non-essential component of the motorcycle,
meaning that if something should fail, the only thing you will loose is your running light; as opposed to
tying into your fuel injection system or even your headlight.

This wire, the switched wire, or the blue wire, does not need to carry much amperage. It just needs 12
volts to trip the relay; another good reason to use the running light. Take a quick connect, some blue wire
and your license plate running light and connect it between the running light wire and pin 85.

The quick connect will splice into the running light and the blue wire by squeezing it all together with a
pair of pliers. Then clip on a plug to attach the blue wire to pin 85 on your relay. We are 75% of the way
now.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Step 4
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Now that your distribution block is active, its just a
matter of attaching all of your accessories. To be safe, you
could take a red and black sharpie and color all the screws
black for ground and red for positive. The safest way to
manage this power source is to make sure your positive
wires are red and only attach red wires to the positive side
of the block and similarly make sure all of your negative
wires are black and only attach black wires to the negative
side, as indicated in the diagram.

Lastly, as mentioned before, there are several different
versions of distribution blocks, depending on where you
happen to find yours. As a result, there could be some
confusion as to hooking into them. It doesn’t really matter
which one you use, just make sure you are comfortable
with hooking in the positive and negative wires.

Find a safe location for your distribution block so that it is
out of the way, yet still accessible for adding any
accessories that you may want on your bike.

NOTE: A relay/distribution-block allows the rider to hook up multiple items at one place and have all
the accessories turn off with the key. A relay/distribution block typically runs directly off the battery with
the relay getting its power from a running light or other switched source. Because the relay has virtually no
draw, there is very little risk of overwhelming fuses. And because the distribution-block, and all the
accessories, gets power directly from the battery there is very little chance for damage to other electrical
components.

Also, most bikes generate far more electricity than the bike needs; enough to have the ability to run two
heated vests and a set of heated grips without putting any undue strain on the electrical system. However,
every bike is different and you should check to be sure your bike can handle the added electrical workload.

Finished wiring diagram. The distribution block
has additional room for more accessories.

Now we need to tie it all to the battery.
You want to place your inline fuse as close
to the battery as possible. You may need to
solder the inline fuse to your red wire, or
you could use a solder-less clip to tie them
together. You're discretion, but I prefer to
solder and use heat shrink tubing over the
joint. Once your in-line fuse is in place, all
you need to do is attach the red wire to pin
87 and you are done!

If you are like me, you'll want to tuck
everything out of sight and zip-tie
everything together for a nice professional
look.

Clean up wiring with zip ties
and electrical tape.
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One final note about wiring in a relay and distribution block…

If you’re thinking you’d like to do
something like this on your bike but
would prefer to spend a couple of
more bucks and pick up a ready-
made wiring harness and fused
distribution block then you need to
check out Eastern Beaver.

This company is actually in Japan but is owned and operated
by Jim Davis, a Canadian living there. Jim makes a host of
electrical components for motorcycles and unconditionally
guarantees his parts. http://easternbeaver.com

This PC-8 power distribution block and
wiring harness is just one example of his
work. Jim makes a couple of different
configurations of distribution blocks and
makes several different lengths of wiring
harnesses for them depending on the
location of the battery on your bike

and how far you need to run the
wires to set up the distribution block.

Jim will also custom make wiring
harnesses if you have something
specific in mind. His stuff is not
cheep, if you want cheep go to
Canadian Tire, but if you want
quality materials and workmanship
then expect to pay a bit more.
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New Inflatable Shade Tree

Our friends at AeroStitch have been busy again…. They’ve come up
with this must-have for any road trip. Deploys quickly and converts any
barren roadside area into an oasis of shaded respite. Available in four
arboreal varieties: Douglas Fir, White Pine, Walnut or Maple. Each
inflates to a full-grown 20'x10', yet packs small enough to carry along on
every ride. Set-up is fast and easy with optional compressor/inflator.
Enjoy nearly instantaneous shade in any environment.

A survival aid in arid desert scenarios which makes impromptu
repairs tolerable under even the most relentless broiling sun. Rugged
Chinese-engineered construction ensures many seasons of trouble free
use. Prices start at $309.17, including patch kit, Kevlar guy lines and Ti
stakes. Forest pack deal: Fifth tree is free with purchase of four.



where their motto is: "Our Stuff Blows”

As Usual, here is just one more final note about wiring in
a relay and distribution block…

When putting these articles together you can never cover everything, but our
friend Frank let me know that I missed letting you know about another great
distribution block.

This one comes from our friends at:

(According to their website): Fuzeblocks.com has designed a fuse block that is easy
to install and fits into a small space. The on board relay offers the choice for any
device to be switched on or off automatically with the vehicle or to be powered
constantly.

With the FZ-1 in place you can power all kinds of motorcycle accessories including,
but not limited to, auxiliary lighting, GPS, radar detector, CB/FRS/GMRS radio,
heated grips, XM radio, audio mixers, intercom system and any other device
requiring 10A or less. Any of these accessories can have constant or switched power
by simply placing the fuse in the correct position for the power desired.

Installation for the FZ-1 fuse block requires no crimping. All connections are made
by heavy duty screw terminals that can accept up to a 12 gauge wire. All the FZ-1
needs is +12VDC, ground and a +12VDC switched source to make it fully functional.
The unique board layout provides six individually fused circuits that can supply
constant or switched power for each accessory depending on your needs. Check out
all the features the FZ-1 has to offer and you'll agree that it makes powering your
accessories easy.

This appears to be an excellent distribution/power block and is compact enough to
fit on any bike. Check them out at: www.fuzeblocks.com


