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So you’re not willing to give up the sportbike
handling, but you’ve got places to go and
people to see – and they’re a long way away.
That’s where Sport Touring bikes come into
play, but according to Triumph Motorcycles,
for some customers the ST market is a tad
short on the “touring” component.

For 2011, Triumph introduced an updated
version of the Sprint ST with greater comfort
and storage amenities – the Sprint GT 1050
(Grand Tourer). The British manufacturer calls
it “a composed machine with precise and
intuitive handling to keep up with sports bikes
on demanding roads, but equally delivering
the comfort required for a long two-up ride
cross-country.”

Powered by an updated 1050cc Triple, the GT
promises a spirited ride with a claimed 130
horsepower (five more than the 2010 ST) and
wonderful exhaust note. What makes it a
better touring bike are the new 31-liter hard
saddlebags, ABS brakes and claimed 200-mile
range.

2011 Triumph Sprint
GT 1050
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Hey All,
Duncan and I have only just returned

from our road trip so this newsletter may
be getting to you a little late, and I can’t
guarantee what may be in it either - I’m
still coming down from that “Road-Trip
High”. Having to go back to work this
week isn’t helping. I now have two weeks
of broken computers, brush saws,
chainsaws, trucks, etc. to get caught up on
fixing.

But we had a great time out west,
managed to cover 6900 km on our ride
out to the Black Hills in south Dakota and
Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming.

We saw and
did a lot of
different things
on our trip this
year, we started
out at the
Yamaha Star
Rally in Wisconsin where we did some
demo rides on the new Yamaha line-up.
From there we headed to the Black Hills
to visit Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse,
Needles Highway, Iron Mountain Road,
etc., then off to Yellowstone.

All in all - a great ride!



Rides and
Rallies

These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.
If you see any obvious mistakes in here

please let me know right away!

Aug 6, 2011 - 12th Annual 100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, Denver Colorado
Aug 8 - 14, 2011 - 71st Anniversary Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
Aug 13, 2011 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 20, 2011 - Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
Aug 27 - Sept 1 - BUB Motorcycle Speed Trials, Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah

Sept 9, 2011 - Red Ride - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, 6:00pm
Sept 12 - 15 - Retreads International Rally, Gorham, New Hampshire
Sept 17, 2011 - Toys for Tots Ride - Meet at Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street

Oct 28, 2011 - Steaktoberfest - at the Port Arthur Prosvita, 6:00pm

Dec 24, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson Open House

Also Remember: Local riders in Thunder Bay meet twice a week all year round
for a “Meet-and-Greet” (and maybe go for a ride if the weather is good).

We meet at Tim Horton's beside Montana’s on Balmoral Avenue at 6:30PM on
Wednesdays and 10:30AM on Saturdays.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come out and check out all the
“rides”, whether they be 2-wheel or 3-wheel or 4-wheel.

We even have ‘Solar Powered’ bikes like Frank’s!

This is from an advertisement published in Lebanon. The photo actually shows a car tire and not a motorcycle
tire, but nevertheless, the whole concept, which is excellent, applies to motorcycles. No question about that.

Bridgestone Tire Advertisement:

So go check your tires !!!!



Thunder in the Bay

In Thunder Bay, in July, we often expect dark skies, flashes of lighting
and great rolling booms of thunder. Instead, the 23rd annual provincial H.O.G.®
rally saw sunny skies glinting on highly polished chrome and sparkling paint, as
the rumbling thunder of hundreds of Harley- Davidson® motorcycles filled this
northern community. Perhaps it was on account of the great weather, but rally
organizers were thrilled that over 850 riders made their way to Thunder Bay to
be greeted by over 150 volunteers devoted to making this the best rally ever.

Over eighteen months in the planning, with the support of the OLG
Casino Thunder Bay, City of Thunder Bay and Tourism Thunder Bay, and other
major sponsors TBayTel and Fort William Historical Park, the rally provided a
wide variety of activities for their guests. Thunder Bay is situated in the
geographic center of North America, and this was reflected in the fact that riders
from Louisiana, California, Vancouver Island and Labrador City all made the
long trip.

The host hotel, the Victoria Inn, proved that location is everything.
Sited within walking distance of the local Harley dealership, and with four more
hotels nearby, this location ensured that for most attendees, evening festivities
could be enjoyed with just a short walk to bed. A large parking lot was fenced off
to provide secure parking for the bikes, and still allow room for the field games,
the vendors, and the large banquet tents. Special acknowledgement must be
made to the Victoria Inn staff who, the morning of the rally, saw the hotel empty
of hundreds of evacuees from the northern reserves, and worked hard to prepare
for the influx of a full house of H.O.G.® members.

Among the planned activities was a welcoming pig roast sponsored
by local Harley dealers Ted Ciotucha and his daughter, Mandie, on Thursday
evening. Friday morning saw several early risers out and about for a sunrise ride.
There were several other rides available over the weekend, and a booklet with
maps of favorite local rides was given to each registrant. A very popular stop was
the Terry Fox Memorial located near the site where Terry sadly ended his
Marathon of Hope in 1980. Our “Niagara of the North” Kakabeka Falls, surprised
many with its size and the beauty of the gorge.

whaleyro
TextBox
by: Barbara Trevisanutto



The OLG Casino hosted breakfast on Friday morning to the tune of about 98
dozen eggs alone. Their parking lot was used for the show and shine, and the classic bike
show. The Waterfront BIA hosted a walking poker tour. This was fun for both locals and
guests, and provided great public relations as merchants and the general public learned
firsthand how fun and friendly Harley riders are. Any thoughts of bad biker images were
completely dispelled. In the evening, the Chapter Challenge competition was high as over
120 bikers took on Biker Bingo Bowling at Galaxy Lanes, also owned by Ted and Mandie.

Saturday morning got off to a great start with complimentary coffee supplied
by McDonald’s, and persians, supplied by the local Ladies of Harley. A persian is a
Thunder Bay exclusive, a large pink-iced cinnamon bun. Decadent! Then, city residents
were treated to a parade of hundreds of Harleys filling the streets. After the group photo
and a lunch break, the adventurous got ready for the field games. A great deal of control
was required for the “roadkill slow race” in which the last to cross the finish line, after
avoiding a number of obstacles, won. Riders and their partners worked together in many
competitions and finally the last game, a water balloon toss, got many wet as well as
eliminated. Chapter Challenge ensured that there were a lot of entrants in the games, but
perhaps it was the heat that kept many of the rather rotund riders away from the Zumba
fitness class? Just watching the participants was exhausting and they certainly deserved
every Chapter Challenge point they received!

At the closing ceremonies on Saturday evening, Chapter Challenge went to
Durham for the third year in a row. Windsor, next year’s host was presented with a large
stuffed pink toy pig wearing a Harley vest sporting a Thunder Bay Chapter patch. A new
tradition has been born in which subsequent chapters will add their patches as Miss HOG
travels from rally to rally. The banquet that followed was superb with fried chicken and
barbequed ribs accompanied by Caesar salad, cole slaw, corn on the cob, buns and finished
with a delicious beautifully decorated cake. Kudos to the Victoria Inn for feeding 780
people in 20 minutes AND putting out some delicious steaks when the ribs ran out.

Thunder Bay is known as “the City with the Giant Heart”, and this rally
couldn’t pass without the opportunity to have a charity benefit. This year the charity of
choice was the Canadian Diabetes Association. Part of the effort to raise funds included a
50/50 draw which netted the winner over $3500, and a silent auction which brought in
several thousand dollars. The highlight of the auction was a beautifully crafted quilt by
local member Heidi Skinn which went for $2500. The CDA benefited to the tune of over
$10,000!

Congratulations to the rally committee: John Aiken, Sue Macey, John
Trevisanutto, Janis Beebe, Shena Lafreniere, Ruth Brickell, Ted and Mandie Ciotucha,
Ross Dykes, Keith Caverly and Mike Foreman. Thanks to all the volunteers who
worked so hard, Thunder Bay is convinced we have had the best rally ever!
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Here is a story about that very thing:

July 7, 2011

My First Experience With CAA

Yesterday, I had a rear flat on my ’08 KLR. I noticed it as I turned East off the highway onto
Oliver Road so I immediately stopped and checked out the situation at the side of the road and
luckily, there was an open gravel lot a short push away. The push was downhill, so I thought
“how convenient.” Hmmm – what to do now? After deploying the centre stand (manually,
Duncan) I checked for obvious penetrants but found nothing. There’s more to the story here but
let’s get on with it. The tire would hold no air at all, so I knew I was looking at a new tube. My wife
convinced me to make use of my CAA card which I’ve had for years and never used. I called CAA
and gave all the details of what happened and where I was. After the promised forty minutes
waiting in the sun and getting anxious over who was going to show up and whether they had a
clue about loading a bike, even a small one, CAA dispatch called and said, “Gee, sorry, but the
flat-bed is in Dryden and won’t be back until maybe tonight.” In the heat, my temples were
pulsing Morse code – Whiskey, Tango, Fox-trot. Again -WTF? CAA dispatch then said I could call
another towing company and send them the bill. I called Larry and within about ten minutes he
was there with his side-kick, Austen, and the bike was loaded and ready to go. When I presented
my paid towing bill at the local CAA office, they had the claim paper-work ready for me and said
a cheque will be sent out to me from Ottawa. I explained to the local rep that I felt a lot better
knowing there were reliable, competent people coming to get my bike when I called Excalibur and
the rep said, “Oh, if you feel better using them, you can do so and send us the bill.” I called Larry
and explained this option which I’m sure most CAA members aren’t aware of. You do have to
have the CAA membership level that includes motorcycle towing. So, this is something to think
about if you’re in the same situation. If you want to confirm this option yourself, I dealt with Tacy
Peck at the local CAA office and she can be reached at 807 345-1261, ext 205, or by email at
peck@caaneo.on.ca.

Frank Pianka, Out.

What do you do when you have a
flat tire or your bike breaks down

on the side of the road?
Who You Gonna Call?
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The inaugural party for the Superior Riders, held at Clancey & Joe’s Backyard Bar,
attracted about 40 of the 140 members. Not bad for a July Saturday with many on a
bike vacation or having other commitments.

The “Most Appreciated Attendee” earned this distinction because he attended with
4 or 5 bags of different homemade cookies, a big slab of date squares and two pizza
boxes of butter tarts warm right out of the oven. Ken - I like your company anytime,
but bringing over your homemade baking, it makes you much more attractive.

The day was rainy and cool until about 6:00pm so we stayed inside and warmed up
with the appropriate beverages aptly served by daughter Tracey. That was a hit as no
one rode their bikes over.

When “Cooky" Dave Marsh got the first load of smokies and burgers done, the
crowd moved outside. While supervising the cook, socials chairperson Barb Midgley
poked the wrong smokie, and much to the entertainment of Dave and others, it came
to life with a spurting action that covered her shirt, and resulted in some colourful
comments. The weather then improved and the party carried on until about 9:00 or
10:00pm. My rum and gin took a beating but it was a good mixer with lots of newer
club members getting a chance to know each other. We will look into holding more of
these kinds of socials in future. We can't always accommodate everyone's schedule,
but sooner or later we will get most to attend.

This party was $5 per head with the club helping out a little. If we can keep the cost
low I'm sure most people will try to attend these types of functions.

Thanks to Barb, Dave, Marg, Ken, daughters Tracey and Tammy (visiting from
Vancouver) and all those that brought stuff, and helped doing different things.
Until the next time - "Thanks for coming over“!
Clancey and Joe

Party Time at Joe’s House !



“Bob’s Corner"

Looking for some more storage space
on your bike?

When we’re packing our bikes for a road trip we all
want to carry some kind of a tool kit. If you ride a
motorcycle chances are you will eventually experience

some kind of roadside breakdown. In this type of situation a good quality
emergency tool kit could be the only thing between you and a long wait for help!

As we all know, the tool kits supplied by motorcycle manufacturers are typically
poor quality. The tools in your emergency tool kit should be as good or better
quality than you would use in your garage. But where do you carry them on the
bike? That’s where this little beauty comes in.

Once again, browsing through the internet I
came across this plastic tube at an agricultural
supply store (don’t worry, the yellow paint
comes right off). With a little bit of imagination
and creativity most of us can find a spot to
mount one of these storage tubes. They’re made
of heavy duty plastic and have a screw-top that
seals with a rubber o-ring. The tubes come in
two sizes, the large one pictured here is 12”
long and 3 ¼ inches in diameter.

Adventure bike riders probably have more
places on their bike to mount one of these tubes
than I do but for this years road trip I mounted
mine on the frame in front of the engine
(bottom right picture).

They hold a surprising number of tools, or
whatever else you might want to stuff into
them. For you real adventurous types they will
even hold a 1.5 litre Primus Fuel Can. In an
emergency that could get you or your buddy
that much closer to civilization.

http://www.agrisupply.com
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Can You DO That??

One hot Saturday morning, five of us left Tim’s on Balmoral and headed for the highway
looking for “cool” on the Sleepy-G peninsula. After a set of traffic lights, there was a group of
three a few hundred metres ahead and me and the sweep, who I rode with only once before,
trailing behind. No rush. We have all day. We’ll catch up. I’m in the outside lane, left tire track -
the blocking position. Beautiful day. This is great. VROOOOM! The sweep uses the right tire
track to pass me in my lane. Scared the crap out of me - metaphorically. I didn’t really check.

As a relative newbie to riding, but one determined to be a “Superior Rider” by watching
others and asking lots of questions, I started asking about that particular move. Even Googled it!
I got a variety of opinions on the matter, but only felt I had spoken to the right person when I
asked a local cop who works in traffic and has tons of riding experience about it. To paraphrase,
“That move would cost you $115 and three points – improper pass on the right.”

There are times when you can pass on the right, but this isn’t one of them. I asked a few more
questions. Turns out that if I was riding in the inside lane, right tire track - the blocking position
– the sweep could legally pass me on my left using the left tire track of my lane, provided there
is room and the pass is done safely. So it looks like it’s the passing on the right, not the use of
my lane that is the legal issue, but everyone seemed to pretty much agree that passing in the
same lane is not a safe thing to do, especially without warning, because it takes away a rider’s
wiggle room should they need to avoid a road obstacle. What I continue to be reminded of is
that group riding can be a lot of fun, but you can’t get complacent and there’s always room for
improvement.

Maybe group riders could adapt this list that mountaineers use to get their priorities straight.
To paraphrase the Alpine Club of Canada: “Come back alive. Come back as friends. Have fun.”

_Frank Pianka July 2011

PROPER IMPROPER

Passing on the right in the same lane is
illegal.


