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A Retread is riding along a country lane,
when a sparrow flies up in front of him.

The biker can't do anything and hits the
sparrow. As he looks in his rear view
mirror, he sees the sparrow lying in the
road.

Being the kind of guy he is, he stops,
picks up the sparrow and takes it home and
puts it in a cage, still in a coma.

When the sparrow wakes up the
following morning, he looks through the
bars of the cage and says, "Shit, I must have
killed that old Retread".

Hey All,
If anyone is looking for me this month you’ll

find me down in North Carolina hanging around
with a bunch of old Retreads. I’m looking forward
to seeing that part of the country as I’ve never
been down that way before. Joe and I were in
West Virginia a few years ago but that’s as far as
we got.

I’m really looking forward to seeing the Smokey
Mountains, the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Tail of
the Dragon, Cape Fear, Myrtle Beach, and all of
the other great sights there. Unfortunately the Tail
of the Dragon may be closed due to a landslide,
but I’m sure we’ll find lots of other roads to ride!

I’m not sure how many of our Retreads are heading down that way from Thunder Bay, but I’m
sure there’ll be a few of us. We’ll try and keep Duncan on two wheels and avoid the last adventure
he had down that way. I don’t know if Leo and I will be able to find a long, straight, flat piece of
highway to test our bikes out on like the one we found in Idaho last year, but you never know.

Hickory

With any luck we’ll get to see a few sites like
these. Minus any rain or snow of course…
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These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.

June 11, 2010 - Ride in Red, a ride to support military personnel and their families, Campbell’s Bay, QC
June 13, 2010 - Commemorative Ride for those we’ve lost, Thunder Bay, Ontario
June 14 – 17 - Retreads International Rally, Smokey Mountain Express, Hickory, North Carolina
June 16, 2010 - Harley-Davidson Demo Rides, 12 noon Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
June 19, 2010 - 10th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, 8:30am @ The Keg, Thunder Bay
June 20, 2010 - Ladies of Harley Father's Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 21, 2010 - 19th Annual Ride to Work Day….. Get the bike out and RIDE!
June 25 – 27 - Northwestern Ontario RIDE FOR SIGHT, Sioux Lookout, Ontario – confirmed!
June 26 – 27 - J&P Cycle Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
June 25 – 27 - Minnesota State HOG Rally, traveling rally ??? Check their web site.
June 26, 2010 - 1st Annual “Cruising for Vision” hosted by Winnipeg's Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers Club
June 30 – July 4 – 2010 Wing Ding 32, Des Moines, Iowa

July 2nd – 4th - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion
July 10, 2010 - “Just Another Road Trip” memorial ride for those we’ve lost, Bowmanville, Ontario
July 13 – 15 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 16 – 20 - Teresa’s Lake Superior Circle Tour ride, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 17, 2010 - Thunder Bay Harley's 30th Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run

Aug 7th, 2010 - 11th Annual 100,000 Foot Ride, Denver, Colorado
Aug 13, 2010 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Aug 14, 2010 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 21, 2010 - Motors and Muscles, at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Sept 11, 2010 - Observation Ride & CORN ROAST/BBQ , at Mike Foreman’s Estate
Sept 10 – 26 - Motorcycle Cannonball Coast to Coast Vintage Motorcycle Race
Sept 18, 2010 - Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario

October 22 - Harley Owner Group Bike-Tober Fest Steak Dinner @ the P.A. Prosvita Hall

Nov 6, 2010 - Thunder Bay HOG Chapter’s 20th Birthday Party @ the Victoria Inn-Chicago Joe’s

Dec 4, 2010 - Merry Motorcycle Christmas Party Dinner and Dance @ Prince Arthur Hotel

Okay, tell us the truth…. Who looks
better in tights and a cape???
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How Old Are Your Tires?
I’ve mentioned this before, but it never hurts to go over

some of the basics.
Do you know when your tires were born? If you’re not

riding 10,000 or 20,000 or 30,000 km each year, and
thereby replacing your tires every year or two, then you
should check the age of your tires. It’s easy to do, I was
out just the other day having a look at mine.

It seems that my back tire has developed a few cracks
around one side of the tire just above the bead. I’m not
too worried about it as I already have 16,000 km on the
tire and will be replacing it before the trip to North
Carolina this month. But that doesn’t mean that I won’t
be keeping a close eye on it.

But getting back to your tires’ age, you can find all of
this information stamped into the sidewall. Each
manufacturer has a different way of stamping it but it
should look something like this:

Incidentally, prior to the year 2000 there were only
three digits: for example 178, which would indicate that
the tire was manufactured in the 17th week of the 8th

decade, and I would only hope that we would be talking
the 1990’s.

So, check your tires and if they are more than five years
old you should really be thinking about replacing them.

Don’t forget to get in touch with Teresa if you’re interested
in doing a Circle Tour around Lake Superior this summer.
Here are some of the details that she has in place so far: This
ride would start on the Friday following our Provincial
Retreads Rally here in Thunder Bay.

July 16th -- Meet at Tim's on Oliver Road at 7 am. Tour will
then be travelling East with the first nights stay at Sault Ste
Marie.

Return to Thunder Bay will be around July 20th, or later
depending on rest & tourist stops, etc.

** Please note that the group plans on taking their time with
frequent stops to take in the scenery etc so therefore this loose
agenda may necessitate changes in destination points.

For more information please contact:
Teresa Miller @ 807- 343 - 0558

Lake Superior Circle Tour?

Come and join the Ontario
NorthWest Retreads Chapter in

Thunder Bay for the
2010 Ontario Provincial Rally

July 13, 14 & 15
http://members.shaw.ca/gl1800a/index.htm



"Retreads Corner"

Duncan and
Susan
having
coffee…

Do you have a
‘Manly’ bike?

Does it like to hit
the bars and stay

out all night?

If so then you might want to pick up a few of these Bike
Condoms to keep in the saddlebags.

A guy in Chicago is running a small bike cover business
that provides a variety of motorcycle covers to keep your
bike safe, dry, and clean. For $6.00 each the original
BikeCondom provides pocket-sized protection for your
motorcycle. The single-size BikeCondom is designed to
work on all bikes, but the fit will vary based on your
motorcycle's size and fairings. Comes in a recloseable
package, so a BikeCondom can be reused multiple times if
desired. Or you can use it once and throw it away.

May 8th Ice Breaker Run



We want to say thanks to Johnny T. and Lise Charron for putting together and
presenting their seminar on how to “Be a Better Rider”. John hosted and presented
the seminar on three different nights and over 60 members from both the Harley
Owners Group and the Retreads attended.

Discussion centered mostly around group riding and how to make it safer for all
riders. Topics discussed included lane positioning on two-lane and multi-lane roads,
spacing between bikes in group rides, proper passing procedures for groups, hand
signals, pointers on checking your bike before riding, and pointers on how to just be
a safer and better all-around rider.

As an upshot of these seminars, meetings that the Harley Owners Group have
held and a meeting of the directors of the Retreads, both clubs are making changes
to to help make our group rides safer and more enjoyable for all members.

For the Retreads: our club will try to keep groups to a maximum of 10 bikes. We
will also ensure there is at least a leader for each group and, when available, a tail
rider. The leader must possess the extra skills required for that position and is
usually a veteran rider. All Retreads group rides must be no faster than the posted
speed limit! A pre-ride chat will let all riders know the route and destination prior
to the ride. If a rider is not comfortable riding in a group then ask where the
destination is and make your own way there, at your own pace.

Due to safety concerns, our Retreads motorcycle club is going to try a new Tim
Horton's to meet at. We will be meeting on Wednesday nights at the Tim Horton’s
off Balmoral next to Montana’s starting JUNE 2nd. This is a temporary measure or
trial that may last the rest of this riding season. The Oliver Road location will be re-
evaluated after all construction is complete in that area.

Our informal meets on Saturday mornings for coffee and a chat will still be at Tim
Horton’s on Oliver Road. These get-to-gathers are to share a bit of BS and/or plan
impromptu rides for that day or weekend for members that want to join in on a ride.
These are not scheduled “Retreads” rides but just members who want some
company on a ride they may be doing.

More Local News !



1. Always check your tire pressure before a run on the Dragon. It will never be as important as here.

2. Wear FULL protective gear: a suit with armour, helmet, gloves (with Kevlar), boots, etc.. . if you don't and you go down.. you will regret it..
potentially forever.

3. Stay in YOUR lane - and there are a few good reasons... some obvious.. some not. (1). Yes, you might shave a hair off your time by "cross-laning",
but keep this in mind... Riding the Dragon fast takes 100% concentration. If you are drifting across lanes and there happens to be another rider
coming the opposite direction, as soon as he sees you in HIS lane.. he may lose HIS concentration and perhaps go down or take you down. His life is
not worth your 1 second of shaved time. (2) you may take out somebody else, and (3).. You could die.

4. If another rider is on your ass... when appropriate, wave them past. No matter how good you THINK you are.. somebody is always faster or
stupider. Do not take it personally. You getting passed will not appear in any newspaper or the next issue of MCN.

5. As the Dragon is not a race track, there will be police. I find that they usually set up their radar traps on the few straights or at the bottom of the
hill on the Tennessee side... almost never in the curves. To avoid handfuls of tickets... SLOW DOWN on the straights.

6. Try not to scare the shit out of the cages you are going to pass. They may be old.. they may be looking for a place to move out of your way.. they
may be an undercover cop. Be courteous. Try to both flash your lights as a warning that you are going to pass and WAVE after your pass is
successful. About 60-70% of the cages on the Dragon will actually pull over for you when they find a spot. If you/we continually piss off the locals..
sooner or later our party will come to an end.

7. If you are not feeling 100%.. both physically and mentally... sit this one out...The Dragon senses your weaknesses and will strike if you are
vulnerable.

8. Braking!!! Ideally.. you should not have to use your brakes at all if you keep your bike in the right gear with the engine spinning at the right
speed. This is a personal issue. Many track schools teach one way.. some teach others. If I have to brake, I try to have ALL done before dropping into
a curve. If corrections have to be made mid-corner.. I use either ONLY the rear or if I have too much speed.. BOTH.. never just the front in mid-
curve or you have a good chance of lowsiding.

9. Rather than riding full out and trying to make better times (if that is your goal...) work on your technique at slower speeds. THINK about what
you are doing, analyze AFTER the ride, then practice.

10. The Dragon is not a race track and conditions change quickly. Shadows will strain your vision, gravel (while not common) appears after rains in
some curves, furry little critters scramble out in front of the unsuspecting, a shady area may still be wet if early, and sometimes you'll find oil or
antifreeze where a cage has either spewed or another rider has crashed.

11. Many SUV's, pick-ups, etc have large mirrors that stick way out. If you are hugging the centre line your head may come into close contact with
these mirrors - not a good thing unless you want to eat pudding and drool for the rest of your life. Try to stay centered or to the outside of your lane
if possible.

12. Don’t go blowing by the overlooks....bikes and cars are always pulling in and out... and coppers too.

13. Ride the Dragon on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, fewer bikes and fewer police. I first rode the dragon 10 years ago when it was still fairly
unknown. Speed limit was 55 with nary a cop in sight. Now police jump out of the woods taking video and speed limit is down to 35.

14. Check your mirrors before you pull out for a pass/overtake, so you don't get zapped by a 23 year old on an R1.

15. Avoid the painted lines when the pavement is wet. They are extremely slippery.

These tips are from Jerry Finley at “Pirates Lair” (http://pirateslair.net).

Deal's Gap (a.k.a... the Tail of the Dragon) is arguably one of the finest motorcycle road in
the US. It is located in the beautiful Smoky Mountains at the Tennessee / North Carolina
Border, where US 129 intersects NC 28. The numbers speak for themselves... 318 turns in 11
miles and not a single curve is like the previous. Riding the Dragon is a lot of fun. Riding it fast
is a challenge which brings warriors from all over the world to try their skills against it...
including me. Crashes are common on EVERY given weekend (as the Tree of Shame bares
witness) and more than a few have lost their lives while doing battle. First timers should be
cautious… to say the least!

Speeding on a motorcycle is always risky and should only ever be done only in an
appropriate venue by experienced motorcyclists who know their own (and their bike's)
limitations. The rider should ask himself.. "Would I be able to live with both the legal and
physical consequences and ramifications should things go horribly wrong?" Think about it.. Is it
worth it? To some of us the answer is.. Yes.. Absolutely. Remember your actions affect not only
you, the rider but also your friends, family, ex-wives and their lawyers.

The tips below are an accumulation of proven helpful tips contributed by a vast group of
experienced and seasoned riders who have ridden the Dragon. Some are obvious... some not.
My hope is that after perusing these tips, at the very least, you'll be a safer, more informed
Dragon fighter.

Last Minute Notes On: How To Survive the Tail of the Dragon


