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Early Release:
2012 Yamaha Super

Ténéré (Tenere)

Yamaha has a long history of success at the
famous Paris to Dakar Rally. In fact, Yamaha
won the first ever event in 1978 and has since
followed up with 8 other victories at this
gruelling rally.

The new and versatile 2012 Yamaha Super
Ténéré is designed to be the most exciting
next-generation adventure tourer, combining
Yamaha's Dakar-bred toughness and
reliability with light, easy handling and
advanced rider assist technology.

All it takes is one look at the rally-inspired
2012 Yamaha Super Ténéré and the wonder
lust sets in. And there's no stopping it with a
super compact 1200cc parallel twin engine
with a unique 270 degree firing order, 6-
speed transmission, Traction Control, Anti-
lock Breaking System (ABS), adjustable seat
height and the list goes on.

Adventure/Touring at its best?

Published and Distributed by:
robert.whaley@ontario.ca
www.nwomotorcycling.ca

Hey All,
Well, July is finally here. This is the heart

of our riding season in northwestern
Ontario. I certainly hope that you’ve got
your bike trips planned and are getting the
bike prepped and your bags packed. I‘m
just about packed and ready to go!

There are tons of events and rallies that
you could be checking out this summer,
but we all know that in picking one of
these we are just picking a destination and
it is the ride and the adventure that is
important.

Eating, sightseeing and the freedom of
the open road is what sends most of us out
on our quests. There is a “Chicken Fried
Steak” out there calling to me….

Oh, by the way, the Jethro Tull concert in
Minneapolis was INCREDIBLE!
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Rides
and

Rallies

These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.
If you see any obvious mistakes in here

please let me know right away!

July 1 – 3, 2011 - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
July 1 - 10, 2011 - Marathon Summer Fest - July 9th is a Motorcycle & Classic Car Show & Shine
July 6 – 9, 2011 - Wing Ding 33, Knoxville, Tennessee
July 6, 2011 - Women’s Only Garage Party, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
July 8, 9, 10 - Ladies Ride 2011 - Ride the Loop of Kenora, Fort Frances and International Falls

Contact Danielle Chivers-Wilson at danie@tbaytel.net
July 16, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley's 31st Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run
July 19 – 21 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Peterborough, Ontario
July 20-21, 2011 - Minnesota Retreads Rally, Wabasha, Minnesota
July 19 – 22 - Yamaha Star Rally, Middleton (near Madison), Wisconsin
July 23, 2011 - Just Another Road Trip – 2011 Memorial Ride, Bomanville, Ont.
July 28 – 31 - 23rd Annual Ontario Provincial HOG Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Aug 6, 2011 - 12th Annual 100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, Denver Colorado
Aug 8 - 14, 2011 - 71st Anniversary Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
Aug 13, 2011 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 20, 2011 - Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
Aug 27 - Sept 1 - BUB Motorcycle Speed Trials, Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah

Sept 9, 2011 - Red Ride - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, 6:00pm
Sept 12 - 15 - Retreads International Rally, Gorham, New Hampshire
Sept 17, 2011 - Toys for Tots Ride - Meet at Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street

Oct 28, 2011 - Steaktoberfest - at the Port Arthur Prosvita, 6:00pm

Dec 24, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson Open House

July 1 - 10, 2011



Coalition Formed To Save The Bonneville Salt Flats

The Bonneville Salt Flats, legendary site of flat
out speed, needs salt replenishment.

A number of prominent organizations have
formed the “Save the Salt Coalition” to protect
the Bonneville Salt Flats (BSF) from continued
deterioration due to salt brine removal from
potash mining. The Coalition is now working
with government officials, mine operators and
others to develop a permanent program to
replenish the salt.

Founding members of the Coalition include
the Bonneville Nationals (BNI), Save the Salt
Foundation, Source Interlink Media, Southern
California Timing Association (SCTA), Specialty
Equipment Market Association (SEMA), SEMA
Action Network (SAN) and Utah Salt Flats
Racing Association (USFRA). Doug Evans,
Executive Vice President, Source Interlink
Media, has been named Chairman of the “Save
the Salt Coalition.”

“The Bonneville Salt Flats is an essential
element of American motorsports heritage,” said

Evans. “Since 1949, Hot Rod Magazine has covered the August speed trials and worked with
government officials to permit continued racing. The legacy of land speed racing covers every
imaginable type of vehicle, from hot rods to jet cars, electric cars and motorcycles. These efforts
are a proving ground for new technological achievements in power plants, composite materials
and aerodynamics.”

The BSF is a unique geological formation that is also central to the history of motorsports and
the industries that support motorsports. Scores of world land speed records have been set on the
densely-packed remnants of a huge prehistoric lake. The area is so flat, it is possible to see the
curvature of the earth. The BSF has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has
been designated an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.

Decades of salt removal by an adjoining potash
mining operation have damaged the BSF. Between
1963 and 1982, an estimated 11 million tons of salt
was withdrawn. By the mid-1990s, the historic
raceway had lost over 18 inches of salt crust.

Originally 96,000 acres in size, the BSF has been
reduced to about 30,000 acres and those lands are
threatened unless the salt removed to extract
potash is then returned to the BSF. The potash
operation is located on federal lands leased by the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM).



This past June 5th Duncan rode down to Minneapolis
and attended one of the Zalusky Advanced Riding
School and Track Days. These well-instructed track
days provide riders an opportunity to gain advanced
rider training skills on a road course. Riders of all skill
levels and bikes of all types are welcomed to these
courses as the instructors are there to help you improve
your riding skills.

Here is Duncan’s report:

Rider Review, by Duncan Jamieson

Zalusky Advanced Riding School (ZARS)

On June 5th I attended the ZARS riding school at Dakota County Technical College, southeast of
Minneapolis. The school provides riders of all skill levels, on all types of motorcycles, the
opportunity to improve their skills and become more competent, confident riders.

Instruction is given on the one mile road course and in the classroom. Visual skills, cornering,
body position, braking and steering are covered in detail. Twenty minute sessions on the road
course just seem to fly by. The sessions are long enough to allow the rider to correct mistakes - but
not so long that you become exhausted. By the end of the day most riders were happy to see the
last red flag, signalling the end of the track sessions. It is a long day with much more riding and
learning than I thought would get squeezed in.

There is a very good instructor/student ratio and the instructors were all very friendly and
knowledgeable. Probably, in my case, they were also very patient, as I had the only heavyweight
cruiser in among 40 other sport bikes. I found that I learned new limits as to what I could do with
the motorcycle. I learned how to corner with more confidence, control, and at higher speeds than
before. I believe the lessons I learned easily transfer to street riding as the skills learned help in
accident avoidance. The improved skills also help the rider relax and truly enjoy the motorcycle.

The cost for a one day session is $110.00. It is certainly one of the best $110.00 that I have spent. I
highly recommend ZARS. Besides being great fun, it can refresh some stale riding skills, and teach
you new ones. I guess that begs the question, “Do I think ZARS has improved my riding skills?” I
definitely say “Yes!”

For more information check out their web site at: http://advancedridingschool.net/

Duncan needs to practice his KneeDuncan needs to practice his Knee--Dragging!Dragging!



Local Motorcycle Clubs
of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Chapter Representative
Merv Donohue

Local clubs and members

thereof are
welcome to

submit

materia
l for this Club News page.

Otherwise all you get is what I

come up with
.

There is a New Riding Group
Forming in Thunder Bay

Following the recent turmoil going on
within the local Retreads chapter a large
contingent of disgruntled members are
banding together to form a new riding
group.

Organization of the new group is still at
a preliminary stage but they have finally

settled on a new name for the group. They will be known as ‘Superior Riders’.
This name was chosen to help identify the group geographically with Lake

Superior and northwestern Ontario. The group is going to be open to riders from
the entire northwestern Ontario area, and will include Manitoba as well as all riding
friends around Lake Superior down in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and
beyond. . .

There had been quite a bit of discussion about joining up with a different national
or international club that already has an established name, but the decision was
made to start an independent group for riders here in Thunder Bay and
surrounding area. Many suggestions had been put forward for the new name, some
serious and some not so serious, but the most popular suggestion won out in the
end.

The new group will still be meeting every Wednesday and Saturday at the Tim
Horton’s on Balmoral (beside Montana’s). And, as always, everyone is welcome to
stop by and check out the ‘rides’. Riders have been known to show up with just
about every configuration of two-wheel, three-wheel and four-wheel vehicle that
you could imagine. So stop by and say ‘Hi’. Bikers like nothing better than chatting
about rides and riding and bragging about their bikes.

The goal of most riders is to become a superior rider, and that philosophy will
certainly apply to this new group. As Frank says, for this group being a Superior
Rider is "Not a claim, but an aim." Rider education and skill improvement should be
a goal that all motorcycling groups endorse.

Thunder Bay

of

www.superior-riders.ca



“Bob’s Corner"

More Bike Repairs This Summer
I got a chance last month to pull parts of my bike apart again. I

had noticed a few times last summer that the clutch seemed to be
slipping a little bit under certain conditions. I adjusted it a couple of
times and made it through last years riding season, but noticed it
slipping again this year.

Motorcycle clutches consist of many parts which all work in
unison to connect and disconnect the engine from the transmission
and ultimately the rear wheel. If the clutch isn’t working properly it
will at best provide inconsistent operation and power delivery or at
worst leave you stranded somewhere. Neither of these would bode
well for safe motorcycle operation.

So, armed with a couple of diagrams and some tools, I proceeded
to pull the front header & exhaust pipe and the right side engine
casing to expose the clutch assembly. Then after taking a moment to
look everything over I proceeded to pull the clutch apart. I didn’t
take the entire clutch out of the bike, but I did pull the clutch spring
and pressure plate which in turn allowed me to pull the friction
plates and clutch plates. These parts are the actual heart of the
clutch and are the parts that take the most wear and abuse.

After pulling everything apart I checked all of the parts for wear and cracks.
The friction and clutch plates looked okay and were still within spec as far as
thickness goes. There was some signs of wear on the fingers of the primary
gear component so I smoothed and flattened these back out with some emery
paper. Since everything else looked pretty good I ordered up a new set of
friction plates and a new clutch spring, along with a new side casing gasket.

When all of the parts arrived it only took a few hours to put
everything back together, taking time to make sure everything was
cleaned well and went together in the proper order and was
torqued to spec. You wouldn’t want that thing flying apart out on
the road.

Once everything was bolted back together I gave the clutch one
final adjustment along with adjusting the clutch cable. It was now
the moment of truth, was it going to work or would it be time to
trailer the bike to the professionals to fix my repair work.

Well, after triple checking everything around the bike to make sure everything was bolted down,
the crankcase was full of oil, and there weren’t any extra parts laying around on the floor I finally
fired up the bike.

Much to my surprise the bike fired up perfectly and I let it warm up while I checked for oil leaks.
Fortunately everything seemed to be working okay so I kicked it into gear and did a couple of laps
around the back yard to get all of the parts seated again.

I’ve since had the bike out on the road a few times and it is working great. The bike is shifting
and running as smoothly as when it was new.

Bottom line, apparently any fool with a couple of wrenches can change a clutch. Time will tell
how good a job I did, but for now the bike is working great!



Hell's Half Acre
Powder River, Wyoming

Hell’s Half Acre is a geologic oddity – a
craggy horseshoe-shaped gorge that drops
away from an otherwise flat plain where
Highway 20 runs east. The 150+ ft. deep
gorge -- actually 320-acres total as it
spreads south -- is filled in one section with
jagged rock spires, naturally sculpted into
nightmarish chaos by an ancient offshoot
of the Powder River. If you drive hundreds
of miles in any direction you won't find
anything like it.

Alien bug planet scenes for the movie
Starship Troopers (1997) were filmed here.
The crew spent weeks one summer hauling
props down into the hole and shooting
among the gnarled rock protrusions.

Hell’s Half Acre Restaurant sits at the
scenic overlook, advertised by a sign with a

pointy-toed devil. The sign also promises
you'll find a bar and souvenirs inside.

Unfortunately, all that remains of Starship
Troopers is a curling movie poster taped to
the soda refrigerator. A local at the counter
perked up when we mentioned the Half
Acre's moment of movie glory. "They hired
some of the locals as extras," the restaurant
owner noted, "though mostly as dead
bodies.“ If you go down into the canyon you
can still find spent blank shells from the
production, along with the occasional bone
where buffalo were run off the cliffs.

Directions: State Hwy. 20/26, East of Casper
before Waltman.

Places to Go &Things to See



Indian Resurrection Once
Again?

April 19, 2011:
After weeks of speculation and with no one at Indian

Motorcycle willing to confirm the rumours, it is now
official. Polaris has bought Indian Motorcycle.

Polaris faxed all of their dealers to announce the
acquisition of Indian Motorcycle Limited.

The following is their official statement:

Polaris Industries Inc. (NYSE: PII) today announced the acquisition of Indian
Motorcycle. The business was acquired from Indian Motorcycle Limited (“IML”), a
company advised by Stellican Limited and Novator Partners LLP, U.K. Private
Equity firms. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed.

“We are excited to be part of the revitalization of a quintessentially American
brand,” said Scott Wine, CEO of Polaris Industries Inc. “Indian built America’s first
motorcycle. With our technology and vision, we are confident we will deliver the
classic Indian motorcycle, enhanced by the quality and performance for which
Polaris and Victory are known.”

With this acquisition, Polaris adds one of motorcycling’s legendary brands to its
strong stable of Victory cruiser and touring bikes. Indian will operate as an
autonomous business unit, building upon the potent combination of Polaris’
engineering acumen and innovative technology with Indian’s premium brand,
iconic design and rich American heritage.

It will be very
interesting to
follow this story for
a few months to see
how Polaris plans
and carries out
their marketing
strategy for this
new acquisition
and how it intends
to position their
Indian versus
Victory models.


