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This month’s mystery poster is by ______?
Any idea? Send me your guesses and maybe
you’ll win a prize. Not a very big one, mind
you, who do you think I am…. Bill Gates?

Here is a useless hint: the artist never rode
a motorcycle, or performed in a band.

I was all prepared to write another tirade this
month about crazy car drivers and cell phone
users and the fact that our Ontario politicians
finally took some time out of their busy schedule
of Fat Cheque Cashing and managed to pass a
bill (which should have been passed 10 years
ago) banning cell phone use by drivers.

But then I was out for a quick ride the other
Sunday afternoon and my bike broke down and
left me standing on the side of the road. I’d never
experienced that before and it gives you quite an
empty feeling to be standing on the side of the
road all alone looking at your broken bike.

Fortunately for me it wasn’t anything too
serious, just a broken throttle cable. I knew I had
another cable at home, and I also had my cell
phone with me (and no, I don’t use it while
driving) so I phoned a buddy to grab some tools,
stop by my house and pick up the spare cable
and come rescue me.

While waiting for him I managed to strip the
bike down, removing the seat, the fuel tank and
the broken cable. Once my buddy showed up it
was only a matter of minutes to get the bike back
on the road…. But that’s still not the point of all
this. Like I said at the start I was going to do
some ranting but then while I was stopped on
the side of the road one guy on a bike stopped to
see if I needed help and no less than five cars
stopped as well. One guy even offering a trailer
to haul the broken bike to a shop.

So I guess what I’m trying to say is that some
of my faith in humanity has been restored a bit
and maybe we won’t all be heading to the 13th

Level of Hell within the next few months……



June 2nd - “2 WHEEL TUESDAY” at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 3rd - Harley Demo Rides at Thunder Bay Harley-Davidson
June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 - Americade 2009, Lake George, New York
June 13 – 20 - Mother Road Rally, Chicago to Los Angeles
June 15 – 18th Annual Ride To Work Day
June 19 – 21 - Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, Utah
June 20 – 9th Annual Bell Ride for Dad – Thunder Bay, Ontario
June 19, 20 - Retreads Rally, Spring Valley, Minnesota
June 19, 20, 21 – Annual Ride for Sight – Longlac, Ontario
June 25, 26, 27, 28 – Minnesota State HOG Rally – Duluth Minnesota
June 26 – 27 - HOG National Rally, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
June 27 & 28 – 30th Anniversary J&P Open House – Animosa, Iowa

July 3, 4, 5 – New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
July 9, 10, 11 – New England Regional Retreads Rally, Seekonk, MA
July 11 – Thunder Bay Harley’s 29th Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run
July 14, 15 & 16, 2009 – Ontario Retreads Rally – Orillia, Ontario
July 21 – 24 - Star Days, Billings, Montana
July 23, 24 & 25, 2009 – Flatlanders Cruise-In – Russell, Manitoba

(a Northern Star event, check them out at: www.manitoba.northernstarsrider.ca)
July 27, 28, 29 & 30, 2009 – International Retreads Rally – Spearfish, South Dakota

August 4 – 10 - 69th Annual Sturgis Rally, Sturgis, South Dakota
August 12 – Camp Quality Ride, Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 21, 22 – Wisconsin Smell the Dairy Air Retreads Rally, Waukau, Wisconsin
August 22 – Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 29 – Corn Roast / BBQ, Mike Foreman’s Estate, Thunder Bay, Ontario

September 19 – Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario
September 27 – Breakfast / Ride to the Gunflint, Thunder Bay, Ontario

October 23 – Bike-Tober Fest Steak Dinner, Thunder Bay, Ontario

November 7 – 19th Annual HOG Birthday Party at the Victoria Inn, Thunder Bay

Yes… you’re right. The International Ride
to Work Day used to be on Wednesday, but
the organizers have moved it to the third
Monday of June. So tell all your friends and
take your bike to work. And if it’s a warm
and sunny day then all the more reason to
take the afternoon off and go for a nice long
ride. Our summers are way too short to sit
behind a desk all day working on a computer.

2009

X-Mas Party



Local Motorcycle Clubs of Northwestern Ontario

Thunder Bay Director:
Mike Foreman

Website:
www.thunderbayhog.com/

Thunder Bay Chapter Rep:
Joe McEachern

Website:
www.onwretreads.ca/

Thunder Bay President:
Mike McCooeye

Website:
www.bondslave.ca

Mid America Motorcycle Association
Website:

www.mamathunderbay .com

Jim was vacationing down south this winter
and brought us some pictures from a shop
called Low Country Customs in Savannah
Georgia. This looks like a really interesting
place, specializing in anything chopped,
stretched or fast!

They carry bikes from Harley-Davidson,
Victory, Big Dog, Bourget Bike Works, LCC
Custom Choppers… basically anything fast!
Plus they carry a huge selection of used bikes of
every description.

Check their web site at:
http://www.lowcountrycustoms.com

May 9, 2009... Ice Breaker Run
It was a very cold +1ºC.

Motorcycle enthusiasts from far and
wide, bundled up in parkas and such, braved
the sour weather and gathered at the Terry
Fox Monument off Hwy 11/17, for the
annual Terry Coombes Memorial Ice
Breaker ride.

This year the money went to the
Northern Cancer Fund and the total raised
is rumored to be over $800. Some of our
members rode in from way past Mackenzie,
just to attend. Some of our leaders came
to show us how to better deal with the
bitter cold...



Just to show that you can never keep up with everything that is going on in
the world of motorcycles, I’ve just recently learned of an organization that is
dedicated to helping downed riders:

Russ Brown has been a lawyer for 25 years, specializing in personal injury
cases and has been an avid rider for 35 years. Over 20 years ago Russ started an
organization called BAM (Breakdown and Legal Assistance for Motorcyclists).

As he says on his web site: Russ
is more than an accident lawyer.
Russ and his partner, Chuck Koro,
specialize in the motorcycle
accident. They truly care about the
people they represent, as shown by

their free nationwide emergency breakdown and legal
services. The BAM program has been available to
motorcyclists everywhere since 1982.

The way BAM works is that Russ has set up a
unique organization of bikers helping bikers. BAM
membership is FREE. When you join all they ask is that
you volunteer to help another member in need of
assistance if called upon.

BAM's nationwide volunteer network of over
800,000 motorcyclists are available to help you in an
emergency. If you experience a breakdown or
mechanical problems while on the road, call
1-800-4-BIKERS (1-800-424-5377), and they will computer search their volunteer
network and send someone out to help you.

BAM's emergency ID card can speak for you if you are incapacitated in an
accident. They list your emergency contact person, medical problems, and blood
type. When emergency personnel call, they will supply this information and
provide donors if necessary.

BAM also provides legal services to members. Their nationwide legal network
of over four hundred biker-friendly attorneys is ready to help you if you are
involved in an accident.

It sounds intriguing. For our Thunder Bay riders with questions check with Rob R. he
has been a member for a number of years and has some information on the organization. In
a perfect world we would never have an accident, but it would be nice to have the
assurance of a free BAM Card and the help it offers. It would be a comfort knowing that no
matter where you are a phone call will bring you: Emergency Roadside Motorcycle Service,
Nationwide Legal Service, a 24 Hour Toll Free Motorcyclist Hotline, Motorcycle Storage,
Blood Donations, Hospital Visitation, etc. Check it out: www.russbrown.com



I mentioned last month that 2009 is the 10th anniversary of Victory Motorcycle, well, it would
appear that there is yet one more new motorcycle manufacturer vying for customers in the North
American market.

Roehr (pronounced “roar”) Motorcycles is the
brainchild of Walter Roehrich, an Illinois-based engineer
who has been designing and building his own sportbikes
for more than a decade. He began in the late-’90s with the
Rv500, an ultra-clever 500cc two-stroke V-Twin made by
joining two Yamaha YZ250 cylinders on a crankcase of his
own design. Weighing just 315 pounds and producing 115
horsepower, it was a thrilling ride that ultimately was
killed off due to emissions hurdles.

Walter’s latest creation is the Roehr
1250sc, scheduled to go into production
late this year. Rather than try and build a
brand new engine, Roehrich has selected
a powerplant from the Harley-Davidson
catalog. His latest creation is powered by
the Revolution V-Twin from Harley’s V-
Rod lineup. However, Walter wasn’t
content to stick with the stock 110 rear
wheel horsepower put out by the engine
so he came up with a smart and relatively
simple solution to the Revolution’s power
deficit: supercharging.

Mounted under
the faux fuel tank
and driven by a
toothed belt,
Roehrich has
fitted a new
centrifugal type supercharger from Rotrex in
Denmark. The Rotrex unit weighs just 6.4 lbs
and operates like a belt-driver turbocharger.
It is a brilliant system apparently and
operates quite effectively. This 1250cc engine
is putting out about 115 ft-lb of torque and
180 hp at around 9000rpm.

Whether you want to call it a Sportbike or a
Superbike, this is one hot bike, as one test rider said –
this bike is fast, fast, fast!

As their web site says, this is a new generation of
American Motorcycles. Production is limited so if you
want to order one check out their web site and send a
$2000.00 deposit: www.roehrmotorcycles.com



The easiest way to avoid trouble is to see it
coming long before you need to react. Experienced
riders make a habit of looking far ahead while
practicing the suggestions listed below.

How to Spot Trouble While Riding
a Motorcycle

#1 Look anywhere from one-half to a full block ahead in the city and suburbs.
Search as far ahead as you can on the highway, allowing yourself plenty of
time to adjust to hazards.

#2 Avoid panic stops or sudden swerves, which can cause even more trouble.

#3 Keep checking the asphalt ahead for slippery spots, big bumps, potholes,
loose gravel, wet leaves or objects in the road.

#4 Remember that curves and ramps are common collectors of oil and gravel.

#5 Use your height advantage to see over or through the car in front of you.
Watch for vehicles stopping or turning ahead.

#6 Scan the roadway for cars and trucks that may leave the curb or enter from
side streets or driveways.

#7 Look over your shoulder before turning or switching lanes, particularly
when making rapid lane changes. Remember that motorcycles have blind
spots too; checking your mirrors is not enough.

#8 Check the far lanes as well as the one next to you when changing lanes on
roadways with multiple lanes. Other drivers may be headed for the same
space.

#9 Always be on the lookout for open spaces where you can quickly retreat
when you're in heavy traffic.

#10 When riding at night, watch for the lights of other vehicles coming around
the corner or over a rise in the road. That way you will be prepared for
anything that may happen.

In other words: Be Careful and keep a close eye on what is going on around
you!



Tool Kit - - - what tool kit?

Do you carry any tools on your bike other than the minimalist kit that
came with your bike? Apparently most people don’t, but everyone probably
should. Whether you ride for recreation or transportation; on the street, dirt,
snow, or water - you'll eventually find yourself sidelined with mechanical
problems, or run across someone else that is.

Deciding what tools to take with you when you go motorcycle touring
can be a complicated process. On the one hand, if something goes wrong at
the side of the road, you'd like to have every tool you own and many you
don't, but you won't likely be able to pack all that stuff with you. The tool
kit your bike comes with may not be sufficient or convenient to use. You'll
likely end up selecting something in between all your tools and none of
your tools.

If you’ve ridden for a few years, you’ve likely got a selection of tools that
you’ve organized and re-organized over the years, adding and subtracting
bits and pieces each time you go through the kit. The one thing that you
don’t want to do is just keep adding to the kit until it weighs more than the
bike. You want to work out a good balance of having enough tools but not
taking up too much space or weight.

If you’re thinking of putting a tool kit together for when you’re out on
the road here is a list of items that you should consider. Unfortunately there
isn’t just one magic tool kit for bikes, you’ll have to put together what works
best for your bike and the space you have to work with, but these items will
give you a starting point.

Small flashlight
3/8" ratchet
1/4 “ ratchet
Spark plug socket
Wrenches (8mm, 10mm, 12mm,

14mm)
Sockets (8mm, 10mm, 12mm,

14mm)
 4” drive extension (x2)
6” adjustable wrench
10” adjustable wrench
5“ Vise grips
4” side-cutter
Tire pressure gauge
Needle nose pliers
Multi- screw driver
Allen wrenches (small assortment)
Electrical tape

12 VDC test probe
Small roll of "match solder"

(no kidding, electrical solder
that melts with a match)
Disposable lighter
Pen or permanent marker
Spare spark plugs
Scissors and/or multi-tool

knife
Zip ties (small, med & large)
Small roll of mechanics wire

("baling" wire)
Bungee cords
Extra fuses & headlight bulb
Small assortment of nuts,

bolts, washers...couple of
small hose clamps...some
electrical connectors
Tire repair aerosol can or kit

Not everyone will need or want everything listed here, your tool kit should
evolve over time to contain nearly everything that you’ll need for a roadside
emergency repair.



Here is another new product for you.

Want to take your bike with you but don’t want the hassles of
pulling a trailer?

Try the Motorcycle Caddy!

Here is a new way to tow your motorcycle. Just pull the front wheel of your motorcycle into the
wheel cage, secure it to the caddy, spin the jack handle to raise the front end of the bike and away
you go. Just make sure that your bike is in neutral before you pull away. This unit is designed to fit
into a standard 2” Receiver Hitch.

There are lots of cautions on their web site that you need to be aware of before you try to use
this product:

1 – the unit is rated to carry 500 pounds. They calculate that the caddy carries 2/3 of the
weight of your bike, so if your bike has a total weight of 700 pounds, that would be putting 466
pounds on the caddy, which would be within their safety margin.

2 – you must find out either through the owners manual for your bike or from the
manufacturer if your bike can be towed in neutral. You may have to remove your drive chain or
disconnect your drive shaft (which would make this unit less appealing). This is pretty critical so
you’ll have to find out about your individual bike.

These folks also make a Caddy that fits a 1 ¼” receiver hitch for smaller bikes such as dirt bikes,
etc. that have a total bike weight of 250 to 300 pounds. Prices: $595.00 and $375.00 US

Check them out at: http://www.motorcycletrailer.com/mag1/caddy1.html

Looking for another shiny new toy for your bike?

Here is a new camera for you to try out: Billed as the
world’s smallest wireless digital video camera, the GoPro
Hero is quite the marvel of electronic miniaturization. The
camera measures 1.25 x 1.75 x 2.3”, is waterproof to 100’,
has a three mega pixel sensor (2048 x 1536 at 96dpi) with a
glass f2.8 lens with auto exposure that is the heart of this
small but mighty camera. It has 16mb of onboard
memory and can be expanded up to 2GB using a standard
SD media card.

You can helmet or handlebar mount this camera to
record 56 minutes of television quality video or set it to
take a snapshot every 2 or 5 seconds.

Sounds like fun for canyon carving.
Price: ~$180.00 US
Check it out at: http://www.goprocamera.com


