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Robert’s Aimless Ramblings…
If you’re into posters, check this out. I found a
copy of this poster a while back for my office.
Funny thing – it didn’t surprise anyone. I’m not
sure if that’s good or bad.

Here we are at the first of April, April Fools for

those bent on pulling pranks on their friends. And
who better to annoy than your friends. It helps to
keep them on their toes.

Everyone here in the northwest is itching to get
their bikes out for a run. But you have to be careful,
you can still run across the odd icy patch on the
roads. That always makes riding interesting!

Dave M. wins the prize for being the first of the
T.B. Retreads out this spring. The dog took a ride
out to Kakabeka after breakfast on March 15th. Come
snowblow my driveway!

Everyone must know by now about the big
expansion that is going on at the Thunder Bay
Harley-Davidson store (see page 3). Well, it would
seem that there is more big news in the Thunder
Bay motorcycling community.

Excalibur Motorcycle Works is going to be

moving into a bigger and better location this spring.
After 18 years down on South May Street Larry is
moving the store to Walsh St. West (off Hwy 61,
across from the airport).

Look for a big grand opening this spring and
we’ll all be down to wish Larry well in the new
location. Excalibur is an official dealer for
Kawasaki, KTM, Moto Guzzi, Vespa and Piaggio.



June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 - Americade 2009, Lake George, New York
June 13 – 20 - Mother Road Rally, Chicago to Los Angeles
June 18 – 18th Annual Ride To Work Day
June 19 – 21 - Red Rock Rendezvous, Panguitch, Utah
June 19 – 20 - Minnesota Retreads Rally, Spring Valley, Minnesota
June 20 – 9th Annual Bell Ride for Dad – Thunder Bay, Ontario
June 19, 20, 21 – Annual Ride for Sight – Longlac, Ontario
June 25, 26, 27, 28 – Minnesota State HOG Rally – Duluth Minnesota
June 27 – 27 - HOG National Rally, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
June 27 & 28 – 30th Anniversary J&P Open House – Animosa, Iowa

July 3, 4, 5 – New Liskeard Bikers Reunion, New Liskeard, Ontario
July 9, 10, 11 – New England Regional Retreads Rally, Seekonk, MA
July 11 – Thunder Bay Harley’s 29th Annual Rain or Shine Poker Run
July 14, 15 & 16, 2009 – Ontario Retreads Rally – Orillia, Ontario
July 18 - 16th Annual Ride for Literacy, Keswick, Ontario
July 21 – 24 - Star Days, Billings, Montana
July 23, 24 & 25, 2009 – Flatlanders Cruise-In – Russell, Manitoba

(a Northern Star event, check them out at: www.manitoba.northernstarsrider.ca)
July 27, 28, 29 & 30, 2009 – International Retreads Rally – Spearfish, SD

August 12 – Camp Quality Ride, Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 21, 22 – Wisconsin Smell the Dairy Air Retreads Rally, Waukau, Wisconsin
August 22 – Motors and Muscles, Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 22 – 8th Annual Ryan’s Run and Poker Derby, Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 29 – Corn Roast / BBQ, Mike Foreman’s Estate, Thunder Bay, Ontario

September 19 – Toys for Tots, Thunder Bay, Ontario
September 27 – Breakfast / Ride to the Gunflint, Thunder Bay, Ontario

October 23 – Bike-Tober Fest Steak Dinner, Thunder Bay, Ontario

November 7 – 19th Annual HOG Birthday Party at the Victoria Inn, Thunder Bay

April is a “cool” time for riding in
northwestern Ontario, ‘cool’ usually meaning
damned cold, but hopefully the snow has stopped
for a while and we can get some warm afternoons
to get out and ride.

April 1 – 5 – Arizona Bike Week – Scottsdale, Arizona

May 2nd – Early Registration for Ride For Dad – at Half-Way Motors
May 9th – Terry Coombs Annual Memorial Ice-Breaker Run

2009

X-Mas Party

My Birthday!
A new bike would

be nice!

This is the time of year to take it easy out on the
roads, watch for gravel and deer and get used to
the feel of the bike after a winter of hibernation.
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The Free Movie Night that the Thunder Bay Retreads hosted on Friday the 13th in March was a huge
success! Around 50 local bikers and their significant others came out to enjoy another showing of the
movie Wild Hogs starring Tim Allen and John Travolta. This movie is still hilarious even after seeing it
a few times. After the movie about 40 of us headed over to East Side Mario’s for drinks and a late
supper. All-in-all it was a great evening. Thanks Retreads, and thanks Joe for the great idea! I don’t
care what anyone says… you’re not JUST a pretty face!

Renovations
continue at

Thunder Bay
Harley-

Davidson!
Stop by and

check out the
progress.

More club news:More club news:
You’ll see by the Events Page that there are tons of rides and rallies that one could attend this

year if they had enough time. There are numerous Retreads events that several of us in the club are
planning to attend, and more members should think about attending some of these rallies to meet
up with other Retreads from around the country and share riding stories (aka: Swapping Lies).

There is a Retreads rally in southern Minnesota in late June, the New England rally in early
July, the Orillia rally in mid-July, the International rally in late July and the Wisconsin “Smell the
Dairy Air” rally in late August. These are just a few of the Retreads rallies that are taking place this
summer, but these are easy to get to, so start looking into booking some rooms and making plans
for a road trip. Bikes are made to be ridden so make plans to attend one of these rallies.

Orillia, Ont.
July 14-16th

Waukau, Wi.
Aug. 21 & 22nd

Spring Valley, Mn.
June 19 & 20th

Spearfish, S.D.
July 27 – 30th



FIRST – UPCOMING RALLIES : We are hosting the Ontario Retreads Rally in 2010. A date has
not been set yet. In order to make it successful we should be travelling to some closer Retreads
rallies to invite them to attend. Those to consider are Minnesota Spring Valley (a days drive) June
19 - 20 Fri/Sat., Orillia, Ont Rally July 21 - 22 Tues./Thur. and Wisc. rally Waukau (near Oshkosh)
Aug 21 - 22 Fri/Sat. When planning your seasons travels, these locations should be considered. At
these rallies we would make a presentation at their wind up dinner, and talk up our rally while there.

SECOND - RIDE FOR A SMILE : We have been asked once again to participate in the Kakabeka
Street Fair. This time we will not be handling the BBQ. We've been asked to do the penny auction,
show and shine and parade. The auction means getting gifts and manning the booth from 10AM til
5 PM. The show/shine means marshalling the bikes , running a little contest then ride in the
parade, about the same hours. Do we get involved??

THIRD - TOYS FOR TOTS: We always do the ride the 3rd Sat in Sept , the last official open
organized motorcycle event of the year, but last year we helped out more because it was their 25
anniversary. We have not been asked yet but possibly will be so we need to be ready with an
answer as to what level of participation we want to accept. Do we again do the events at CTC,
Wal-Mart and Zellers, or we just do the one day ride?? Do we get involved??

IMPORTANT : I would like any comments or opinions please re the SECOND and THIRD
items. Retreads is a social club, not a service club like Lions or Kinsmen. It's not our purpose to
raise money, we just get together to ride. For that reason I cannot commit the club to participate
without a strong showing of substantial interest (and volunteering) from club members. What do I
tell the organizers of those two events?? Please email me or tell me or any director your
thoughts so we can decide which course to follow. Any Retreads member can participate in any
events they like, and invite their fellow rider members to join in anytime. What bikers do in the
riding season is their business. It's just that it is not a mandate for our type of club to do these
types of events so let me know. Do we get involved??

Remember -

getting involved means volunteering your time.

Let me or another director know please.

Joe McEachern

Cell 627-5757
Email joemceachern@hotmail.com

Here is some more Club News from Joe, asking forHere is some more Club News from Joe, asking for
feedback from our Thunder Bay Retreads members:feedback from our Thunder Bay Retreads members:

Alternatively, if you can’t get Joe you can contact one
of the following to voice your opinions:
Robert Whaley – robert.whaley@ontario.ca
Tom Pickett - klr_tom@shaw.ca
Duncan Jamieson - djamie@tbaytel.net
Rita & Keith Scott - rkscott@tbaytel.net
Neville LeQuant - neville26@shaw.ca
Diane Knox - dknox@tbaytel.net
Mary Deschatelets - deschatelets@shaw.ca
Barb Midgley - barbmidg@shaw.ca
Merv Donohue - mdonohue1@tbaytel.net
Leo Boz - bozman@tbaytel.net
Terry Demerse - cassbar@tbaytel.net
Wally Larsen - wlarsen2@shaw.ca
Tom Gowler - tom.gowler@tbaytel.net



Slippery When New????

It’s a question that just never goes away, and everyone has their own opinion on
the subject. I’m speaking of course about new tires for your motorcycle.

The question came up again recently via e-mail where a
young guy took his recently purchased crotch rocket in for
a new back tire and as he pulled out of the parking lot of
the bike shop the bike apparently slid out from under him
– crushing his leg.

So the questions abound:
- Is this rider error
- did the service manager tell him to take it easy on

the new tire until it was broken in
- are new tires indeed “slippery”
- are new tires “oiled” to keep them fresh in storage
- do new tires have “mold release” on them
- are new tires just smooth because they are fresh

out of the mold
- do they need to be “broken in” or “scuffed up”?

In researching this, it became apparent quite quickly that everyone has their own opinion. The
closest “expert opinion” that I came across was from an article in Sport Rider magazine. The
following is from an interview with the manager for the Pirelli Global motorcycle tire program.
This guy has been in motorcycle tire design for 20+ years, so he should be an expert on the
subject.

Some myths/facts that he covered in the interview:

1) Mold release is no longer used by any major manufacturer. This stopped years ago. Today, they only
use mold release on the SIDEWALL to ensure that all the little numbers, text, and company logo come out
flawless.

2) "scrubbing" in tires is a myth and completely useless. There is NO coating on the tire surface that needs
to be "scrubbed" or worn off at all. New tire break-in is ALL about temperatures. That little wiggle you see
riders do leaving the paddock, or heading out to the twisties is 110% useless and gives false confidence. It
does almost nothing to help prepare the tire to grip.

3) New tire break-in is all about temperature. A new tire should be at 165F for at least 10 minutes before
you push it, and it should be at that temperature for an hour before you really trust it. On the street, figure
about 20 minutes of hard riding. The ENTIRE purpose of this as new tire break-in, is to get the carcass
warm enough that the oils and chemicals in the rubber leech out completely.

So, does any of this help you? Probably not because you undoubtedly have your own ideas about how
or why a new tire should be broken in. The best advice that I can give you (and I am definitely NOT an
expert) is to take it easy with new tires for the first 100 to 200 km. New tires are smooth and have limited
traction. Make sure you cycle the tires through heating up and cooling down a couple of times to
condition the rubber and wear off the smoothness. Take turns gently, slowly increasing your angle of
lean. Slowly is the key: You always want enough of the contact patch to be on the broken-in section that
you don’t lose it. Eventually your chicken-strips will disappear.

One last word: NEVER spray any kind of tire cleaner on a motorcycle tire – you’ll be sorry if you do!
Mild soap and rinsing with fresh water is all they need.



The Journey
By David Martens

There are many milestones in a man’s life that help shape one’s character. For some they could be your first love,
finding your soul mate, fatherhood or even becoming a Grandparent.

Through this life journey there are events and chance meetings that help shape and perhaps change the direction of
one’s life path.

This is one such tale I will tell you of today.
Late last August three of your Retread members, Duncan Jamieson, Ken Lagg and myself, were looking for a 2 day

ride.
One that would not only allow us to ride and view our beautiful countryside but a ride that had purpose and perhaps

even have one of those life changing moments.
Well I had heard legend of a man that lives in Northern Minnesota just a day’s ride from us. A man that embodies

frontier vitality, a symbol of might, the willingness to work hard and the resolve to overcome obstacles. I thought in
his day he too would ride a KTM 990 Adventure bike…but I digress.

Now many lay claim that this man hails from their area, He was said to be born in Bangor Maine but the area was not
big enough for him so he moved to Northern Minnesota were today he is standing guard over a lake in Bemidji

Minnesota.
So it is here we set our sites. Our paths were set for our epic journey, our adventure on what turned out to be called

the “Quest for Paul”!

Yes people, Paul Bunyan and his ever faithful side kick, the blue ox named “Babe”.
The legendary pair it is said that but with a single swing of Paul’s axe and the shear might of Babe’s strength they

cleared forest areas and formed 10,000 lakes in Minnesota.
Because of them the roads are not straight, they curve and bank around the water reserves and that’s the reason it

rains so much and the mosquitoes are so damn big…but I digress.
So with tanks full of gas and our bellies full of Tim Horton’s we mounted our mighty steeds, (or I did anyway) and set

out to travel across N.W.O. through many towns and villages, crossing into Minnesota at International Falls.
The tension and anticipation was growing with each mile.

As we travelled down the highway we saw an establishment that was surrounded by motorcycles all bearing the
name Harley something. We thought great, fellow adventurers.

The ones wearing clothes were clad with leathers with their names on their backs. They were all outside in front of the
establishment partaking in what seemed to be a cultural event for the area.

Apparently the idea was to see how far you could throw a beer keg across the parking lot. Now many of them must
have tried to better their advantage by drinking the contents of the keg before throwing it. This exercise had a varied

mixture of results - some being the patrons went further than the keg.
Not wanting to break the mood or to be mistaken for a keg we decided to remount our steeds and continue on our

“Quest for Paul”.
Later that day, with our maps checked again and again we could feel we were getting closer to our goal and all our

hard work was about to pay off. Our excitement was building. You could almost feel Paul’s aura in the air.
Then it happened, there he was, standing across the road from us. Majestically towering over a field that lay in front of

(continued on next page…)



his feet with a back-drop of a lake behind him. No doubt
a lake that he and Babe had cleared themselves.

The setting sun in the west was casting an orange glow
across his face and it look like a glimmering tear was
forming in his eye. He was happy that we were here.

As we walked across the field toward him in silence, (and
you know how hard that is for Duncan) his presence

grew larger with each step we took. He stood looking to
the west. His corn cob pipe in his mouth and the ever

faithful “Babe” at his side.
The moment was then. We were standing in awe, at the

feet of a legend of no uncertain magnitude. We looked up
and up and saw his…. ba………..beard.

That’s it, moment over, we went to the hotel and had a
few beers and ate cow (not ox in honour of Babe).

But day one of our journey was not over yet.
Always looking for an edge we were roughing it that

night at a Holiday Inn Express. I say roughing it because
there were no waffles at the continental breakfast for

Duncan and Kenny was sleeping on the cot. I was fine I
planned the trip.

But we made a new friend that night. Carol the night
clerk. She and her husband ride Goldwings and tour the
area extensively. She impressed on us that it may pale to
meeting Paul Bunyan but we had to ride the Itasca State

forest and stick our feet in the mud at the head of the
Mississippi River…………….

Stay tuned for day 2 of our ride called the “Quest for
Paul”.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VICTORY MOTORCYCLES!

2009 marks the 10 year anniversary of Victory Motorcycles. From a
modest beginning with the introduction of its first 92-cubic-inch v-
twin cruiser, Victory (a division of Polaris Industries) now offers 15
models and expects to sell its 50,000th bike this year.

Victory took a huge chance back in 1999 introducing a brand new
motorcycle brand to the North American market where Harley-
Davidson has reined supreme for so many years. But since the
introduction of their first bike Victory has made a great name for
themselves and are producing some beautiful and exceptionally
rideable motorcycles.

There is only one new model from Victory this year
and that is their brand new Kingpin Low. Based upon
their original Kingpin it features cast wheels, fully
valanced classic-style fenders and a 100 cubic inch
(1634cc) engine. It sports a solo seat that is just 25.2
inches tall and is scalloped on the sides for an easier
reach to the pavement. This bike has an exceptionally
clean style and, like all Victory motorcycles, comes
with fuel injection, belt drive and optional cruise
control.

Check out their full line of bikes the next chance
you get!



This is the unit I’ve been looking for, for a couple of years
now…

A company called Ridemaster has
produced this VOICELESS
communication device for riders
traveling in a group. No longer do
you have to try and communicate by
hand signals that you need to stop
for a coffee.

Ridemaster now gives you a bar
mounted devise with SIMPLE
COMMAND BUTTONS, on a
wireless radio system, that allows
riders to communicate with each
other.

Ridemaster mounts on your motorcycle handle bar, and is operated by pushing
buttons representing commands and requests. The VISUAL display method is
similar to other visual displays on your motorcycle like your speedometer, or other
gauges. A quick glance or the push of a button lets you receive or send key
information.

Their standard package
comes complete with the unit,
a Ram mount, batteries and
instructions. Optional cables
for hooking into your bikes’ 12
volt system are available.

Like I said above, I’ve been looking for a
unit like this for a long time. I even looked into
trying to build a little self-contained unit that
would send a signal from bike to bike. But
these folks seem to have taken that basic idea
and made a nice communication device.
Individual unit-to-unit range is about 500
yards (~1/2 km), but multiple units will
communicate through each other for several
miles. Cost is around $200.00 US.

Check them out at:
http://ride-master.com



In a recent issue of this newsletter I passed along
some information on the new Yamaha 2009 V-Star 950.
This might be a great new addition to the V-Star line
but before you head down to your local dealer to put a
deposit on one you might want to investigate an
interesting issue that has come up with this bike. It
seems that the engineers at Yamaha have deemed that
the valves on this bike need to be adjusted every 4000
miles (6400 km). That’s roughly at every oil change.

Maintenance Issue: 2009 Yamaha V-Star 950

From an owners point of view this is ridiculous. No bike should require this much
maintenance, yet that is exactly what the owners manual is stating. This means that every
oil change is going to cost the owner over $200.00. That’s an expensive oil change, and the
unfortunate thing is that owners won’t have a choice if they want to maintain their
warranty.

This is a serious issue that needs to be addressed by Yamaha. John Campbell of Canadian
Biker magazine is working on this issue and will pass along any information that is
forthcoming from Yamaha.

Looking for some of the coolest Flaming Skull t-shirts?

Check out Riders Rags.

This is the t-shirt vender that follows the Cycle
World International Motorcycle Show. I first ran
across them two years ago at the show and they
were there again this year.

These are the go-to guys for all of your evil t-
shirt needs. They sell top quality shirts with some
of the best graphics found anywhere.

Check out all of the cool designs, and you can
purchase online at: www.ridersrags.com



I’m not sure exactly who these people are
because I don’t read Russian, but I believe
that they are officially crazy. These photos are
from the internet (thanks Bruno for sending
the link) and it seems to be some crazy winter
camping/rally somewhere in Russia..

There are some pretty bizarre and
innovative bikes here. Check out all the
photos at the following link starting with
photo number 145:
http://picasaweb.google.com/Yaroslav.0265
AK/E2009#


