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Three Retreads were sitting at Tim Horton's having
a coffee and chatting about various things. One
Retread says, "You know, I'm getting really forgetful.
This morning, I was standing at the top of the stairs,
and I couldn't remember whether I had just come up
or was about to go down."

The second Retread says, "You think that's bad?
The other day, I was sitting on the edge of my bed
and I couldn't remember whether I was going to sleep
or had just woken up!"

The third Retread smiles smugly, "Well, my
memory is just as good as it's always been, knock on
wood," he says as he raps on the table. Then with a
startled look on his face, he looks around and asks,
"Who's there?"

We really should have some kind of “Mad Biker”

prize or award that can be handed out to a few of the
intrepid souls that like to get their bikes out during
the winter months.

Of course Ryan and Joan would win for their ride
around the block on January 23rd. This was just a day
or two before we got another bit of snow and the
temperatures dropped back down into the -20’s.

Ryan and Joan were also the first to show up for
Wednesday night coffee on their bike as well. I believe
March the 3rd is a new record for that!

Dave M. is another mad biker that would be picking
up an award this year as well. His ride down to Mt
Josephine on February 28 would certainly qualify.

The bizarre weather that we’ve had here in
northwestern Ontario this winter has led to these
spontaneous acts of madness. Meteorologists attribute
much of the fluctuations to either El Nino or Global
Warming, and we have certainly seen some major
weather shifts here in the northern hemisphere. Lots of
records being broken, huge amounts of snow in parts of
the US that aren’t used to it, unusual temperature
patterns. It wasn’t that many years ago that we had
such a long and cold winter that Lake Superior froze
COMPLETELY over. The last few years lake freighters
have been plying the lake well into December. That’s
quite a shift in weather patterns over the span of only a
few years.

The first week of March was a little early
to be getting the bikes out, but the weather
was great and there were quite a few bikes
out around Thunder Bay and even a couple
of trips down to Grand Marais….

Yeah Spring!!!!
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These Dates and Locations are subject to
change so please check the event web sites

for any last minute changes.

April 14 – 18 - 14th Annual Arizona Bike Week, Scottsdale, Arizona

May 1, 2010 - 32nd Annual Lakehead Shrine Motor Patrol SMOKER, Moose Hall, Thunder Bay
May 1, 2010 - Early Registration for Ride For Dad, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 5 – 9th - New Orleans Bike Week, Enjoy the splendour of New Orleans AND bikes!
May 7, 2010 - International Female Rider Day, 6:00 PM at Hillcrest Park for a Meet & Ride
May 8, 2010 - Terry Coombes Annual Memorial ICE BREAKER RUN, Terry Fox Lookout, Thunder Bay
May 9, 2010 - Ladies of Harley Mothers Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
May 16, 2010 - Blessing of the Bikes, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street @ 1:00PM
May 29, 2010 - Ryan's Run and Poker Derby, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay

June 13, 2010 - Commemorative Ride for those we’ve lost, Thunder Bay, Ontario
June 14 – 17 - Retreads International Rally, Smokey Mountain Express, Hickory, North Carolina
June 16, 2010 - Harley-Davidson Demo Rides, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
June 19, 2010 - 10th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay
June 20, 2010 - Ladies of Harley Father's Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 21, 2010 - 19th Annual Ride to Work Day….. Get the bike out and RIDE!
June 25 – 27 - Northwestern Ontario RIDE FOR SIGHT, Sioux Lookout, Ontario – confirmed!
June 26 – 27 - J&P Cycle Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
June 25 – 27 - Minnesota State HOG Rally, traveling rally ??? Check
June 26, 2010 - 1st Annual “Cruising for Vision” hosted by Winnipeg's Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers Club
June 30 – July 4 – 2010 Wing Ding 32, Des Moines, Iowa

July 2nd – 4th - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion
July 10, 2010 - “Just Another Road Trip” memorial ride for those we’ve lost, Bowmanville, Ontario
July 13 – 15 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 16 – 20 - Teresa’s Lake Superior Circle Tour ride, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 17, 2010 - Thunder Bay Harley's 30th Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run

Aug 7th, 2010 - 11th Annual 100,000 Foot Ride, Denver, Colorado
Aug 13, 2010 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Aug 14, 2010 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter
Aug 21, 2010 - Motors and Muscles, at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Sept 11, 2010 - Observation Ride & CORN ROAST/BBQ , at Mike Foreman’s Estate
Sept 10 – 26 - Motorcycle Cannonball Coast to Coast Vintage Motorcycle Race
Sept 18, 2010 - Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario



You probably have noticed that the Oliver Road entrance to Tims has been moved closer to the
intersection causing a loss of parking spaces on the Oliver Road side. Also a complete rebuild of
Golf Links Road from the Harbour Expressway to Oliver Road is being planned. It will be 4- laned
which means a new road bed and removal of all the power line poles along the golf course as well.
All that construction MAY BE A PROBLEM for us. So the directors have been discussing the
potential parking problems, and the problem of entering/exiting Tims with a large number of
bikes. We have identified two alternate sites for our Wed. and Sat. meets and rides. The favourite
would be Datonas Restaurant near the Husky on Balmoral. It has parking, and several entry/exit
routes including thru the HBC Bank property to the Superstore intersection of the Harbourview
which then gives us easy access to all highways. We checked many sites and when you consider
our increasing attendance, and larger ride numbers, we needed to make some decisions. We have
done our homework.

Here is the solution we are going to try. We will try to STAY AT OUR TIMS as long as we can,
unless problems occur. To successfully do so we have to self-police ourselves about some of our
normal behaviour. Instead of parking one or two to a parking space, we must get at least three,
and possibly four in each one. There are 15 spaces along Oliver and 2 in front. That will
accommodate 50 (3 ea/ space) to 65 (4 ea.) bikes. That should be enough to keep us okay there. The
next problem is us. While we are on foot, we tend to stand around in front of the building and
block those exiting the drive thru. We must stop doing that. We have to walk to the grass and chat
there, and get out of the way, I must also tell you that the staff and management of the Oliver Road
Tims (our Tims) quite likes us. They are aware of the other times we gather there for various
reasons, and recognize many of us who frequent that location year round.

Finally. Our club has grown considerably and again I thank all of you for that. It has been
suggested to me that I include the following comments to all. We are a large group with mixed
riding abilities. Therefore do keep in mind that the Retreads is a Bikers club, not a riding school.
Having said that, I suggest that if any riders decide they are more comfortable NOT RIDING in a
large group, or don't feel qualified to do so, simply find out where we are going, and trail along
behind. We usually have an ice cream or coffee stop along the way where all can gather again.
Also - with rides in mind - I need some ride leaders to volunteer.

Let me or any of the directors know if you are interested. All our rides have printed maps a
potential leader can study. And the leader has the final word on the route anyway. Weather and
road conditions also have to be constantly considered.

See you on the road.
Joe

And now a word (or two) from Joe:

Damn it's lonely at the Top!

I want to let the membership know of our
plans for the use of `our’ Tims on Oliver Rd. this
summer with all the construction planned. You
all must be aware of the extensive construction
in the parking lot adjacent to Tims lot. There is at
least one more building going in after the
Quality Market grocery store gets done.



Local Motorcycle Clubs
of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay Chapter Rep:
Joe McEachern

Website:
www.onwretreads.ca/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Mid America Motorcycle Association
Website:

www.mamathunderbay .com

Local clubs and members

thereof are
welcome to

submit

materia
l for this Club News

page. Otherw
ise all you get is

what I come up with
.

For those of us that
are heading down to
North Carolina in June
for the International
Retreads Rally and are
planning to ride the Tail
of the Dragon there are
a plethora of maps on
the internet that will not
only show you how to
get there, but can show
you where all of the
motorcycle deaths have
taken place along it.

A little gruesome, but
you have to realise that
this is a very popular
and technically
challenging road.

Guys on sport bikes like to do time trials on it and the cops like to chase them down and give
them tickets. As well, Grandma and Grandpa in their big travel trailers and SUV’s like to crawl
along it taking pictures at all of the lookouts. And if they’re anything like the tourists out west then
they often tend to stop in the middle of the road to take pictures. That’s always a treat.

So, bottom line, you have to be really careful.

Beware of the
Dragon!



"Retreads Corner"

HELP WANTED

The other day I decided to track down a rattle in
my bike . . Seems that I got a little out of control
and now I need someone with a good set of
wrenches and a shop manual to give me a hand.

Don’t forget to get in touch with Teresa if you’re interested in
doing a Circle Tour around Lake Superior this summer. Here
are some of the details that she has in place so far: This ride
would start on the Friday following our Provincial Retreads
Rally here in Thunder Bay.

July 16th -- Meet at Tim's on Oliver Road at 7 am. Tour will
then be travelling East with the first nights stay at Sault Ste
Marie.

Return to Thunder Bay will be around July 20th, or later
depending on rest & tourist stops, etc.

** Please note that the group plans on taking their time with
frequent stops to take in the scenery etc so therefore this loose
agenda may necessitate changes in destination points.

For more information please contact:
Teresa Miller @ 807- 343 - 0558

Long Way Round
By Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman

I got the book for Christmas and finally finished reading it. I
never saw the TV series or even the DVD series, so wasn’t sure what
it would be like. But, hey, it’s about motorcycling around the world
so it has to be good, right?! A couple of things that you realize right
away is that: a) they are actors and not writers, and b) apparently
actors are a lot like musicians. The book is written a lot like a daily
diary from both of their points of view describing the places that
they travelled through and the people that they met.

I read a couple of reviews of their book and the DVD series and,
like everything else, a lot of criticism was levelled at Ewan and
Charley about their lack of writing skills and the way that they
completely discounted some of the rather famous people that
helped them with their journey. However, as one reviewer said
“They might be actors, they might have loads more money than I
will ever have, they might even be wankers on a regular basis, but
they are Adventure Bikers. I see that now. The book just didn’t do
justice to the trials and tribulations of their journey. It was actually
three of them, the unsung hero being Claudio the bike riding
cameraman, who was with them every inch of the journey. “

Bottom Line: the book is worth a read if you get a chance and
apparently the DVD set is better and has some spectacular scenery.

Jim MacCallum would like to let everyone
know about the Commemorative Ride that he
is setting up for Sunday June 13, 2010.

The ride will commence at 1:00pm from the
Lower Boulevard Lake Park, with the
destination being Sunset Memorial Gardens on
Oliver Road.

There will be a brief ceremony there which
will consist of a recollection and reading of the
names of fallen members by representatives of
the areas various motorcycle organizations:
Retreads, HOG, and Bondslave M/C’s.

If you have any questions please contact Jim
at: cprncs@tbaytel.net



The Brotherhood – Our story (by: Ellen and Mitch)
What does the word “brotherhood” mean to you? Some might think of

the stereotypical biker mentality, some might think of a religious
connotation. I think of the friends that we have met over the years, those
who can be recognized by what they wear, their attitude, their ride and
their love of motorcycles. There are also those who we don’t know, but are
still recognized by what they wear that represents a friend to us. This is
what happened on Sunday, February 7, 2010:

The bike show in Minneapolis was a blast. We traveled down to
Minneapolis with four other people and it was a fun, fast trip down.
Unfortunately due to the fun and good times that were had while we were
there, the time flew by and we were on our way home all too soon.

The first hiccup came twenty miles south of Duluth. We lost power in the
van and had to pull over to see what the problem was. We didn’t know
what was wrong at first and after a look-see under the hood, we got

back in, the van started however the battery light came on as well as the check engine light. I know, I know … alternator.

We got to Miller Hill Mall (took the short cut up Highway 13) hoping but not expecting to find a garage open on Sunday. Stopped
at a battery store and they checked the charge in the battery which showed full charge. He directed us to a nearby Napa store just
around the corner. The owner of this place happened to be a biker and after testing the battery once again, pointed out a garage next
door to him.

Just past Miller Hill Mall, on the right side, you will find Lester Park Towing and Hermantown PB/Amoco. They are a AAA
approved garage and the ones who will tow you if you are a card carrying CAA member. They specialize in recreational vehicles
such as motorcycles, motorhomes, snowmobiles & boats and will tow to Canada. Just in case you need to know.
Spoke to the tow truck driver who had no problem towing to Canada if we didn’t want to wait for the mechanic to look at the van.
Since it would be an hour and a half before the mechanic could look at the van, we topped it up with gas, decided that if it started
again we would make a run for the border. Being diehards, this would be of course after we stopped at the Harley dealership
(which turned out to be closed on Sundays during the winter!) and Harbour Freight for some goodies which included for Mitch, a
battery/alternator tester for $3 which came in handy at Ryden’s later in the story.

The van started each time we stopped and after getting through Duluth with no problems, we were headed through deer alley on
our way home. And deer alley it was. It seemed every mile was a new encounter with one or several of the critters making driving
hazardous as freezing rain was falling at the same time.

The next hiccup came a few miles south of Grand Portage. We decided to try to make it to the border despite the electrical system
going wild; the windshield wipers coming on without being turned on and lights going on and off, gauges out of control. We made
it up Mount Josephine, down the other side and came to rest about a half mile south of Ryden’s border store. We could see the sign
and decided to walk the rest of the way for a boost as the guys had checked the voltage and the battery was dead.
All the while walking to Ryden’s someone kept repeating “Well this is an adventure”.

We got to Ryden’s and decided to go the gas station first to see if we could get a boost or a battery to at least get us across the
border. The kid at the gas station was very accommodating, trying to find one of his buddies who might have been available to
give us a boost. However everyone was out watching the Superbowl. He did finally get a hold of one friend however at that same
time we noticed across the parking lot, a couple of guys wearing black jackets with red stripes getting out of a van. With a
resounding shout of “Retreads” we headed over to where the van was. Many thanks to the caring young man in the gas bar at
Ryden’s for his help!

So we met up with Don McLeod, Ken Warwick and the rest of their party, traveling from the bike show as well. Don and Mitch
took off to boost our van. Five minutes later they were back with the van running. After a quick test with the $3.00 tester Mitch
picked up at Harbour Freight and one more boost, we decided to run for the border and hoped that we didn’t have to turn the van
off. We were losing light and hoped to be closer to Thunder Bay before we had to turn our headlights on. Our boosting saviours
were to be following us when they too had cleared the border so we were confident one way or the other we would not be alone.
Sure enough we cleared the border with no problems, did not have to shut off the van and we were on our way to Thunder Bay
with no more deer sightings and no more funky electrical issues. We met up with our friends once more at the Arthur Street lights
and with a thumbs up, we parted ways, dropped off our friends and continued home.

The result of this story is that the brotherhood that is the Retreads was cemented in stone that day. When we saw the black jackets
with the red stripes, we knew that we shared a common thread.

The fact remains that no matter what you ride, no matter what your views, if you are a Retread, the brotherhood remains strong.
Someone you can depend on, someone who will lend a helping hand if you are in trouble.

A similar situation happened a few years ago when Mitch and I were traveling to the States for a camping trip with our bikes. We
had loaded up our gear on the two bikes, got as far as the mill on Highway 61 when I felt the need to pull over to re-arrange my
packs. You know that feeling you get when something just doesn’t feel right. You just have to stop and check it out.

As we were re-arranging our gear, a truck stopped abruptly in front of us and a guy got out, asking if there was a problem. We
told him no, we were just re-arranging our packs. He advised that he was just checking because he was a biker too and was worried
that we had broken down.

We didn’t get a name, just shook hands, said thanks for stopping and he was on his way. There’s that brotherhood again. This
time there wasn’t a recognizable jacket involved, just a guy who saw a fellow biker who might have been in need of assistance.
A blanket thank-you to all Retreads & other bikers who help those in need on two wheels (or those on four wheels who have two
wheels parked in their garage) as the biker culture seems to cultivate a strong bond. The brotherhood lives on whether you are a
Retread or not - but it is nice to think that the caliber of the Retreads biker is superior to all.



Lead, Follow or Get the Hell out of the Way

Okay, maybe it’s not quite a direct quote from Thomas Paine (who was a
very amazing man by all accounts) but it does tend to apply to group
motorcycle riding.

There are both opponents and proponents of group motorcycle rides and
we’ve all heard the reasons from both sides. There are definite safety risks
when riding in a large group of bikes. The proximity of other riders (the
same as when you are close to any other vehicles) is always a potential risk.
If a rider wanders into another's safety zone it can cause one or both to
crash. Another problem is that following riders do not always pay as much
attention to what is going on around them as they should and can get taken

But the point of this is that every group ride, whether it be two bikes or two hundred bikes, has
a leader and followers. The dictum “lead or follow” certainly applies in this situation and each of
these positions carries with it its own responsibilities, and for a ride to be a success each rider must
carry out their chosen role.

Being the lead rider in a group ride is often a thankless but very necessary position. But what
makes a good leader? Does the rider with the most experience make the best leader? Not
necessarily. Just because a rider might have a high level of skill doesn’t mean that he / she will
make a good leader. To be a leader a rider must be able to set a pace that everyone in the group
can follow safely. He or she must also be able to plan ahead and communicate to the other
members of the group. Making last minute turns, stops, lane changes, etc, will catch the others off
guard and can lead to disaster. If you are a leader who constantly loses slower riders in the group
you are not doing a good job of leading. A good leader must be responsive to all participants that
are following.

Being a good follower in a group ride is just as important a position as the
leader. This doesn’t make you a lemming, nor does it require brainwashing,
lobotomies or heavy doses of livestock sedatives. It just means that your
primary role is to contribute to the safety of the group. Each member of the
ride must act responsibly and without carelessness. In a group ride it is
important to stick together as much as possible but if you start to feel
uncomfortable, feel that you are riding too fast for your own comfort , feel
that not all members of the group are riding safely, then it’s better to pull out
of the group and fall back a little until you are feeling comfortable again. You
can always catch up at the next scheduled stop. This is much safer than
riding out of your comfort zone and possibly getting into an accident. This is
never a reflection of you as a rider as we all have our riding comfort zone and
its always a bonus to use a little common sense. Riding in a group is not
about competing with each other, it’s about working together as a unit.

Thomas Paine 1737-1809

have to suddenly jump on their brakes. This is never a good thing.
On the plus side though no one can deny the beauty, the feeling of

comradery and the rush you can get when participating in a charity ride with
150 of your closest riding buddies. Obviously all of the risks are still there but
for a short ride generally everyone is being extra careful and is keenly aware
of what is going on around them.

by surprise and

The group motorcycle ride can be a very exciting experience and if it’s lead properly, well
organized, and ridden respectively. It can be very rewarding for all of those involved.

So sit back and enjoy the ride!



The Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Foundation – Northern Cancer Fund is proud to
announce the 10th annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad (Bell MRFD). This unique fundraising
event is dedicated to raise money for and awareness of prostate cancer issues in
Northwestern Ontario. The Bell MRFD will take place starting at the KEG Restaurant in
Thunder Bay, on Saturday, June 19, 2010, the Saturday before Father’s Day – a time we
celebrate all Fathers. (Early Registration is on May 1st at Half-Way Motors.)

Included is a full day of exciting activities for riders, passengers and spectators.
Participants will enjoy a light breakfast at registration, the “Roar for the Cure” Kick Start –
when over 300 bikes start their engines, followed by an amazing parade down Memorial
Avenue, and then a scenic Poker Run in and around the city. Once again there will be Silent
Auction at the KEG, with incredible prizes for both participants and the general public to bid
on and win. Once again there will be exhibits located in the Keg parking lot for everyone to
enjoy!

Total proceeds from this event will be used to assist the Northern Cancer Fund in its
mission to support prostate cancer research, education, diagnosis, and treatment in
Northwestern Ontario. Prostate cancer is the most common form of cancer in men and
constitutes over a quarter of all cancers in males. The rate of cancer in Northern Ontario is
approximately 5.4% higher than the rest of Canada.


