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Have you made up your Christmas Wish List
yet?

If not then here are a few items that you might
want to check out:

1 – How about a 2297cc Triumph Rocket III
Roadster. Have you seen that thing? It’s a beast!

2 – Maybe a 110 ci Screamin’
Eagle Twin Cam CVO Street
Glide? Tons of power!

3 – Or maybe you like the
looks of the 1854cc Stratoliner
Deluxe?

4 – Perhaps your tastes
run to something a little
bit faster? You might want
to check out the Triumph
Daytona 675 Triple.

Triumph
Rocket III

Santa is a Woman?

There seems to some evidence to support this
theory….for starters, the vast majority of men don’t even
think about selecting gifts until Christmas Eve. Once at
the mall, they always seem surprised to find only Ronco
products, socket wrench sets, and mood rings left on the
shelves. If Santa were a man, everyone in the universe
would wake up Christmas morning to find a rotating
musical Chia Pet under the tree, still in the shopping bag.

Another problem for a he-man Santa would be getting
there. First of all, there would be no reindeer because they
would all be dead, gutted and strapped on to the rear
bumper of the sleigh amid wide-eyed desperate claims that
buck season had been extended.

Even if the male Santa DID still have reindeer, he’d also
have the transportation problems because he would
inevitably get lost up there in the snow and clouds and
then refuse to stop and ask for directions.

A few more reasons why Santa can’t possibly be a man:
-Men can’t pack a bag.
- Men would rather be dead than caught wearing red
velvet.
- Men would feel their masculinity is threatened having to
be seen with all those elves.
- Men don’t answer their mail.
- Men would refuse to allow their physique to be described,
even in jest, as anything remotely resembling a “bowl full
of jelly”.
- And lastly: being responsible for Christmas would require
a commitment!



These Dates and Locations are subject
to change so please check the event web

sites for any last minute changes.

Rides, RALLIES and EVENTs
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Joe has been after me for a couple of years
now to come up with a new t-shirt design for our
local chapter.

Unfortunately, my taste in
fashion doesn’t often jive with
anyone else’s.

So, if you have a favourite
design or slogan for the back of
a t-shirt send it in and we may
choose it for our new shirts.

Dec 11, 2010 - Merry Motorcycle Christmas Party Dinner and Dance @ Prince Arthur Hotel
Dec 24, 2010 - Thunder Bay Harley’s Christmas Eve Party – at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson

January 7, 8, 9, 2011 - International Motorcycle Supershow, Toronto, Ontario

Feb 4, 5, 6, 2011 - Cycle World International Motorcycle Show, Minneapolis Minnesota
Feb 7, 2011 - Robert’s dentist appointment
Feb 19, 2011 - Biker Bingo Bowling at Galaxy Lanes, Thunder Bay, Ontario

March 4 – 13 - Daytona Bike Week, Daytona Beach, Florida
March ??, 2011 - Biker Movie Night at the Paramount – Everyone Welcome!
March 26 - 27 - 24th Annual Donnie Smith‘s Custom Bike Show, St. Paul, Minnesota
Mar 30 – Apr 3 - Arizona Bike Week, Scottsdale, Arizona

April 1 – 3, 2011 - Overland Expo2011, Amado, Arizona (www.ovexpo.com)
Apr 27 – May 1 - Laughlin River Run, Laughlin, Nevada
Apr 27 – May 1 - Hawgs of Texas Rally, Somerville, Texas

May 27 – 30 - 28th Annual Gulfport Blowout, Gulfport, Mississippi

June 6 – 11 - Americade, Lake George, New York
June 16 – 19 - June Bug Boogie, Cookeville, Tennessee

July 19 - 22 - Star Days 2011, Middleton (near Madison), Wisconsin
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thereof are
welcome to

submit

material for this Club News

page. Otherwise all you get is

what I come up with.

I got an interesting e-mail a while
back from Leon Alter in the Dominican
Republic.

It would appear that he has opened a
motorcycle tour company in the
Dominican Republic and they are
inviting riders to take advantage of their
introductory low prices for this up-
coming winter season.

As he says in his e-mail: We are a
group of bikers here who love to ride and
would love to show you around this great
country. You can visit our website at
www.ontheroadrd.com and just click on the
language of your choice. Do not hesitate to
email me with any questions.

Have a great day,

Leon Alter

Looking for a Winter Biker Vacation Destination?
How about the Dominican Republic?

THEIR CONCEPT:

A group of bikers, with aid, ride together to
discover a Latino country.

To discover a country, it is one thing to walk the
beaches of fine sand, we will see these beaches of

course, these are vacations, but especially we
want you to see the true country, the country of
the Dominican with its omnipresent music, its

permanent good mood and its small restaurants
with three dollar meals.

Why by motorcycle? Hey well, it is a country built
for the motorcycle: the roads have improved

these last two years, but they still remain full of
surprises.

The average temperature during your journey
will be of 28 degrees and sometimes it will be

cooler. In the mountains we can freeze as it
reaches under the 22 degrees Celsius, hahaha.

We propose different types of clothing for our one
week tour.

For those in love with nature, let us be eco
tourists.

For those that prefer the beaches, we will bring
you to the beaches, but, the secret beaches.
Come out of the megahotels, the Dominican

Republic can be a paradise for a tourist.
The Dominican in reality has it all; we will bring

you the other side of the coin.



88th Annual Race to the
Clouds – Colorado Springs,

Colorado

The road from the Pikes Peak tollhouse is narrow
and steep as it snakes its way up along the edge of
the rocky canyon, before plunging into forests of
aspen and pine. At 7,500 feet, the tollhouse is
already high but you’ve got another 1,900 feet to
climb before you even reach the starting line for this
race. The finish line is another 4,720 feet higher. This
is the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb (PPIHC).

The 88th Annual Race to the Clouds was held this
year on Sunday, June 27, with more than 150
competitors in 17 divisions, plus two exhibition
divisions. The 9 motorcycle divisions, with 87
starters, included, in running order:

Sidecar
Vintage Motorcycles
450 Quad
250 Motorcycle
450 Motorcycle
500 Quad
450 Supermoto
750 Motorcycle
1200 Motorcycle

Race day dawned very early for the competitors,
as it always does here. With the action to begin at 9
a.m., it is necessary to be on the mountain in the pits
before sun-up. Then, for the bikes, it was a waiting
game, as the four-wheeled competitors took their
runs first.

Shortly before 9, PPIHC Chairman Bob Gillis laid
out his plans for the assembled drivers. Gorgeous as
the weather was at that moment, there were storm
clouds pushing in, and if possible, he wanted to
have all the cars off by noon, all the bikes off by 1
p.m., and everyone back down by 2 p.m. It was not
to be.

As racing started, Pikes Peak, the day’s objective,
towered in the blue sky in the distance above the
starting line banner. As the morning progressed,
however, and cars ran off the road causing delays,
that blue sky began to turn purple and clouds
massed in the distance. Those waiting in the
motorcycle pits were glad to be later on the
program, because no racer can come down from the
top until all the racers reach the top. “I don’t want
to be on top, waiting in wet leathers,” was a
comment heard more than once.



Places to Go &Things to See

Roswell, New Mexico
Roswell is most popularly known for having its

name attached to what is now called the 1947
Roswell UFO incident, even though the crash site
of the alleged UFO was some 75 miles from
Roswell.

The investigation, debris recovery, alien corpses,
and cover-up was handled by the local Roswell
Army Air Field.

The case was almost forgotten and almost
completely ignored, even by UFO researchers, for
more than 30 years. Then, in 1978, physicist and
ufologist Stanton T. Friedman interviewed Major
Jesse Marcel who was involved with the original
recovery of the debris in 1947. Major Marcel
expressed his belief that the military had covered
up the recovery of an alien spacecraft. His story
spread through UFO circles. The rest, as they say,
is history!



Typical hydraulic caliper.

Hydraulic Brakes & Clutch

Somehow my bike has turned into a high-miler over
the years. I’m not sure how this has happened, maybe I
just ride it too much….

Anyhow, with the amount of use that it gets I’ve
started having to look at doing more than just routine
maintenance on the bike. Changing the oil and filter
every 5000 km should keep the engine running strong
for years, I clean the air filters and sync the carburetors
twice a season to keep the gas mileage at an optimum,
and a new set of spark plugs every couple of years
doesn’t hurt either.

Some of the things that I have had to fix on the bike
over the years include (besides the odd busted cable
here and there) the time that I was having a hard time
starting the bike. I’d turn the key on, hit the starter
button and sometimes it would start and sometimes

it wouldn’t. I thought about where to start looking for the problem, was it the battery, was
it the starter, and I decided to start at the starter button. So I pulled the housing apart on
the handlebar that houses the throttle cables and starter button and found that the bottom
of the housing was full of dead bugs that were getting into the contacts for the starter
button… who would have guessed. I cleaned out the dead bugs and it was good as new.

Other things that have been fixed: the right-side engine casing gasket one year, the left-
side engine casing gasket the next year, I had the whole front end rebuilt this year (wheel
bearings and seals, triple tree bearings and seals, new oil and seals for the front shocks)
because I was starting to get a wobble in the front end while riding.

But to get on with my story, the next item on my list to look at are the brakes. I’ve
replaced the brake pads several times but now I want to rebuild the actual calipers.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out hydraulic disc brakes. They work very well
and are quite reliable, but are often neglected. No one thinks about them until they don't
work, then they think about them a lot! What happen is you go out to ride in the spring,
pull the lever to stop and the brakes don't work, lock up, drag, or feel spongy.

Other times the brakes worked OK, then you put a
new set of pads on and the pistons won't go back in
the caliper. Other times they do, but then drag when
the brakes are applied. The cause is poor or no
maintenance.

So anyway, I’ve decided to tackle this myself either
this fall or next spring. We’ll see if I survive past the
first intersection after I’m done. I’ll let you know how
it all worked out.

RW



I’m sure all of you are wondering if I had a good time
at the Ian Anderson concert….. Well, it was amazing!
Everyone attending the performance was in Heaven.

Full of sardonic British wit, Ian Anderson joked with
the audience throughout the evening and showed
everyone that even at 63 years young he is still at the
top of his game.

Anderson divided his show into two sets for the
evening. The first half of the show was dominated by
some new material that has never been released, while
the second half of the show covered more of his
heavier, more electric (and eclectic) material. Much of it
from albums in the early 70’s.

One of the great things about the concert is that they
didn’t just pull songs from the early albums and play
them, this performance featured new renditions of
well-known songs that really brought them to life.

They also played one of my all-time Tull favourites –
Bourée – (a tune composed by J.S. Bach in 1891) with a
new introduction that was just fabulous.

All-in-all --- It Was a Great Show!

Diablo Motorcycle Co.
I received an e-mail the other day

from a guy named Robert Paul Whaley
(no relation) down in Milton Ontario. It
seems that Paul and his wife run a
custom motorcycle shop there and they
offer complete custom built Ultima
Show Bike kits as well as rolling chassis
and replica bike kits to let you get as
creative as your imagination will take
you. They also specialize in custom
painting to help you complete your
dream bike.

As Paul says his bike shop “is a result
of a hobby that got out of control”.
You’ll be able to meet Paul and his wife
when they come to Thunder Bay next
summer for the HOG rally.

’85 Softail

Check out their web site at: www.diablocycle.ca



"Retreads Corner"

It would seem that I finally struck a cord in a couple of guys with my latest rant about the
use of cell phones by drivers and drinking and driving. My rant was prompted by a recent
article by Robert Smith that was in the December 2010 issue of Canadian Biker magazine
(see below).

I got a couple of good replies back, (actually I only got about three replies back) .
Jeff wrote:

More On Cell Phones

Hi Robert
I appreciate what your saying but I am wondering if they are brainwashing us slowly into accepting full slavery.

You know they have taken enough of our freedoms already . I’m against any more of this crap . To have total safety maybe we should have
everyone stay in their home and the govt deliver everything to us.

I mean living life is a risk that I am willing to take and I’m getting fed up with more big brother .
Most people can drive fairly well drinking a pop and talking to their passengers. These people who get into accidents using a cell phone probably
can’t walk and chew gum at the same time.
I think we have to take a step back and say whoa.

Emir had a couple of good points as well. He points out that CAA was aware of the situation and was stating the point that
hands-free is just as dangerous as hand-held use of cell phones and that politicians were well aware of it. He believes that it is more
about industry lobby rather than public safety that drives these decisions.

Yo Robert
Greetings from Ottawa
We live in a big brother world. All day long a government
notice says " just a few" is a big caution. Snow tires is
another one. It doesn't tell you that the softer compounds
wear out much faster when 90% of your winter driving is
on pavement. The notices never say to learn winter
driving. You are supposed to purchase your way to safety
so the government can reap the tax money. We worry
about Radon Gas seeping into our basement from the
adjacent ground. . Our furnace is going to give us carbon
monoxide gas if it's a year over the designers stingy life
span etc. etc.
Many people talk their face off to passengers while they

are driving. Some have to look directly at the people in the
passenger seat and not at the road. There is absolutely
no law to deal with that and absolutely no way to monitor
it. When people leave a MacDonald's and Tim Horton's
they are shuffling their trays of coffee while driving as well
as eating the doughnuts and assorted junk which is just as
dangerous as talking on a cell phone and no one has done a
study on it. Look at the massive convoy's of vehicles lined
up at all theses places. We live our lives drowning in
Government and Insurance Company sculpted and
massaged information.

Hey thanks for giving me a rant button. I have to vent
'cause I'm allergic to bullshit. You can put this in our
bulletin. Have a happy !!
Dick

He could very well be right. Richard S. sent me a rant of his
own on our loss of personal freedom:

So it’s not going to be an easy issue to resolve,
however I tend to ride about 20,000 or 25,000 km each
summer and I get tired of seeing all of the stupid
stunts pulled by drivers. And when you hear about
accidents caused by distracted or impaired drivers,
such as the one in Phoenix this past spring where a
distracted truck driver plowed into the rear of eight
motorcycles – killing three of them, it makes me think
that I would like to see better trained and less
distracted drivers on our streets and highways.

Using a cell phone while driving may be one
personal freedom that I would be willing to give up if
it’s going to keep me from getting killed on the
highway.



There are cruisers, and then
there are CRUISERS!

I’m going to be in the market in the next
couple of years for a new bike. Being a
cruiser type of guy and wanting to keep
my options open, it’s only natural that I’d
want to look at everything that is
available on the market.

Apparently Ducati is once again
attempting to step into the popular
European and North American cruiser
market. Their latest offering is the 2011
Diavel (meaning Devil). This is the cruiser
that you need if you want to get there in a
hurry! This thing is sporting the 1198cc
Testastretta, L-twin, weighs in at 463
pounds, has a 6-speed tranny, chain final
drive, and has a claimed 162 hp and 94 ft-
lb of torque.

This is definitely not Grandpa’s
Barcalounger Cruiser…

No word yet on the price of this beast
but I’m guessing it will take the whole
piggy bank.

While we’re on the subject of new
bikes, it seems that Triumph has a new
Tiger 800 and 800XC ready to hit the
market. Both the street version, as well
as the off-roader variant are powered by
a 799cc three-cylinder engine and feature
a key-coded immobilizer, as well as a
switchable ABS braking system.

According to Triumph the 800XC is:
“Tough. Rugged. Built to last. Loves the
open road, devours the rough stuff. The one
bike that can do it all, Tiger 800 XC sets new
standards in the adventure bike sector”.

Some aficionado's might disagree
though, as the bike weighs in at 462
pounds, is only pushing 94 hp with 58 ft-
lb of torque.



Hoover Dam Bypass Now Open!
The Federal Highway Administration,

in conjunction with the Arizona
Department of Transportation (ADOT)

and the Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT), officially

opened the new segment of US 93,
formally known as the Hoover Dam

Bypass. Traffic began flowing on
Tuesday night, October 19, 2010.

It might be time to plan a
ride there…

Under Construction Completed Bridge


