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An old Retread was standing in the checkout line at a local Safeway buying a large bag
of Purina Dog Chow for his loyal pet, Duke, the Wonder Dog, when the woman behind
him asked if he had a dog.

What did she think the old biker had, an elephant? So since he was retired and had little
to do, on impulse he told her that no, he didn't have a dog, he was starting the Purina Diet
again (cause all old Retreads are on fixed incomes you know – just ask them). But he told
the lady that he probably shouldn't, because the last time he was on the diet he ended up
in the hospital, but on the plus side, that he’d lost 50 pounds before he woke up in
intensive care with tubes coming out of most of his orifices and IVs in both arms.

He told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load
your pants pockets with Purina Nuggets and simply eat one or two every time you feel
hungry. The food is nutritionally complete so it works well and he was going to try the
diet again.

Horrified, the lady asked if the old Retread ended up in intensive care because the dog
food poisoned him.

He told her no, he’d stepped off a curb to sniff an Irish Setter's butt and a car hit both of
them.

Here is a picture of Leo and his
new V-Rod. It’s certainly a nice
looking bike and he can’t wait to
get it out on the road. He’s
managed to put about 0.01 km on
the bike in his back yard (not sure
if that counts or not) amongst the
snow and sunny patches in
February.

Leo also still has his Sportster …
looks like he’s starting a collection
of Harley’s. He’ll be picking up an
Ultra Classic next year.
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March is here! . . …. It’s getting closer
to riding season by the day!

March 5 – 7 - Frozen Dead Guy Days (their version of a Fling into Spring), Nederland, Colorado
March 27 - 28 - 23rd Annual Donnie Smith‘s Custom Bike Show, St. Paul, Minnesota

April 14 – 18 - 14th Annual Arizona Bike Week, Scottsdale, Arizona

May 1, 2010 - 32nd Annual Lakehead Shrine Motor Patrol SMOKER, Moose Hall, Thunder Bay
May 1, 2010 - Early Registration for Ride For Dad, Half-Way Motors, Thunder Bay
May 7, 2010 - International Female Rider Day, 6:00 PM at Hillcrest Park for a Meet & Ride
May 8, 2010 - Terry Coombes Annual Memorial ICE BREAKER RUN, Terry Fox Lookout, Thunder Bay
May 9, 2010 - Ladies of Harley Mothers Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
May 16, 2010 - Blessing of the Bikes, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street @ 1:00PM
May 29, 2010 - Ryan's Run and Poker Derby, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay

June 14 – 17 - Retreads International Rally, Smokey Mountain Express, Hickory, North Carolina
June 16, 2010 - Harley-Davidson Demo Rides, Thunder Bay Harley on Arthur Street, Thunder Bay
June 19, 2010 - 10th Annual Bell Motorcycle Ride for Dad, Thunder Bay
June 20, 2010 - Ladies of Harley Father's Day Ride, Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 21, 2010 - 19th Annual Ride to Work Day….. Get the bike out and RIDE!
June 25 – 27 ?? - Northwestern Ontario RIDE FOR SIGHT, Longlac, Ontario – date not confirmed yet
June 26 – 27 - J&P Cycle Open House, Anamosa, Iowa
June 25 – 27 - Minnesota State HOG Rally, traveling rally ??? Check
June 26, 2010 - 1st Annual “Cruising for Vision” hosted by Winnipeg's Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers Club
June 30 – July 4 – 2010 Wing Ding 32, Des Moines, Iowa

July 2nd – 4th - New Liskeard Biker's Reunion
July 10, 2010 - “Just Another Road Trip” memorial ride for those we’ve lost, Bowmanville, Ontario
July 13 – 15 - Ontario Provincial Retreads Rally, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 16 – 20 - Teresa’s Lake Superior Circle Tour ride, Thunder Bay, Ontario
July 17, 2010 - Thunder Bay Harley's 30th Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run

Aug 7th, 2010 - 11th Annual 100,000 Foot Ride, Denver, Colorado
Aug 13, 2010 - Friday the 13th in Port Dover, Ontario
Aug 14, 2010 - Hearst Poker Run & Party, Hurst, Ontario H.O.G. Chapter

Sept 11, 2010 - Observation Ride & CORN ROAST/BBQ , at Mike Foreman’s Estate
Sept 10 – 26 - Motorcycle Cannonball Coast to Coast Vintage Motorcycle Race
Sept 18, 2010 - Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario

These Dates and Locations are subject to change so please check the event web sites for any changes.



I have been promising Robert for months that I
would get a message ready for the newsletter so here
goes.

Last year, 2009, was some year in Retreads. Great
Wed night, Sat morning and breakfast turnouts.
Breakfast at the Norwester, 88 members show up. 88
members!! That was a record. Two months later at
Chicago Joes another 75 or so came out. A few weeks
ago I came into Tim's at 10 AM Sat. morning and there
were 30 people there. We used to get 6 or 8 including
Ken Stewart. He would entertain us with "bush" stories.
You all know Ken. The big guy with the, prematurely,
grey beard. He's our answer to Davy Crocket.

And now a word (or two) from Joe,
our local chapter rep., whose motto
is “if you want something done right
– delegate it to someone!”.

Our club will number over 200 this year. Maybe even get to 220 or more. The growth is
fantastic. To all those people who were members before 2007, keep doing what you are doing
regarding attracting new members. You are treating them right and they are bringing out their
friends. Thank you for being great hosts.

These numbers do cause us to think about some contingency planning re our Wed. and Sat.
coffee meetings. With 40 to 50 bikes on a Wed night, and the building construction right beside our
Tim Horton's, plus the rebuilding of Golf Links Road we may have a problem fitting into and
using that Tim's for next year. We have checked all the other Tim's and Robins and sorry folks,
when you consider inside size and road access, none of them will work. We have come up
with alternative places we could use ONLY IF WE HAVE TO. We have to also consider all those
business cards that are in circulation that say Tim's on Oliver Road is where we meet. But we can
deal with that problem when riding season begins, because we have already done our homework.

Regarding the Retreads last year, and all the involvement I had with the club, the only
complaint I have regarding last year was the crappy weather, and even the Retreads can't control
that.

This coming year with the club still growing, and many attending the Hickory, NC rally, and us
hosting the provincial rally in July, plus all our socials, and maybe a surprise one or two more, I
am honestly looking forward to 2010. Regarding the membership - Duncan, how long do you think
it will take us to get to 300??? We could start our own district.

Joe McEachern
ONW Retreads Rep.

Now getting 20 to 30 members out on a Saturday morning for coffee is not a surprise. I don't
know, do you think this bike club idea will catch on?
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of Northwestern Ontario
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Ellen and I finally got a chance
to stop for lunch at Hughie's Taco
House in Grand Marais a while
back. I tried their beef and bean
taco on a fresh homemade flour
tortilla, Ellen tried the Tostada,
which is a flat corn shell
smothered with homemade
refried beans, cheese and lettuce,
and we shared an order of taters
Conqueso.

Hughie's Taco House

The food was excellent and I wouldn’t mind trying a few more things on their
menu. They even have some Gluten free dishes if you’re so inclined.

Want to go for a ride this summer and meet
some new friends and neighbours?

The Winnipeg chapter of Canadian Motorcycle
Cruisers, in partnership with the Lions Club, are
hosting their 1st Annual “Cruising for Vision”
Poker Run on June 26 this summer.

It starts at Transcona Country club with
breakfast at 8am and the ride leaves at 10am.
Proceeds will be donated to the CNIB and the
Lions Eye Bank, all monies will remain in the
Manitoba and NW Ontario region.



"Retreads Corner"

Teresa would like to let everyone know that she is planning a Circle Tour around Lake Superior
this summer. Here are some of the details that she has in place so far. This ride would start on the
Friday following our Provincial Retreads Rally here in Thunder Bay.

July 16th -- Meet at Tim's on Oliver Road at 7 am. Tour will then be travelling East with the first
nights stay at Sault Ste Marie.

Return to Thunder Bay will be around July 20th, or later depending on rest & tourist stops, etc.

** Please note that the group plans on taking their time with frequent stops to take in the scenery
etc so therefore this loose agenda may necessitate changes in destination points.

For more information please contact Teresa Miller @ 807- 343 - 0558

Here are a few shots from the Minneapolis Bike Show…



Concours 14 Upgrade

Another bike that some of our members are
interested in is the reworked 2010 Concours 14.
Serious modifications to a bike that has only been
on the road for 2 years is unusual but Kawasaki
listened to complaints from their customers and
make some major improvements to the Concours
14.

Kawasaki actually consulted focus groups who
informed the manufacturer that customers wanted
both performance and comfort upgrades to this
popular bike.

So what were customers saying about the 08 &
09 models? Customers complained about excessive
heat coming from the big inline four, too much
buffeting from the low windscreen, mirrors too far
inboard, small forward storage compartment and .
. . wait for it . . . No Grip Heaters.

So the engineers at Kawasaki went to work and
addressed as many of these items as they could,
and the results took everyone by surprise. The 2010
Concours is a vastly improved ride that customers
are going to love. Major reworking of the fairing
has helped with the heat problem, a new reshaped
windshield with vents greatly reduced the
buffeting and heated grips are most appreciated
during cold weather riding.

But Kawasaki didn’t stop there and is now
offering their computer-assisted linked braking
system on the ABS model. The other significant
new offering on the 2010 model is a new traction
control system Kawasaki calls K-TRAC.

So, if you’re looking for a screaming in-line 4
with 155 HP and 102 ft pounds of torque then
check this baby out. And then of course there are
those Grip Heaters!

Some of the sights and sounds of North Carolina…

Blue Ridge Parkway Chimney Rock



Essential Maintenance Checks

Every now and then it is good to go over some of the basic things that lots of riders take
for granted. As with every other aspect of our lives we sometimes tend to be a little less
diligent about looking after some important things that will keep us safe in the long run.
And bike maintenance, all too often, can to fall into this category.

The following are a few reminders for all of us as to some of the things that we should
be diligent about looking after on our bikes. We already do a quick visual check around the
bike before every ride, right?

Daily Checks:

These checks should be made before every ride. They will only take a
couple of minutes and will help ensure that a potential problem doesn’t go
unnoticed.

1) Engine Oil: It is important to ensure that the oil level doesn’t drop below
the minimum marker. An engine in good condition will use very little oil
between changes, but running the engine with a low oil level will destroy it
in a matter of minutes.

2) Tires: The correct tire pressure is essential on a bike. Always check tire
pressure with the tires cold – as before every ride. Give each tire a quick
visual check for any damage or wear. Use a good pressure gauge and check
both tires. Make sure you know what the pressure should be – depending
on whether you’re riding one or two-up. Use your air compressor if the tires
are low.

3) Coolant & Brake Fluid: If your bike is liquid cooled check the coolant
level on the reservoir and also check the reservoir window on the master
brake cylinder. Note the colour of the brake fluid as well, it should be clean
and clear, if it starts to get dark or cloudy then it’s time to change it.

4) Drive Chain: If your bike is chain driven it is important that the chain is
well lubricated and does not have too much free play. If the chain looks dry
give it a quick squirt of aerosol chain lube.

5) Steering & Suspension: Check that the steering moves smoothly when
the handlebars are turned from side to side. Also check that the front & rear
suspension operates smoothly when you sit on the bike.

6) Lights & Horn: When you’re getting ready to go for a ride and you’ve
fired the bike up, while you’re waiting for it to warm up it is a good time to
check all of your lights. Check your headlight, both high & low beam, turn
signals – both left & right and front & rear, as well as your brake light. Make
sure both the brake pedal and hand grip activate the brake light and that
both function smoothly. Give the horn a quick toot to make sure it works –
you never know when you might need it.
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Come and join the Ontario NorthWest Retreads® Chapter in 

Thunder Bay for the 2010 Ontario Provincial Rally  
 

Come to Thunder Bay and enjoy riding through some of the finest natural beauty in Ontario. 

View the spectacular 40m high Kakabeka Falls and the grandeur of the Sleeping Giant.  Step back into 

history at Old Fort William or the Founders Museum.  See ocean-going ships at the world's largest fresh 

water port.  Shop our huge 150 store Mall, one of our specialty Malls or try your luck at the tables and 

slots in our Casino.  And most important of all, enjoy that great northern hospitality.   

 

There is so much to see and do, we can't possibly include it all during the rally.  If you prefer to arrive 

early or stay later and spend some extra time sight seeing, we'll have club members available to help you 

out and answer your questions.  And if you have ever thought about riding the Lake Superior Circle 

Route, Thunder Bay is half way.  We have many local members who have done the Circle Route and who 

could offer advice, directions and possibly even company for your adventure. 

 

Tues.  July 13
th

 - 12 'till 9PM - Registration 

6PM - Meet & Greet Social at the Best Western Nor'Wester 

Wed.  July 14
th

 - 7AM 'till Noon - Registration 

9AM - Dice Run and other Guided Rides 

Self Guided Rides, Non-Riding Events 

Evening events 

Thurs. July 15
th

 - Breakfast Ride, Guided Rides, Self Guided Rides, Non-Riding Events 

5PM - Symposium, Banquet and Award presentations. 

 

Check out the Rally Web Site at http://members.shaw.ca/gl1800a/index.htm or 

via the Ontario Retreads® site at  http://www.ontarioretreads.ca/  for more and updated information and 

links to Thunder Bay tourism, accommodations and restaurants. 

 

Any questions can be directed to the Rally Committee Chairman at 807-475-4613(home),  

fax 807-285-7397 or e-mail to thunderbay.2010@gmail.com 

 

 

Sanctioned by the Canadian Motorcycle Association

http://members.shaw.ca/gl1800a/index.htm


Our Host Hotel is the Best Western Nor'Wester Resort Hotel at 2080 Highway #61.  They can be reached 

at 807-473-9123 or at 1-800-780-7234.  The special rate for Rally participants is $106 (approx $103USD) 

plus taxes for 1-4 adults.  Make sure to quote Group Code #RMC.  This is a full service hotel with a pool, 

and exercise facilities, restaurant and lounge and is within walking distance of other restaurants and 

conveniences.  We will also be providing overnight security for bike parking at the host hotel. 

Check out their website at http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/productInfo.do?propertyCode=66055 

If you are planning a longer stay, economy motels are available nearby, please contact us for 

information. 

For those who prefer camping, within a 45 minute drive or less of the host hotel are; 

Trowbridge Falls Municipal Campground  807-683-6661 

KOA Campground     807-683-6221 

Kakabeka Falls Provincial Park   807-473-9231 

 

For any travelers that plan to cross into the USA or back home to the USA, please remember to 

bring your passports with you. 

 

Driver:_________________________________________________   Card # ____________ 

Passenger: ____           ____________________________________   Card # ____________ 

Chapter: ___________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ City: _______________________ 

Prov/State: ________________________ Postal/Zip Code: ______________ 

Tel #: (          ) ________________ E-Mail address: ______________________________________ 

You must present a valid 2010 Retreads® membership card at time of registration. No awards for trailered bikes. 

 

Rally fee: $50CDN/$49 USD per person X  # attending _______  = $ ____________ 

***Rally fee includes all events, banquet and Rally pin*** 

Rally T-Shirts will be available in sizes S to 3XL in Red, Indigo Blue or Black@ $10CDN or $10US  

Size _______ Color __________  

 Size _______ Color __________  = $ ____________ 

Rally Long Sleeve T- Shirts will be available in sizes S to 2XL in Red, Indigo Blue or Black @ $18CDN 

or @$18US each 

   Size _______ Color __________  

 Size _______ Color __________  = $ ____________ 

Registration Total (CDN or USD)  $ ____________ 

For your convenience, we will accept Visa and MasterCard  

Card type: __________Card Number: _________             ___            ___Expiry date (mm/yy):_________ 

**Please note that your credit card statement will show a transaction from "The Whole Nine Yards - Thunder Bay"** 

All registrations, shirt orders and hotel reservations should be made by June 19
th

 

Please make cheque or money order payable to "Ontario NorthWest Retreads®" 

Mail or fax completed  Barb Midgley 

registrations to   381 E. Mary St. 

    Thunder Bay ON.  P7E-4K1 

    807-285-7397 (fax) 

http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/productInfo.do?propertyCode=66055


Old Bones ‘10Old Bones ‘10
Retreads
Regional

Rally
June 4, 5 and 6

Retreads
Regional

Rally
June 4, 5 and 6

Registration on site.
Let your chapter rep know

how many are coming
so meals can be planned

RangerDon @ 780-640-3238
oldbiker@shaw.ca

Dave Corbett @ 403-938-3404
area-rep@foothills-retreads.com

Larry Fowell @ 780-352-3701

or visit
www.foothills-retreads.com/oldbones10.htm

larryfj@telus.net

South of Drumheller Alberta, off Highway 56
*Prices to be finalized

Registration $15
Friday Meet and Greet
Saturday Breakfast (included)
Register on site
Accommodation:
Rosedeer Hotel is booked up
Camping on site $12/night*
Other accommodation:
www.traveldrumheller.com

Last Chance Saloon,
Wayne, Alberta

Last Chance Saloon,
Wayne, Alberta

Area Rides:
Alberta Badlands, Tyrrell Dinosaur Museum

Dinosaur Provincial Park, Local Historic Tours
Scavenger Hunt (Prizes!)

Saturday D.I.Y. Steak BBQ ($17*)
Sunday Breakfast ride to Drumheller


