
Northwestern OntarioNorthwestern Ontario
MOTORCYCLINGMOTORCYCLING

A BIKER COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER WITH ALL THE NEWS
THAT’S FIT TO PRINT (AND SOME THAT ISN’T)!

Robert’s Aimless Ramblings…

Volume 3, Issue 9
September 2011

Published and Distributed by:
robert.whaley@ontario.ca
www.nwomotorcycling.ca

September already -
Where does the time go?

There is still time for some fall rides. Summer
isn’t over just yet. We typically get some great
riding weather in the fall, along with the colour
changes that can be spectacular at times.

August saw a few activities around Thunder
Bay. Motors and Muscles,
sponsored by Thunder Bay
Harley-Davidson, took
place on Saturday August
20 this year.

2011 Kawasaki Versys

The Super-capable, Go-anywhere ride:
When the Versys arrived on the scene just a

few years ago, it astonished the motorcycling
press and public. Numerous updates in 2010
ensured that the bike is still fun and
affordable and is still going strong.

Its 649cc parallel twin engine has a
powerband that wins over skeptics who
doubt that a middleweight can produce this
much power. The Versys aggressive styling
shows off the bike’s dynamic flexibility and
strength.

To add to rider comfort while in the saddle,
rubber bushings on the rear engine mounts
and hollow rubber inserts atop the footpegs
help to isolate the rider’s feet from engine
vibration, resulting in a smoother more
relaxed ride.

The Versys offers genuine sportbike
handling and excellent fuel economy from the
19 litre fuel tank.

I was going to enter the
Strongman competition
this year, but unfortunately
I was just getting over the
flu. Maybe next year…

Here is another
scary story for you. A
study carried out in
the UK has found
that 67% of young

adults under the age of 25 - can’t read a map!
Apparently these people are more reliant on

satellite navigation to help them get around.
The survey polled 1,976 motorists under the age

of 25 from across the UK, to understand young
peoples' attitudes towards driving. Respondents
were initially asked if they were able to read a
road map, to which the answer from two thirds
was 'no'.

What is that telling us about our society?



Rides and Rallies

These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.
If you see any obvious mistakes in here

please let me know right away!

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round for a “Meet-and-Greet”
(and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).

We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on Wednesdays and
10:30AM on Saturdays.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the “rides”, whether they be 2-wheel or
3-wheel or 4-wheel.

We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

Aug 31 - Sept 5 - 7th Annual Warf Rat Rally, Digby, Nova Scotia
Atlantic Canada’s Largest Motorcycle Rally!

Sept 9, 2011 - Red Ride - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, 6:00pm
Sept 12 - 15 - Retreads International Rally, Gorham, New Hampshire
Sept 17, 2011 - Toys for Tots Ride - Meet at Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street

Oct 28, 2011 - Steaktoberfest - at the Port Arthur Prosvita, 6:00pm

Dec 24, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson Open House

What kind of gear do YOU wear ????

Wearing High-Vis is even better!





Well, we made it home from
our trip. The map here shows
roughly the path that we took
this summer. We covered
about 6900 km this year and
started out by heading to the
Yamaha Star Rally in
Middleton, Wisconsin first.

We were only there for a day to take advantage of
the demo rides that Yamaha sets up each year for this
rally. This year I rode the V-Star 1300, the Stryker
1300cc, and the 1900cc Raider. To tell you the truth,
while these are three fine machines with lots of power
and shiny chrome, they really didn’t tug at my heart
strings this year. Climbing back on my trusty old 2005
V-Star 1100 Custom that has about 170,000 km
(roughly 105,000 miles) on her I felt right at home.

For me this is one comfortable, reliable bike. So
much so that I may just have to buy another new one
in the near future. If I do that I’ll be able to just swap
over all of the cool stuff that I have on my bike now to
the new one and run it for another ten years. I should
be able to save a fortune on aftermarket parts.

Robert and Duncan’s
2011 Road Trip

Running secondary roads gives you the opportunity to stop and see some of
the interesting local historical sites, like this coal sorter from the late 1800’s.

Plains of South Dakota

But I digress, we headed out
of Middleton in the plus 1000 F
weather and made our way to
J&P Cycle in Anamosa, Iowa. I
was looking for a pair of mesh
riding pants which they don’t
stock yet. So we pressed on
across Iowa and into South
Dakota running on back roads
and secondary highways and
had a great time. The roads



Black Hills of South Dakota

Riding the Pig-Tails.

were in excellent shape and we usually had the entire
highway to ourselves. Other than for the heat we had a great
ride into South Dakota.

We spent a couple of days in Rapid City cruising around the
Black Hills , visiting Devils Tower, Mt. Rushmore, Crazy
Horse, Needles Highway, Iron Mountain Road, etc. We even
stopped into Black Hills Harley-Davidson to pick up a pair of
gloves and have a look at all of the bikes they had for sale for
the upcoming Sturgis Rally.

And speaking of the rally, we did ride into Sturgis one day to look around and pick up a couple
of t-shirts. We were three weeks ahead of the big rally so there weren’t many bikers around but
you could see that the town was starting to get ready for the big event.

Next it was off to Buffalo and Cody Wyoming running some of the mountain passes in the Big
Horn Mountain range. It was great! Again we were running a lot of the secondary roads and had
most of them to ourselves. Another great benefit we found to running back roads is that we got to
stop at lots of small-town cafés for coffee and lunch. That’s always a great opportunity to chat with
some of the locals, plus the food is usually great.

Once in Cody we took a whole day to ride a big loop through Yellowstone National Park.
Highway 14 from Cody into Yellowstone is a great ride and brings you to the southeast entrance.
We rode west through the park stopping to see Old Faithful.
Having heard about this my whole life it was great to finally see
it in person.

We had to wait around for an hour and a half waiting for the
geyser to perform its show, but it was worth it. We then had
lunch at the visitor centre, picked up some souvenirs and
headed off to finish our loop through the park and exiting
through the northeast corner of the park. Along the way we rode
through herds of bison and sheep, saw some pronghorns and a
huge elk. Along the way we also rode through a herd of about
three hundred cows that were being driven down the highway
by a bunch of cowboys on horseback. That was just too funny
trying to avoid all the cows along with all of the fresh cow crap

on the road.
After those adventures we finally started

heading home across Montana and North
Dakota.

I’m already looking forward to next
year’s ride to see what I can discover. Old FaithfulHerding cows with Harleys



Buying a New Bike?

There probably isn’t a biker on the planet that
doesn’t dream about buying a new bike. It
wouldn’t matter if you owned one bike or twenty
bikes, if you see a new bike that catches your eye
you can’t help but want to add it to the stable.

But as nice as the new bikes are, not all of us are
as rich as Jay Leno and can afford everything we
see. So the majority of us usually have to be a little
more practical in the selection of our rides.

However, when we’re looking for a new bike why
does it seem that we quite often value style and
good looks over function and rideability?

If a rider is only going to ride two or three
thousand kilometres a year it’s probably okay to
have a glitzy bike with a small fuel tank that may
be only comfortable to ride for an hour or so. But if
a rider is planning to spend a lot of hours in the
saddle then they’re going to want a bike that can
stand up to the long haul.

If you can ride your bike for ten hours a day for a
two-week trip and then want to turn around and
do it all over again - - that’s a comfortable bike.

So, is there one magic bike that is right for
everyone? Well, unfortunately (?) no there isn’t.

But maybe that’s a good thing. Each of us is built
a little bit differently, have different likes and
dislikes, have different aches and pains, and that’s
what gives us the amazing array of bikes & trikes
that we see out on the road every day. And that’s a
great thing!

Two things that all bikers do have in common is
the pride that they have in their machines and their
passion for the sport of riding!



“Bob’s Corner"

Observations From the Road
or

Rant of the Week

On our ride this summer we rode through seven
states that were all non-helmet mandatory states.

We ride in the states a lot over the course of the
year and it never fails to amaze me how many
riders in the U.S. ride without a single piece of
protective gear. T-shirt, shorts and sneakers are
the normal attire for most riders.

When I took the rider training course eight years ago one of the things that was
stressed the most was the wearing of protective gear while riding. Not only does the
gear protect the rider in case of an accident it also keeps the rider comfortable and
protects the rider from flying debris, rocks and bugs. There aren’t many things more
fun than a hornet in your shirt at 60 miles an hour. If nothing else it gives you a
chance to practice all of those swear words that you seldom get to use.

I realize that you must get tired of hearing me go on about this subject but I really
do believe that the wearing of protective gear while riding is a no-brainer (no pun
there). We’ve all had numerous discussions about this subject, and yes I realize that
biking is a sport of freedom with a hint of danger, and as adults we should all be
entitled to make our own choices and decisions. That’s one reason it is so popular.

“The riding experience is central in motorcycling. A principal reason for being a part of the
biker community derives from the appreciation in the strong tactile experience given by the
roar and vibrations of the engine, as well as being exposed to wind and weather. Bikers spend
time on the road to experience the feeling of acceleration and the centrifugal force when
taking turns.”

And yes, as the president of ABATE states - it is a
matter of personal freedom of expression and liberty,
and some riders are willing to ride with an increased
risk of personal injury.

Well, some may, but I’m not. Don’t get me wrong -
I love riding and do about 15,000 miles a year. But I
prefer to do it with a little bit of safety gear. Ear
plugs, helmet, jacket, pants, gloves and boots and I’m
ready to roll! ……. Ride Safe!

What would you rather wear - proper gear
or bandages? Is that a tough choice?


