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2011 Honda Fury
VT1300CX

The Look. The Sound. The Feel. The Fury.

We understand perfectly if you think your
eyeballs are lying to you. Indeed, the 2011
Honda Fury VT1300CX appears to be
something from the farthest fringes of the
two-wheeled world. Yet it's a Honda,
through and through. Here we have the
rolling incarnation of the pure, undiluted
chopper essence, a machine that simply looks
right, sounds right and goes straight to the
heart of radical enthusiasts.

Yet despite the extreme lines and head-
turning looks, the 2011 Honda Fury
VT1300CX is backed up with the same fit and
finish, functionality, affordability, quality and
reliability built into every Honda. Who
would have ever thought it possible?

Hey All,
It’s April, beware the April

Fools, especially if you’re
out riding this early in the
year…

There were lots of us out
last year at this time, but
every year is different and it
looks like we’ll just have to
wait a bit for warm weather.

What else is new? Well, don’t forget to check
out my new web site. It’s been up and running
for about a month now and has been getting lots
of hits. It will be a work in progress for a long
time, and as everything else, will probably
evolve as time goes by. Thanks a million to Tom
P. for putting so much work into setting it up for
me and fixing all of my mistakes. He is definitely
a website design genius!

What else is new? Adventure motorcycle rider
Lois Pryce was here this past week and gave us a
presentation on her solo ride from Juno, Alaska
south through Canada and the United States and
then down through South America to the tip of
Argentina.

A huge thanks goes out to the sponsors that
made this happen: the Ontario Northwest
Retreads club, Sherri Locke at the Comfort Inn on
Arthur Street, Larry at Excalibur Motorcycle
Works, and Randy at North Country Cycle and
Sports. Thanks also go out to Ruth, Jim and Willy
for their taxi and touristing help.

(Oh, by the way, Terry - you still owe me $10.00)



A
lso

R
e

m
e

m
b

e
r:

E
v

e
ry

W
e

d
n

e
sd

a
y

e
v

e
n

in
g

is
T

h
u

n
d

e
r

B
a

y
R

e
tre

a
d

s
“

M
ee

t-a
n

d
-G

ree
t

(a
n

d
m

ay
b

e
g

o
fo

r
a

rid
e

)”
a

t
T

im
H

o
rto

n
's

b
e

sid
e

M
o

n
ta

n
a

’s
o

n
B

a
lm

o
ra

l
A

v
e

n
u

e
a

t
6

:30
P

M
.

E
v

ery
o

n
e

is
in

v
ite

d
a

n
d

e
n

co
u

rag
e

d
to

co
m

e
o

u
t

a
n

d
ch

e
ck

o
u

t
a

ll
th

e
“rid

e
s”

,
w

h
e

th
e

r
th

ey
b

e
2

-w
h

e
el

o
r

3
-w

h
e

el
o

r
4

-w
h

e
el.

Rides and Rallies

Beartooth Pass, Colorado

April 1 – 3, 2011 - Overland Expo2010, Amado, Arizona (www.ovexpo.com)
April 9 - 10, 2011 - Toronto Spring Motorcycle Show, Toronto Ontario
April 16, 2011 - Prime Rib Dinner at the Prince Arthur, 100 tickets available now!

May 6, 2011 - International Female Ride Day
May 7, 2011 - Early Registration for Ride For Dad, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 7, 2011 - Terry Coombes Annual Memorial ICE BREAKER RUN, Terry Fox Lookout, Thunder Bay
May 8, 2011 - Ladies of Harley Mothers Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
May 13, 2011 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
May 13, 2011 - “Be a Better Rider” Seminar, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 15, 2011 - Blessing of the Bikes, Ladies of Harley, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
May 19-21, 2011 - Mid-Atlantic Retreads Rally, Bird-in-Hand, PA

June 3-4, 2011 - East Central Regional Retreads® Rally, Benton, Kentucky
June 3-5, 2011 - Old Bones Rally, Wayne, Alberta
June 18, 2011 - 11th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay
June 19, 2011 - Ladies of Harley Father's Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 20, 2011 - 20th Anniversary - Ride to Work Day! - Join One Million Participants!
June 23 - 26 - Ride the Rock Rally, Munising, MI - www.upcruising.com
June ??? 2011 - North Western Ontario RIDE FOR SIGHT, - Location to be announced -

July 1 – 3, 2011 - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
July 6 – 9, 2011 - Wing Ding 33, Knoxville, Tennessee
July 6, 2011 - Women’s Only Garage Party, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
July 16, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley's 31st Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run
July 19 – 21 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Peterborough, Ontario
July 20-21, 2011 - Minnesota Retreads Rally, Wabasha, Minnesota
July 19 – 22 - Yamaha Star Rally, Middleton (near Madison), Wisconsin
July 23, 2011 - Just Another Road Trip – 2011 Memorial Ride, Bomanville, Ont.
July 25-27, 2011 - Western Pennsylvania Retreads Rally, Cambridge Springs, PA
July 28 – 30 - 23rd Annual Ontario Provincial HOG Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Aug 6, 2011 - 12th Annual 100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, Denver Colorado
Aug 13, 2011 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 20, 2011 - Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson

Sept 12 - 15 - Retreads International Rally, Gorham, New Hampshire

These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.
If you see any obvious mistakes in here

please let me know right away!



Everyone had a GREAT time on Tuesday
night at the Prosvita. Lois captivated the

audience with the amazing stories from her trip.

Lois Pryce
visits Thunder Bay

The intrepid traveller was in Thunder Bay on
March 28 and 29 and gave a spirited presentation
on her 20,000 mile solo ride from Alaska to
Argentina on a Yamaha XT225 Serow.

Lois currently works in the UK as a freelance
writer and journalist, contributing to various
motorcycle and travel publications around the
globe. She was on a speaking tour across the US,
with stops in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and we
managed to entice her to visit us up here in
Thunder Bay.

For many of us here in the frozen north it was
a once in a lifetime opportunity to share first
hand the experiences of this spirited adventuress.

We had about 100 people in
attendance for Lois’s presentation and
she had the whole audience spellbound
with the many humorous tales of her
journey. Lois talked about how she
packed in her tedious office job and
came up with a plan to motorcycle from
Alaska to Argentina.

Dodging corrupt border guards in
Central America, battling 100mph
winds in Patagonia and riding in the
Andes were all covered in her
entertaining and inspiring presentation.

Her tales were accompanied by
fantastic photography from this
beautiful part of the world.

Thanks again to everyone that
helped pull this event together. It was
an amazing evening’s entertainment!

We’re looking forward to Lois and
Austin’s next visit to Thunder Bay,
maybe it will be warm enough to ride!

Comfort Inn
660 West Arthur St.

Thanks again to our sponsors, without you we
couldn’t have made the event happen.

Lois was given the royal tour of Thunder Bay
by Jim. They managed to make it to the Hoito
for Finn pancakes and out to Kakabeka to see
the frozen falls - and a moose too!



Local Motorcycle Clubs
of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay Chapter Rep:
Joe McEachern

Website:
www.onwretreads.ca/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Mid America Motorcycle Association
Website:

www.mamathunderbay .com

Local clubs and members

thereof are
welcome to

submit

materia
l for this Club News

page. Otherw
ise all you get is

what I come up with
.

Can Motorcycle Riding Strengthen Old
Bones? – Ride Forever for Your Health

by Paul Crowe - "The Kneeslider" , Oct. 26,2010
(in Alternative Thinking,Down Time)

When your wife says, "You're too old to ride
motorcycles, you might get hurt," just smile and
say "Honey, I'm doing this for you so I can build

up my bones." No, really. The science is on
your side. A daily dose of whole body vibration

is good for you.
A daily dose of whole body vibration may help
reduce the usual bone density loss that occurs

with age, Medical College of Georgia
researchers report.

Researchers found vibration improved density
around the hip joint with a shift toward higher
density in the femur, the long bone of the leg,

as well. Hip fractures are a major cause of
disability and death among the elderly.

They also found a reduction in a biomarker that
indicates bone breakdown and an increase in
the surface area involved in bone formation in

the vibrating group.
Well, the study didn't specifically cite

motorcycles, but what better whole body
vibration machine is there? Combined with

previous studies that show lifting weights keeps
bones strong among older folks, this could be a
nice boost for Harley Davidson, or any big bike
for that matter, giving all of us Boomers a great

new reason to fire up the big V-Twins for
medicinal purposes and ride forever. At this

rate, you could almost get your doctor to write a
prescription, "One hour of riding daily, as

needed. Prescription may be refilled
indefinitely." No more namby-pamby lightweight

girlie bikes, I'll have one of those big heavy
suckers that vibrates. Thanks, Doc!

Does Motorcycle Training Reduce
Motorcycle Accidents?

Another article by Paul Crowe asks this
question. Does it matter whether you get

motorcycle specific training before launching
yourself down the road on your brand new bike?

Beyond the basics of how to operate the
controls, what actually has an effect on whether

you are likely to get into an accident?

The George Institute for Global Health, located
in Australia, did an analysis of worldwide

studies to determine what type of motorcycle
rider training is most effective in reducing

accidents. Their conclusion? No one has a clue.
The effectiveness of training, whether before or

after you get your license, simply isn't known
from the evidence available.

The biggest factor that determines who is going
to get into an accident has far less to do with

what type of training the rider has than who the
rider is. If the person on the bike has a history

of impulsive and irresponsible behaviour, they're
not going to become careful and responsible on

their bikes.
You'll find riders with years of accident free

miles with zero training and others who went
through an approved rider training course

crashing within days or weeks of hitting the
road.

Is anyone truly surprised?
Riders vary and safety is a state of mind, no

amount of training will change that. The best we
can hope for is to be aware of who and what is
going on around us, to be visible and to always

ride defensively.



A Bit More on Motorcycle Safety

Some riders take an alternative
approach to safety.

A while back someone sent me a link to
another study that was carried out looking at
motorcycle helmet use. This research was
carried out by J. P. Goldstein Ph.D. at Bowdoin
College in Maine. The title of his report was
“The Effect of Motorcycle Helmet Use on the
Probability of Fatality and the Severity of
Head and Neck Injuries”.

Dr. Goldstein

I have a copy of this paper in case anyone wants to read it. Needless to say
it is long on models and statistics and short on readability, but he does
finish with a couple of observations that should really come as no surprise
to anyone that rides.

Citing Dr. Goldstein’s findings of an increase in neck injuries with the use
of helmets, naturally, some folks have tried to use this research to justify
their non-helmet-use stand. However, as with everything else in life, you
have to look at the WHOLE picture. According to the study done by Dr.
Jonathan Goldstein on motorcycle helmet use and injury, “there are a
number of variables involved but…. It is concluded that … past a critical
impact speed, helmets increase the severity of neck injuries.”

“ The weight of a helmet becomes a factor in the severity of neck injury caused by wearing a
helmet in an accident. The average helmet weighs four pounds. When traveling at a speed of 50
miles per hour, four pounds becomes 200 pounds upon impact due to the law of inertia. The
added weight of a helmet upon a head can increase the rate of impact; possibly causing more
damage to the person than if he was not wearing a helmet at all.” That being said, I’ll still take my
chances with a helmet, if I hit the ground at 50+ mph a neck injury will probably be my least
concern.

Other conclusions by Goldstein that we need to consider:
4: Helmet use has no statistically significant effect on the probability of a motorcycle accident.
(accidents can happen whether you wear a helmet or not!)
3: Education of the general public about their coexistence with motorcycles is imperative.
2: Rider education on issues of accident avoidance and proper use of overpowered machines.
1: The greatest contributor to motorcycle crashes: Blood Alcohol Level. If you’re going to drink
and ride, you’re going to get hurt, usually badly.



Living Better Electrically !!

Does cool weather slow your riding down? Personally I like hot, dry weather. Riding in 1000 F

in Colorado is just about perfect. Here in northwestern Ontario however we don’t get a whole
lot of hot riding weather, especially when we push our riding season into the spring and fall.

When riding the extremes of our season we see lots of days that only make it up to +5 to 100 C
(that’s about 40 to 500 F). That makes for cool riding. For the past few years I’ve been using grip
heaters for my cool-weather riding and must say they really do help. These days though, with
the quality of all the heated gear that is on the market, we’re starting to see riders using more
electric vests, electric jacket liners, electric gloves and electric pant liners.

I’ve never used any of these (yet) but apparently they can add some real comfort to those cool
days. So in the spirit of providing you with enough information to make you dangerous, here is
some info on electric riding gear.

Rheostat controls, like this one
from Widder, allow you to
simply dial up the temperature
that's most comfortable. If you
have just a switch, you may
end up turning it on and off to
bracket a comfy temperature.Vests are the traditional

electric garments of choice
because heating the torso
changes your entire body
temperature. When your
essential organs are cozy,
your body allows a
greater amount of
warming blood to reach
the extremities.

The market has expanded
beyond the vest, though. A lot of
people are switching to jacket
liners with heating elements in the
sleeves. Once you feel how much
nicer it is to have your whole
upper body heated, you're apt to
shun the sleeveless vest.

Aside from the simple fact that
electric gear makes a cold ride
more enjoyable, it also keeps you
safer. When a body is overly cold,
reflexes are slowed and physical
responses are jerky.

Some people turn up
their noses at electrically
heated clothing because
they feel it's wimpish.

Get over it. You can
still be a tough-guy
biker, just a warm tough-
guy biker.

Other items of note would be electric pant liners,
electric chaps, electric socks and electric gloves. And no
matter which piece or pieces you choose to ride with, do
invest in a temperature controller. This will allow you to
dial in your own comfort level rather than just relying on
a simple on/off switch.

Manufacturers of electric gear include Aerostitch,
Gerbing, Widder, Eclipse, etc., but whichever make you
choose, find the combination that suits you best and get
out in the cool weather for a warm ride!



Don’t forget to register for the
Provincial HOG rally!

Or, if you have some spare time
phone them up and volunteer to

help out with the event.

Come join the Retreads for Prime Rib
with the Prince!

Where: Prince Arthur Hotel
When: Saturday, April 16, 2011

Time: 7:30 pm
Price: $20.00 per person (tax included) (tip extra)

Please note that only 96 tickets will be sold on a first
come basis. Deadline for purchase is Wed. April 13th.

Tickets will be available from: Duncan, Joe, Barb,
& The Whole Nine Yards

Includes : Prime Rib Dinner buffet, desert, coffee, tea.



Burt Munro - a somewhat brief biography
of a remarkable man

The history of motorcycling is full of interesting and passionate
players, and there are few more interesting than H. J. “Burt” Munro.

After our screening of “The World’s Fastest Indian” a while back a
few people expressed interest in finding out a bit more about old
Burt. The movie, starring Anthony Hopkins, chronicles the life of Burt
Munro and his lifelong dream of running the Bonneville Salt Flats.

Burt was born in 1899 and raised on a farm outside Invercargill, New
Zealand. But life on the farm was just not going to work for Burt. He bought
his first motorcycle, a Douglas, at the age of 16 and then at the age of 20 he
bought his next bike, a Clyno with a sidecar.

It would seem that Burt was born racing, starting with his family's horse
when he was a kid, and he then started setting speed records with the Clyno
at the Fortrose circuit near Invercargill. But the Clyno wasn’t kept for too long
when he bought his famous Indian Scout (600cc) in 1920.

By this time being a motorcycle salesman and mechanic he began
modifying the bike in 1926. His methods, to say the least, were
unorthodox. He used an old spoke for a micrometer and cast parts in
old tins. He built his own four-cam design to replace the standard
two-cam system and converted to overhead valves. He built his own
barrels, flywheels, pistons, cams and lubrication system. He hand-
carved his connecting rods from a Caterpillar tractor axle, and built a
seventeen plate, thousand pound pressure clutch and used a triple
chain drive. He experimented with streamlining and, in its final form,
the bike was completely enclosed in a streamlined shell.

Burt worked on perfecting the Indian for about 50 years.
The Scout was originally capable of doing about 55 mph.
Burt raced the machine around New Zealand setting many
records and then in 1962 visited the Bonneville Salt Flats
for the first time and set a then world record of 178.971
mph with his engine out to 51 cubic inches (850cc). By 1967
the engine had been punched out to 58 cu.in. (950cc) and
he set a class record of 183.58 mph, and while qualifying
he made a one-way run of 190.07 mph, the fastest ever
officially recorded speed on an Indian.

His visits to the salt were not without incident though, Burt is
quoted as saying ”At the Salt in 1967 we were going like a bomb. Then she
got the wobbles just over half way through the run. To slow her down I sat
up. The wind tore my goggles off and the blast forced my eyeballs back into
my head - couldn’t see a thing. We were so far off the black line that we
missed a steel marker stake by inches. I put her down - a few scratches all
round but nothing much else”. At the time Burt was traveling at close to
206 mph!

The quote from the movie, which may or may not be Burt’s says it
all: You live more in five minutes on a bike like this going flat out
than some people live in a lifetime.


