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It would seem that even I don’t bother reading
the newsletter, I need to thank Renee for pointing
out that my email address has been wrong - for
TWO YEARS. It’s no wonder I never hear from
anyone. This should be correct now, so you have
no excuse for not contacting me now….

Anyway, on a happier subject:

Happy New Year everyone!

Lets hope you survived the holidays without
the loss of too many of the good brain cells.
Alcohol is just supposed to kill off the ‘bad’ brain
cells, thereby making us smarter! That’s the theory
that I’m working under anyway….

Did Santa bring you anything cool for
Christmas? More chrome for the bike? I think the
old guy must be getting forgetful because, once
again, he’s forgotten to bring my new Yamaha
Warrior! However, it looks like Yamaha has
brought out yet another “Bad Boy” bike for me to
dream about. I guess it’s time to find a Yamaha
Demo Day Ride!

Wait a minute, I did find a Demo Day – the 2011
Yamaha Star Rally is happening in Middleton
Wisconsin (near Madison) this July 19-22. I’m
planning on being there to get a test ride on this
new machine. I hope it lives up to it’s looks, if it
does then it could very well be on the short list for
my new bike. We’ll also be able to check this bike
out at the Minneapolis Bike Show in early
February….. I’ll see you there!

The all new 2011 Yamaha Stryker, a machine
designed to be ridden... and admired. Chopper
inspired styling, attention to detail and mechanical
function blend together in a stunning new mid
class "chopper". One ride and you will know we
got it right. The style, the performance and that
special attitude is intoxicating.

The all new 2011 Stryker by Star Motorcycles is
the coolest bike to roll off the assembly line since
the Yamaha Raider took the industry by storm.
With its raked out front end and "fists in the wind"
riding position, this bike is pure attitude. And with
fuel injection, a 1304cc V-Twin, and a beautiful
final belt drive, the 2011 Yamaha Stryker churns
out plenty of low-end torque that gets to the
ground in a very satisfying way.

It's time for an attitude adjustment!

The looks are guaranteed to turn heads while the
engine performance and sound will keep you
grinning all day. But there is more. It is hard to put
into words but one ride and you will discover its
unique "bad boy" attitude.

2011 Yamaha
Stryker



Welcome to 2011 …. We’re all looking forward to yet
another great year of riding!

January 7, 8, 9, 2011 - International Motorcycle Supershow, Toronto, Ontario

Feb 4, 5, 6, 2011 - Cycle World International Motorcycle Show, Minneapolis Minnesota
Feb 19, 2011 - Biker Bingo Bowling at Galaxy Lanes, Thunder Bay, Ontario

March ???, 2011 - Biker Movie Night at the Paramount – Everyone Welcome!
March 26 - 27 - 24th Annual Donnie Smith‘s Custom Bike Show, St. Paul, Minnesota

April 1 – 3, 2011 - Overland Expo2010, Amado, Arizona (www.ovexpo.com)

May 6, 2011 - International Female Ride Day
May 7, 2011 - Early Registration for Ride For Dad, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 7, 2011 - Terry Coombes Annual Memorial ICE BREAKER RUN, Terry Fox Lookout, Thunder Bay
May ???, 2011 - ?? Retreads Prime Rib Dinner, Prince Arthur Hotel, Thunder Bay – All Welcome
May 8, 2011 - Ladies of Harley Mothers Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
May 13, 2011 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
May 13, 2011 - “Be a Better Rider” Seminar, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 15, 2011 - Blessing of the Bikes, Ladies of Harley, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson

June 15, 2011 - Harley-Davidson Demo Rides, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
June 18, 2011 - 11th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay
June 19, 2011 - Ladies of Harley Father's Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June ??? 2011 - North Western Ontario RIDE FOR SIGHT, - Location to be announced -

July 1 – 3, 2011 - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
July 6 – 9, 2011 - Wing Ding 33, Knoxville, Tennessee
July 6, 2011 - Women’s Only Garage Party, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
July 19 – 21 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Peterborough, Ontario
July 16, 2011 - Thunder Bay Harley's 31st Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run
July 19 – 22 - Yamaha Star Rally, Middleton (near Madison), Wisconsin
July 28 – 30 - 23rd Annual Ontario Provincial HOG Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Aug 6, 2011 - 12th Annual 100,000 Foot Colorado Pass Ride, Denver Colorado
Aug 13, 2011 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 20, 2011 - Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson

Sept 12 - 15 - Retreads International Rally, Gorham, New Hampshire
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Rides and Rallies

These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.
If you see any obvious mistakes in here

please let me know right away!



Local Motorcycle Clubs
of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay Chapter Rep:
Joe McEachern

Website:
www.onwretreads.ca/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Mid America Motorcycle Association
Website:

www.mamathunderbay .com

Local clubs and members

thereof are
welcome to

submit

materia
l for this Club News

page. Otherw
ise all you get is

what I come up with
.

Well, now there is a web site that will answer
that question for you.

Motorcycles are manufactured to a one-size-
fits-all. But as we all know, that is rarely the
case, unless your body is exactly that of the
average "Joe" (or "Jane"). Obviously some
motorcycles are meant for a specific category of
riders, like the BMW GS dual-purpose bike is
really meant for reasonably tall people.

But even then, you can be very
uncomfortable on a motorcycle. So it's clear,
that not every motorcycle is meant for you.
Your size and other measurements will dictate
which bike you should ride.

And now that we’re in our high-tech
computerized world there is a website that
takes a lot of the guess work out of seeing how
you’re going to fit on that new touring bike.

Cycle-Ergo.com is a nifty website that
allows you to enter some specific
measurements about yourself (height, inseam,
arm straightness, etc). Then go and pick out the
motorcycle you are interested in, and the site
draws out a picture with you sitting on that
bike, showing you your position, knee bend
angle and forward lean angle. You'll now see
how you fit on the bike. How cool is that?

Check out the web site and see how you’re
going to fit on that new Ducati Monster! Come
to think about it, maybe they should add waist
size to their diagrams… or not!

Is that new bike you’re dreaming about going to fit you?

Triumph ThunderbirdDucati Monster

Above is their rendition of my measurements and how I
would fit on a Honda Fury, below is the same bike but
with my feet on the ground. (Yeah, okay, I may be a
little bigger around the middle than that, but you get the
picture…)



Looking for a ride destination and
interested in visiting another

motorcycle museum?

Bruno G. of Ryders Roost forwarded an e-mail a
while back about this museum. Apparently it is
pretty awesome.

The museum is dedicated to the presentation,
interpretation, exhibition and history of
motorcycles, vintage vehicles and motorsports.

It is home to one of the world’s best motorcycle
collections, the museum now has over 1200 vintage
and modern motorcycles and race cars and the
largest collection of Lotus cars as well as other
significant makes. The collection is the largest of its
kind in the world. There are approximately 600 of
the 1200 motorcycles on display at any given time.
These bikes range from 1902 to current-year
production. Bikes from 20 countries represent 200
different manufacturers. The common street bike is
represented, as well as rare one-off Gran Prix race
machinery.

The Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum is
located at the 740 acre Barber Motorsports Park, in
Birmingham Alabama, that includes a world class
2.38 mile racetrack.

Birmingham, Alabama native George Barber
modified, raced and maintained Porsches in the
1960's (63 first-place wins). He started collecting
and restoring classic sports cars in 1989, but his
interest soon turned to motorcycles.

Barber recognized that there was not a museum
which reflected the history of motorcycles from a
global perspective. He wanted to preserve
motorcycle history in the United States in a way
that represents an international aspect and to
supply an example of motorcycles that until then
could only have been seen in books and
magazines. This was the theme used in the mission
and development of the Barber collection.

This could be worth a ride to Alabama!

Places to Go &Things to See



The world's first heated grip
manufacturer.

In 1976 Jim Hollander, the owner
and president of Hot Grips® Mfg.,
Inc. started work on inventing the
first heated grip. He went to school,
to attain a Mechanical Engineering
degree and by 1981 he had
developed a production heated grip
by turning a homework assignment
in class into a design that would
stand up to the rigors of the
International Six Days Trial. The
reputation of Hot Grips® is
legendary after 28 years in
production.

Check out their web site at:
www.hotgrips.com

Need to keep your hands warm on those cool riding days?
Some people are sick of hearing me rave about my Grip Heaters, but they really do work. Here in

northwestern Ontario we tend to push our riding season into the early Spring and late Fall, so we
get our fair share of “cool” riding days. To keep from freezing our fingers off, many of us use some
type of Grip Heater.

They come in many different forms, some are factory installed, others are in-bar heaters, some
are a Mylar tape-style that glues to the handlebar under your grips, others are a Velcro type that go
over your grips, and then there are actual replacement grips with built-in heat elements.

Which one is right for you? That’s for you to figure out. The Velcro type are a snap to put on and
take off, others will install permanently either under your present grips or actually replacing your
present grips. It just depends on what you want the finished product to look like. As far as
powering them, they all run on 12 volts and some just have an on/off switch while others have
either a high/med/low switch or an actual rheostat that will let you adjust the temperature.

But trust me, if you ever have a problem with cold hands while riding you would only have to
use heated grips once to be hooked on them.

Symtec Grip Heaters
A flexible, adhesive, wrap-around
heating element with printed-
circuit-type elements that fit
between the handlebar and grip,
keeping your digits from turning
into frozen turkey feet of limited
utility during cold weather rides.
We all remember what that
phenomenon feels like, right?
Comes with two elements, wiring,
resistor, and an on/off, hi/lo
switch. Super, almost unbelievably
effective, and a great comfort as
well as a safety enhancer. For 12V
systems. Draws: low (2 amps/28
watts), high (3 amps/40 watts).

Aerostitch Warm Wraps
These thin, electrically heated grip pads are made of heat and moisture
resistant material and securely wrap over your grips with hook & loop. Enjoy
riding with warm hands on even the coldest days, without having to install
replacement electric grips. Current draw is only 1.6 amps and they pack away
easily when not needed. Heated grip pads let you wear lighter gloves for
greater control feel on cold days. You can leave them on all winter if you want
to. Standard (36" wide handlebars), Long (44" wide handlebars). 22 watts.

Show Chrome Grip Heaters
These heated grips are CNC

machined, cast aluminum with
a brilliant chrome finish for a
great look and durability.
Chrome Heated Comfort Grips
are ergonomically designed
and have symmetrical vibration
damping rubber inserts with a
convex profile to fit the palm of
your hand for unsurpassed
comfort while riding.

The variable position rheostat
switch gives the rider ultimate
control over the degree of
warmth produced.
The control switch for cruisers
easily installs on any 1”
handlebar in a convenient
position of the rider's choice.



Who’s In Your Helmet?

If anyone out there actually reads my newsletters you’ll know
that I love to pass along (read: plagiarize) or “borrow” interesting,
to me at least, stuff that I come across. I read several different
biker magazines on and off and always find something that I
think others might like to read.

In a recent issue of Motorcycle Mojo magazine Stu Seaton had
some interesting thoughts to pass along about full-face helmets.
Catching up with him in mid-article he says that he has always
found that the best place to have a conversation with himself is
inside a full-face helmet, as among other things the acoustics are
just dandy. Actually sorting out stuff while he rides and enjoying
road-trip “helmet ponders” are one of the big reasons to ride. It
took Stu a while to figure that gem out, and it wasn’t until he
finally purchased a full-face helmet that he was able to enjoy the
extensive benefits of talking, ruminating, singing, figuring,
organizing and pondering the world around him. Not to knock
any other helmets out there, but anything less than a full-face
helmet doesn’t really work as well with any of the above, for a
few good reasons:

Reason number one – in a full-face, cage pilots can’t see you
talking to yourself.

Score one for privacy!

Reason number two – bugs. Three-quarter helmets and beanies
do not stop bugs from entering one’s mid-sentence mouth, and
aside from that buttery little number that he picked up last
summer, they generally taste like crap.

Reason number three – weather protection. You can carry on a
full conversation with yourself regardless of what’s happening
outside, and you know that’s definitely not the case with any
open-face helmet.

So, the next time you’re due for a lid replacement, give a full-
face helmet some thought. Not only do they offer superb cranial
and facial protection, they’re a “think pod” that inspires you to
ponder life and keeps your confidences between you and, well,
you!



Bike-to-Bike Communication by Grant W. Wood

Many local bike groups are using bike-to-bike
communication systems so riders can chat with each other
and the Ride Captain. It is even more important for the Ride
Captain to be in communication with the Sweep so they do
not constantly have to check behind them to see if anyone has
been separated from the group.

Many systems are in use and CB’s tend to be the best
system but a bike mounted CB system can be an expensive
add-on. Also, with CB’s, bikers can chat with truckers and
others who have a CB system in their vehicle. If your
motorcycle came equipped with a factory CB all you need to
add is a headset and mike but if you have a hand-held CB
there were no easily available systems that incorporated a
push-to-talk button on the handlebars. Now, the IMC
communication sets sold by Whitehorse Gear can be hooked
up to a portable CB.

Many people have gone with the Scala Rider
communication system but it is fairly costly for each person to
equip themselves with that equipment. I must admit the Scala
system allows the integration of your MP3 player and cell
phone but those connections aren’t necessary for bike-to-bike
communication.

The “cheap” method of communicating is using your
GMRS/FRS (walkie-talkie) communicators. Even a set that has
a 35km range costs less than $100 and you get two handsets
and a charging base. Almost everyone already owns a
GMRS/FRS handset. I managed to pick up a second Motorola
set this summer for $10 at a garage sale.

To integrate the system onto the bike, purchase an IMC
Helmet Audio & Communications kit from Whitehorse Gear
that includes a headset, microphone, a push-to-talk button,
and a connecting cable to your particular GMRS/FRS. Be
aware that Motorola has wired their earphone/mike port in
reverse to all other equipment, thus you will have to order
the correct adaptor cable for your particular GMRS/FRS. Be
sure to tell the Whitehorse people exactly which GMRS/FRS
you have and they will supply the correct cable.

A HS110 set for full-face helmets runs $64USD and the
most expensive is a HS140 set for a half-helmet at $75USD.
The HS140 set includes a set of headphones you wear below
your helmet and the microphone is attached to the
mount that holds the headphones.

Whitehorse Gear is located in Center Conway, N.H.
They have 24 hour online ordering at
WWW.WhitehorseGear.com or you can call them at
603-356-6556. E-mail their Customer Service at
CustomerService@WhitehorseGear.com . To get a free
catalogue mailed to you call them at 603-356-6633.

The article to the left by Grant Wood appeared
in a recent edition of The Eastern Tread, The
Ontario East Retreads Newsletter.

I’m not sure just how prevalent the use of bike-
to-bike communication devices is, as almost no
one here in Thunder Bay seems to use them. I
guess we don’t like talking to each other that
much while riding. However, I’m thinking more
and more that something like this would be a
good thing to have on road trips, especially since
Joe and Duncan seem to keep getting lost all the
time.

I’m thinking of picking up one of the modular
helmet systems to try it out since I have a set of
45km Cobra walkie-talkies sitting around doing
nothing. These systems apparently just plug and
play, or listen as the case may be. Anyone else
want to get a set? Then we can CHAT!

The HS110 Full-face helmet
system. A modular helmet
system (the HS130) would
have a boom microphone.

A typical adaptor cable, this one
is for a Cobra walkie-talkie.


